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Banding of Feral Domestic Pigeons
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Around urban areas of many parts of
the world feral Domestic pigeons (Co-
lumba livia) are a common nuisance bird.
They foul buildings, factories, hangars,
docks, railw.ay yards, and grain "i.uuto.r.
ar sev_era_l alrports, including those at Syd_
ley, Melbourne and AdJlaide, aircraft
have struck and, in a few cases, have been
damaged by pigeon flocks.

Practically nothing is known about the move_
ment and distribution of feral pigeons in Aus_
tralia. Members of th-c Australian" nird_Landing
Scheme. can hetp to fi l l  this hiatus i; ;; know_
rcdgc about  an economical ly  important  b i rd b1.
banding fera l  p igeons wi th s izc 9 b" ;J ;  

'

Care should be taken not  to  band domest ic
birds, or otherwise antagonise pig.on iu*iers. ltis known that feral. f locks aie" uug-en1.a Uy
9s.capees and lost birds from domEstic flocki.
Bird-banders should report the numbers of pri_
vately banded pigeons they handle or irap to the
Drrc l  bandrnq of f ice on form WLS/B_BS/15,  thc
Retrap Schedule, so that the owners-'may bctraced and informed.

Pigeons can be caught  _ in bai ted drop,  funnel ,
and .bob-wire t raps.  A drawing of  a 'bob_* i . . ,
rrap ts^shown on figure one. Funnel and bob_wirc
rraps runctron best when init ially free_baited for
a few days. The traps should .5ntain Loii ,..0ano warer as bair. 

l ig"gl: in the trap help tobait others in. Traps sh"ould U" pfu.eA-in'the shadeounng warm weather .  and in shel tered posi t ions
d.uring cotd and windy weath".. ih;;ri,;l careshould be taken in checking tne traps-ffifa.fy.

D lu:rry rf ,fii afi ,';:,":::i,',
C.S. I .R.O.,  Canberra,  A.C.T.

THANK YOU
The Committee wishes to thank all those

members who -responded so generously-to the
I:.gglt appeal for donations aid new members.
yhilsl the response has been "n*ruglig .on_unued eflort on the part of all rn.rnU:.r, isrequested.

E,xcluding a iew cases in which birds werc,
rc taken on the day af ter  banding,  97 of  the g93
birds banded during the wintei of 1965 wcrc
rct rapped some I  l7  t imes.

There were two cases of the retrapping of birds
which were apparently associated dur]ne their
wrnter  s tay.  The best  example is :

Date Dates
banded retrapped
3 . 7 . 6 5  3 t . 7 . 6 s  

- '

3 .7 .6s 3r .7 .6s 22.8.65
3.7.6s 31.7.6s 22.8.65

l land
nunrber Age Sex

0 r  l - t 3 7 3 2  A  M
ot l -13734 A M
0 l  1 - 1 3 7 3 5  J  M

Tfe s^t{us of the Spinebil l in rhe coastal hearhs
south. .o l  Forster .  in  mid_northern N.S.W.,  secms
very differenr from that in the heaths u.ouod f ingi-
cliff and^Hastings poinr. On holidays ulFo.rt..
crurrng October and November,  iSA+,  e leven
Spinebil ls were netted on five *b.niner] Ar thistintc of the year. Spinebil ls "* q";i. ""Ur.n, frorn
Ine.apparent ly  s imi lar  heaths near Hast ings point
and Kinsscliff.
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