
The Bird Banders' Association of Australia

Annual General if'Ieeting
T h e A n n u a l G e n e r a l M e e t i n g o f t h e B i r d B a n < l e r s , A s s o c i a t i o n o f A u s t r a l i a r v a s

nela on 
-saturaay, 

January zi, DEe ' in Canberra' A hall in the C S I R O' buildinl:s

"i'ef ".i 
-M.r"tiin, 

e,.C.i., *u, *ud. available to the Association for the purpose

I  hc  re l i r ing  Prc i idcn t .  Mr '  S  J  Wi lson '  we l '

., 'nrfJ uit prc'senl and gavc a briet outl inc of the

agenda for the meeting

Aftcr rpologict wcre .reccivc..l 
thc rcport: of

thc Hon. S.cietlry and Hon Trcasurer $er(

; i - . ;  i  h .  Prcs iden i  thcn  garc  h is  rc t i r ing  arJdress

i " ' * r ' ; i r t -n "  ou t l ined  br i i ' f l 1  thc  rcsu l ts  o f  thc

.l.,nt.lr."i.. t( lwecn C S.l R O oliccrs and thc

! t " i . : [ . l tn r r  Organ isers  Thr  Prcs idcn t  s  addr "s

"n . .1  t l , c  S .c rc t r ry  i  and  Trcasurer ' '  r cpor ts  apncJr

on the following Pages.
Thc clcction of officers followed and thc pancl

oi ofl icc bearcrs for 1966 is as follows:

Presidcnt:
Vicc-Prcsidcnts:

Pas t  Prcs idcn ts :
Hon. Sccrctar!:
Hon. Asst. SecrctarY:
Hon.  Ed i to r :

7'he Australian Bird Bander
Marclt, 1966

H.  J .  de  S.  D isneY
M. H. Watcrman (S.A. )
J .  L iddy  (N.S.w.  )
Mrs .  P .  N.  Re i l lY  (V ic . )
S .  G.  Lanc ,  S .  J .  Wi lson
B. S. Carter
H. Battam
Dr. A. M. GwYnn

Hon. Asst. Editor: H. J. dc S DisneY

Hon. Trcasurer: R. G. Lonnon

Mr. Disney took the chair for the rest of thc

mcct lng .
Mcs i rs .  C .  B .  Crmpior r  unJ  M 1-  Mur t t  *e rc

elected Auditors and Mr' S. G Lanc exprcsscd
the committee's thanks for thc work donc in this

capac j ty  by  Mr .  G.  T .  Bush fo r  thc  Assoc ia t ion

s incc  i t s  incept ion .
Subscriptions for 1966 rcmain unchanged ilt

thc  l cvc ls  PPer l t ing  fo r  1965' ' i i i . , "  
t . i , ' g  n o  g c n c r u l  b u ' i n e s i '  l h c  l n n u r r l

- . . i i n *  . r * "b .  and-a l te r  a  b r t 'ak  lhc  rsscnrb l r

* r i  l ra '0 " . . "a  b r  Dr ' .  H  ^J  Fr i th .  Ch ie f  o f  lh r

\ \  i l d l i l c  d i r i ' i o n  o f  l h e  C S l . R O  h i s  s u b j c e t

bc ine  M, lep ic  Gcesc  Th is  p rovcJ  to  b (  a  vL ' t j

"n r iJ r r r "n i i i  t r l l '  and .  accompan icd  rs  i t  was  br

e  s i r i . ,  o ico lour  s l idcs .  gav t  tho 'c  P tcscn t - rn
i*i,t" ioot at some of thc work done by, Dr'

Fii i fr. in tt '" Norlhcrn Territory There wcre about

!o  pc"p le  p rc \cn l  to  hcur  Dr '  F r i ths  t3 l l  l l l (

rn " i l . i r v  n . lng  membrr .  o l  lhc  As \oc i i r t ion

Retiring President's Address
In two respects the past year hils.been a time of trial for the

Association. Firstly, commercial printillg. of T-he Australiart Bird

;;;;:;;;;meicea ana, secondlv, thtidea of an "out or Svdnev"

President was tried.

Thanks to the cfforts of those Committee mem-

Ur . - f i " in r  in  Sydncy  we havc  had a  success fu l

i""i. fh.1'gl.o 
-sander" 

is being accepted among

i,initrrotoeittt, membership is increasing and the

"r-Uat o"f contributors and standard of material

,rn"i ino fo. publication have becn satisfactory

tacrs iegar.ti ig commitlec working methods wilh

, , " - " t ' " i t  Prc ' . iden t  h lve  evo lved-  we l l  l  wou ld

f,-t"-io ittunt all those involved in thcse tasks

io r  thc i r  c lTor t . .  rnd  par t i cu la r ly  Pc ter .Spurg t
who is  no l  a  mcnrbcr  o f  the  commt t tee  b t t t  n l '

hclpcd greatly with th: production of the maga-

zinc. It is regretted that our Senior Vice-Prcsident'
il;.4. 

