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The Fourth Victorian Bird-bandins
Conference was held on Saturdav. Nol
vember 27, 1965, in the Librarv-of the
Fisheries and Wildlife Departmenf (F. and
W. ) ,  Me lbou rne .

ln his opening address, Mr. A. Dunbavin
Butcher, Director of F. and W., referred to
banders as a body working under discipline to a
specific end. He said that he was happv to be
associated with the Victorian Ornitholbiical Re-
search Group, members of which wor[ed both
on specific programmes and sometimes on co-
operative projects with the Department.

. . Yh.-n mentioning the current enquiry into pest-
icides, he said that the necessity foi ttrli had been
queried as a full enquiry had be-en carried out both
in the United Kingdom and in the U.S.A. How_
ever, this was necessary as conditions and agri-
cultural methods varied from one continent to
alother, and it was necessary to find out whether
the situation was just as grim in Australia as else-
where. Environmental contamination of both at_
mosphere and water was very serious.

The Town and Country planning Authority
in Victoria was most active. An interi ir order hai
been placed along the whole of the Victorian coast_
Iine and no development would be permitted
without approval from the Authority.' When
an interim order was placed on phii l ip Island,
whic,h was.an example of haphazard and undiscip_
lined development, it was the first t ime that wilb_
life had been specifically mentioned in an order.
Seal Rocks (a wildlife ieserve at the western tip
of Phillip Jsland) was the scene of a five_year
survey of fur seals as a result of complaints ihat
they. were.causing considerable damage to nets
in the f ish ine industrv .

Some of t'*.cn tynLgf environment was being
reserved in Victoria. If we did not have wildlifE
reserves and national parks, the wildlife situation
would be extremely grim except for those animals
which had learned to l ive with man_€.s..
possums in the metropolitan area.

The Tower Hill Wildlife Reserve was a lons_
term attempt to revert a denuded area to its ori!_
inal condition. As an example of co-operation with
othe.r Government Departments, Mr. butcher cited
the lnstance of T.V. towers being erected not very
far from Tower Hill. The auth5rities were plan'_

Fourth Victorian Bird-Banding Conference
ning to floodlight them at night and not to use
guy -rop_es, to safeguard migrating birds.

Mr. Butcher referred to the ne*w Fisheries and
Wildlife Research starion at Heidelberg where all
technical interests werc.to b.e. centred, 

"mentioning

that meeting rooms and facil i t ies *"." b"ing p.o_
vrded and would be availablc to natural t isiory
bodies. He felt that a new programme in wildlife
and conservation would be^ inioduced.

At the conclusion of his address, Miss Helen
Aston presented Mr. Butcher with a p.orp""tu,
dealing with the erection of a permanloi-uuitO_
ing on rhe Stare Wildlife R"r.ru. 

--ui 
Cup"

Y::I.::l]hisyas prepared by v.o.i.G. cauiirg
rn rne servrces o[ an architect for advice and assis]
Lun..., .alg is a request for a sum of f5,000 for
rne Inrtral ..stage_a Group room suitable for
mcer lngs,  drscussion and use as temporary l iv ing
quarters. The second stagc comprises exiension*s
for s.leeping qu€rters, an-d the if,lia- *u.r, tfr"
erecrlon ot a laboratory and store rooms for
equipmenr. Mr. Butchei accepted tfrir,"io!"tn".
with small.foolscap-size photosiat .opi.r, uni ,uiOhe fett- quite confidenr ihar rh" .;;;; ' ;uro u.found for rhis worthwhile oroject ;hi;i iiiir,, u.the first of a series of banding'stations ti iou'gnout
Australia.

(Mr. Kenneth C. Batchelder, from Oregon,
V.S.A., a visitor at the c^onfer.n.., f..r"ni"a nA..Butcher with f5 as thc first contribution towards
t h i s ) .

,  
The,meet ing commenced at  l0  a.m. and.  wi th asnorr  tuncheon break,  c ,ont inued unt i l  6  p.m.,

with an attendance of 49 peopl". i i ," ' fo"tto*ing
papers were read;

Ml; Ra.p; Cgo-pgf_Ecologicat Survey or
the Birds of Wilson.s pr6montorv.

Mr. M. C. Downes_serendip WilOiife ne_
search Station.

Miss H. Aston-Mist-netting in Japan and
Thailand.

Mr. M. C. Gottsch-Victorian Ornithological
Research Group.

Mr.  S.  J .  Wi lson-The Roles of  C.S. I .R.O. ,
V.O.R.G.,  A.B.B.A.  and the inAiv iauai
bander.

Mr. N. J. Favaloro_Hawk traps and carc
o f  m ice  (ba i t ) .

Mr.  J .  Wheeler  (Geelong)_Banding of
Banded plover on Bellarlne peninsuia.

Miss I Watson-Short report on Uu.rAing of
Lyrebirds of Sherbrooki.
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A paper entit led "Ficld Data_suggested Items
for _Recording" was supplied by 

-Mr. 
A. R.