-8. 
tampion, has becn forced to resign

i ror  ih"  Co*t l r rec duc to pr ivatc  commitmcnt ' '-i; 
;i." of the frr-reaching eflL'cts of decisions

r;;; " G i*o-ouy .oni.,"nt" of Regional
Organisers at the Division, of Wilcllifc Research'
C.ST.r .n.O. .  Canberra,  on January 20 and 2 l '  i t

is  apnropr ia lc  (o g ivc: rn out l inc of  thcsc mJt tc l :' 
i i l. H: j. rti 't- in hi:' opcning rcmarks to tlrc

Coni"r.it." t.aced the gcnerai historl' of the

auitratian Bird Banding Schcnre Whcn the

iji"ii i""-'.i ivitatife Risearch first bcgan its

20



' fhe Australian Bird Bunder Mar<h, 1966

serious ornithological studics, a banding schcme.
cssent ia l  lo  many s lud ics .  was  lack ing  in -Aur t ra l ia
and \o  onc  was se l  u f  by  rhe  D iv is ion .

Explosive Growth of Bandins
Ar r  inJ ic r t ion  o f  rhc  cxp los ive  growth  o f  band-

ing is rcadily obtaincd from the numbers of birds
banded over the past f ive years. In 1960/61
,16,820 werc banded and the estimate for 1964/65
is 120,000. Much of this can be attributed to thc
ex tens ive  usc  o f  mis t  ne ts .  In  1960/61  6 .213
birds were caught by mist net and in 1964/65
the  cor respond ing  f igure  was 71 ,412.

Since the inccption of the Scheme there has
bccn no restriction on amateur banding and in
r l r rs  . r , ,pec t  thc  Aus t ra l i rn  Scheme is - r i r tua l l v
r rn iq r rc . . ln  the .Un i red  K ingdonr  banders  pay  to r
all bands used, and in the United Statea ihere
arc regional restrictions on banding. In Holland
n, ,  n .w bandL. r \  havc  been cnro l l cd  s lnce  1962 and
lhe banding of ccrtain species is prohibited; this
was nccessary to reduce the administrative load.

Dr. Frith statcd that th€ Banding Scheme was
,'rr. of rhc more expcnsive parts o-f the Division
r r r rJ .  : t s  ovcra l l  COmmonweal th  budgets  a re  no t
* r . rd i l1  inc reas ing .  g rea t  inc reases  in  the  moncr
availablc to thc Scheme from C.S.LR.O. could
only be provided b1,the Division at the exoensc
of onc or other of its f ield projects; so i i the
Dir ision thcrc i\ somc competil ion for monev
irnd \tafi. Those projects froducing rhe beit
re icn t i f i c  r t -su l t r  i ,n  thc  way b f  pub l i ihed  papcrs
, 'h r r , 'us lv  h rvc  thc  bes t  i la im on f inance und
s la lL

,lnnual Reporls Delayed
lh .  p rcsent  s i ruar ion  in  lhe  Schemc is  lhar

bccru :c  o I  rhe  c rp los ive  inc rease in  the  u .e  o f
bandr .  lhc  i rnnua l  rcpor ls  a re  verv  bad lv  de la ted
and ,he \mall .taff ir bogged down in paper wcirk.
/ \ rso .  necau\c  o l  re r t r i c led  f inancc  the  Schcmc
c lnno l .p ro \ idc  hands in  ever  inc reas ing  numbers .
]  

n :  
1 .  h :T : .  i s  co . r  ing  rhe  Com monweal ih  approx i .

m i t l r l )  l l 0 . { ) 0 0  p e r  } c a r  t o  r u n  a n d  w a y r ' m u . t
oe  l . )und to  res t r i c t  expcnd i tu re  to  lha t  amount .
. lt was evident to the conference that C.S.l.R.O.
ls  JU\ r i f i cd  in  a rk ing  tha t  va luc  be  g iven fo r  moncy
spen l .  So  fa r  a r  thc  Schcme is  concerncd th j !
va luc , rs  \ccn .  in  rhe  Band ing  and rc t rapp ing  da ta
on n lc  rn  rhc  Band ing  Of f i cc ,  in  the  Annua l
I (c ' f \ ' , r l  j rnd  in  papers  pub l i shed uh ich  dera i l  rhe
tc \ t l l l .  i , ' l  r csearch  based on  band ing .  l t  was  em_pnastscd in this context thar bandi;g of birds isn91 i 'n  cn( l  in  i l \e l f .  Band ing  is  a  rc :earch  tech_, i , t . luc .on l )  rnd  must  be  v ic$ed in  th r t  I i th t .