McEvey, Curator of Birds, National Museum of
Victoria, and distributed to all those intcrested.
NIr. . McEvey_ had intimated previously rhat he
rvould be willing to prepare a standardised term_
inology relating to habitat for the use of banders
and.a,resolution requesting this was unanimously
carrlecI.

Sanctuary Banding: A discussion took place
regarding the law banning lrapping and banding
of birds in sanctuaries. Mr. N. J. Favaloro moved]
scconded by Mrs. M. Bateman, and carried unani_
rr rously  that :

The V.O.R.G. Committee be directed and
authorised to confer with Fisheries and Wildlife
Department with a view to amending the legis_
lation to enable banding to take pi"ace, under
the control .and supervision of the bepartment,
in Sanctuaries.

. Ibis Banding: A discussion rook place regarding
tire banding of Ibis in rookeries and the p"ossiblS
liai.nt caused by human intrusion. Opinions ex_

pressed indicated that, with due care, no harnr
is caused, but that predation from haivk.s ,vas ir far
greater  menace than human intervent ion.

, Clne Woolamai Banding Station: On Sundav
thc fictd outing was ro Calpe woota,,i"i i ;; i i ;1.
9T:rul gpen'^ng of a remporarl, building ro bc
l - t "9 

u:  t l . .  hs j .pernrancnt  b i rd_banding srat ion
ln Australla. This was erected by Fishc"ries and
Wi ld l i fe  Deparrment  on rhe Wi ld l i f l i . r . * "  unO
wrrr  be adminis tered by V.O.R.G. Mr.  M.  C.Downes,  of  the Game 

-Manag.rn.nt -  
S" . t ion ut

F. and W., whose vision was ?.rfonriUf. lo. tf,.
setting aside of this area. as a permancnt reservc,
opened the^bui ld ing wi th a shor t  r6sum"t t  tn"nlstory ot -Cape Woolamai, and Mrs. Marv Batc_
man cut the ribbon to open thc doors.

Dr.  D.  L.  Serventy,  of  the C.S. l .R.O.  Div is ion
of Wildlife Research, f.o- W.rt.*-Aistratia,
who attended all functions at the *..t.nd, Olr-
cussed Mutton birds in the rookeries and demon_
strated sexing methods. As he is a world authority
g_". th9 subject, this was grecred with ipeciit
lnterest.

More Than one TVuy to Ruin a Mist Net:
Find The Ass

. I imaginc all mist-netters have had their prob_
l:ry "11 in rhe rwo years thar I have been oper_
atrng, t have encountered my share. To name a
few, there have been an inqlisit iv. "o*, 

-lortun_

ately 
_dehorned,, a. f lock of 

'sheep 
(two' jumped

Inrough sne snd-heoray for rubber bandi wli ich
brokc), bats (this area i i thick with it"m in tf,.
::.:",,]Fr.a1{ can they chew), parrots, cockatoos,
etc. . .  that  b i te  the net  whi le-  they wai t  to  beoanded and released, 

.sudden hilh wind andwi l ly-wi l l ies that  dump rhe net  on a dead bush oron ground covered in sticks or prickles and my
ll l 

Aog that rvent srraight through ui t, igt- ,p".i(nave uscd rubber bands ever  s i 'nce!) .

^,,::*:.u:1, they ail pale inro insignificance com_
r , ( r ' ,  U  r ( r  ( ne  l a tes t  ne t  w recke r .

" i,ll ; .' th oo ?; "l%.J.,J il', I :.,i ;fi , $ r,"" "0,: ": ImJ_- banding numbers, for I 've haJ- a 
-tein 

timecompared to last season.* I took the usuaichan"ewr sctl lng three nets in an area occupied by horses,as the best area happens to be ovfr the'fence. t

a.lways take care to chase the animals away
ll::gl t:,sc.rub. bu.t on rhis o..orion,'i-iid noi
alow tor  therr  inquis i t iveness as they returned
l lTf t j  

rmmediate ly .  When I  checkei  the net ,nrooen cosl ly  tn  bushes and t rees,  a quar ter  of  annour tater, a horse was bunting the net playfully
and horror of all horrors, an aJs in all hi 's it. ip.d
splendour. was bell igerently examining"it" ott.,
sroe ot  the net .  Sensing,  what  could-happen,  Icarefully approached en-d on to the nei-Iio tt"
lorse s lowly walked away.  But  not  the ass.  He
Jusr nad to tollow the horse and jumped through.
I.l.^^,lll "f,_wreckage was onty'.qu!ir.O'Ly .yspeecntess ragg and f rust rat ion! 'The tat tered
rematns were in the sticks and dry Californian
Burrs !

The mot to is-Beware of  asses,  and I  am st i l lt ry ing to decide which one of  
' r ,  

. * t ty  *u,
the ass.

Joe Mack, Berri , South Australia.
'  Th i s  manusc r i p t  was  rece i ved  i n  May . .  1965 .
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