l l  Io l low\  thcrc fo re  th ; r t  rhc  ( rcn . l  n iL rs t  bc

towards a morc scienti l ic approach to bird baDd-
ing. While basic ncw idcas-werc formulatcd and
decisions made at the conferencc, much nrorc
thought wil l bc requircd in rcgard to cxact
methods of application of these ideas. Thc basic
trend wil l be towards individual or co-opcrative
projects each of which ntust have soms dcfinitc
scicntif ic methods and objectives. Rcsults of pro-
jects must be published either by thc individuals
involved or bv others co-operatirrg.

Report to All Banders
The confercncc decided that the first stcp would

hc  thc  f ' r cpara t ron  o [  r r  comprchcn. i rc  rcpor l  rnd
ln rs  \4 t l l  gO to  cvcr )  rcg i \ l c red  banJcr .  A t  th (
same t lmc each bander  w i l l  be  asked to  ind ica tc .
in  fu i l  Je t r i l .  what  hc  p ropose.  r , ,  do  in  fu rure
unJcr  th (  Schcme:  h , .w hc  proporc .  lo  c i r r ry  ( \u l
h is  p ro jec t ;  and somcth ing  o f ' the  rcsu l ts  ;h ich
could be hopcd for. Some amatcur banders arc
-already participating jn rescarch programmcs
dirccrlv conrrollcd by C.S.l.R.O. ari<t i i  is cn,
visagcd that this form of activitv wil l bc cxtcndcd
in  thc  fu tu rc .

A  commi t tcc  on  wh ich  an ta teur  bandcrs  w i l l
be represctted wil l consider cach projcct. Where
a project is approved, bands wil l bc provided frcc
but bands uscd outsidc approved projects may
have to bc paid for by the bander ionierncd. 

-

The confercncc dccided that it would bc unwisc
to cxclude new bandcrs but those joining thc
Scheme in futurc wil l have to attain a highcr
standard of proficiency prior to acceptance than
ha.  bcen thc  c lJc  In  rhc  l rs t .  I t  a lso  seemcd po.
\ rb le  tha l  p rc .cn t  numhc l r  u f  bJndcrs  m. ry  b ( .
reduced but no ideas were developed as to how
th is  n ray  come abeut .

The whole idea behind the conferencc decisions
is :  (a )  to  reduce the  numbcrs  o f  b i rds  banded to
make it possiblc for the prcscnt ofl ice stafl to
copc with the accunlulating data; and (b) to gcr
the grcatcst possible scieit if ic result from ihe
cfforts and monev expcnded.

- Economy in the use of bands ntay dcvclop
ultimately through prohibit ions on thc banding
of certain specics where a considerable volume
of data has accumulated, and bv thc termination
of projects when it is considered that continucd
band ing  o f  cc r ta in  spec ies  wou ld  be  rcpet i t i vc .

All thesc ideas are in embrvo only at this
s lagc  bu t  i t  i s  vc rv  c lear  tha t  the  t rend is  no t
towards  morc  band ing  bu t  towards  be t te r  band ing
in the broadcst scnse of the term. In cficct thi
con fc rcnce dec is ions  are  in  fu l l  accord  w i th  thc
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aims of thc Association as cvidenced in I/rc
Australian Bird Bander over the last thrcc ycars.

This is a time of formulation of new ideas and
it is advisable for banders to commence to thilrk
in terms of scientif ic value from thcir work. Aftcr
thc issuc of thc rcport a period of active develop-
ment of banders'ideas wil l follow and it is almost
unneccssary to comment that all possible assist-
ance wil l be provided by C.S.I.R.O., by Regional
Organiscrs and by thc Association in the develop-
ncnt of project ideas.

Confirming remarks were madc b1, Mr. S. G.
Lanc ,  Reg iona l  Organ iser  (N.S.W.)  and Dr .  H .  J .
Frith, Chicf of Division of Wildlifc Rcsearch.

Secretary's Report
Volumc 3 of the Australian Bird Bander was

complctcd in four parts comprising 80 pages in
a)1, two issues were of 16 pages and two of 24
pagcs.

The 24-page issucs werc exccptionally well
received by membcrs and wc aim ultimatcly to
produce an issue of this size each quarter. How-
cver! our venture into commercial printing of the
journal was based on 16-page issues and costs
arc thc main l imiting factor which prcvent our
producing a 24-page journal; the other factor
is the material on hand which may fall short.
Happil; '  this position does not look l ike eventu-
ating as the contributors arc producing a steady
stream of manuscripts.

As to the contents of Vol. 3 (Comparative
ligurcs for Vol. 2 in brackcts):

2 l  (22)  au thors  cont r ibu ted  27  (14)  ma jor
articles,

9 (8) spccics wcrc trcated in "Bird in the
Hand",

7  (4 )  rcv icws o f  repor ts .  o r ig ina l  a r t i c lcs .
etc., were included,

157 Rccovcrics of 66 spccies ucrc l istcd in
"Rccovery Round-up" comparcd u'ith 67
and 32  in  Vo l .  2 .

In addition nunterous short no1cs, extracts
from letters, etc.. have appcarcd.

The committee has mct cach month to conduct
the business of thc association and to read thc
galley proofs for each journal.

It was with regrct that thc comnlittec acccptcd
thc resignation of Vicc-Prcsidcnt Clivc Campion.
who, bccause of incrcasing busincss and familv
comnr i tments .  fe l t  thar  hc  cou ld  no t  d ( \o l (  ( .nuu. . i )
t imc to carry out thc tasks in thc manner he would
have liked to. The Association rvil l  forcvcr bc
in  debr  to  C l ivc  lo r  thc  t imc rn , l  nnnror  hn  ,  r
pcndcd espcc ia l l l  dur inc  rhc  , i r "  * f - r , ] "  i f , i : , ' r - " j
was produced by hand.

l \ l cmbersh ip :  Th .  r r renrb .  r rh ip  por i t iL ' r r  . r r
3  I  .  12 .65  compared w i th  3  I  .  I  2 .64  is  as  fo l lows:

31.12.65 31.12.64 Incrcase
Fu l l  Members  178 157 2 l
Assoc ia tes  131 109 22
J u n i o r  6 1  5 7  l 0

3 1 6

Dur ing  the  year  l0  Assoc ia tcs  o r  Jun io rs  (who
have attaincd the agc of 18 ycars) havc bccn
granted Banding Pcrmits and thus have beconrc
full mcmbers of the Association.

On behalf of the Committcc, I would l ikc ttr
cxtend our thanks to thosc who havc hclpcd us
during the year, especiall l '  Petcr Spurge who has
bccn of immense help and valuc to thc CommittL'c
during the trials and tribulations connected with
the conrmercial printing of thc "Btuuler".

B. S. Carter, Hot1. Sccrctar\ '.
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NEV/ MEMBERS
Full lU€orb€rs:

ASHMAN, R. 8..  c/- Division of Wildl i fe Research,
Canberra, A.C.T.

BRAITHWAITE, W., c/- Division of Wildl i fe
Research, Canberra, A.C.T.

CHAPN{AN,  F .  R .  H - ,  Co romande l  Va l l ey .  S .A .
CUNNINGHAM. C. J.,  Box 552, Darwin, N.T.
D'ANDRIA, A. H.. c/ Division of Wildl i fe Research.

Canberra, A.C.T.
F ISHER.  J .  H . ,  Hay  R i ve r  Es la te .  Na r r i kup ,  W.A .

Assori:rte l\'Iembers:
ATKINSON, F.. King Slreet. Narrandera, N-S.W-
BARKFIR, K.. P.O. Box 28l, Red Cli f is, Vic.

tsATCHELDER. K.. l7:81 S-w- Elue Heron Rori l .
Lake Oswego. OfeSon. U.S A.

BENNETT,  C . .61  Pa rk  Avenuc .  Ava lon .  N .S .w .
B IRCH,  Mrs .  w .  R .  I \ ' l . .  c / 'Bo (an !  Dep l . .  Un i ve rs i l )

College of To$ns\ ' i l le. To\r 'nsvi l le. Q ld.
B ISHOP,  R .  J . .  : : l  Dundas  Road .  lUa rybo ro  gh .  \ ' i ; .
BLAYLOCK.  t s .  C . . 51  Po r l  Road .  Queens lowr ,  SA
BRADLEY.  H .  A . .  I  Sc : r rbo rough  A \enu . .  l l . , r l

ma r i s .  V i c .
BUFTS,  C . ,  c .  D i v i s i on  o f  W i l d l i f e  Rc \ ca rch .  (  i r n

be r ra .  A .C .T .
CAMERON.  R .  G . .  Sevenoaks  S t ree t .  Ba lw )n ,  F .8 .

Vic.
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