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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS

Robin Elks from Caloundra, Quecnsland, in a
letter dated 29.9.65 writes:

We scem to be going through the same thing
as John Liddy, after reading the extracts from his
letters in the last journal. Except for an influx of
Fairy Martins into the area there is very little
movement from the locals. 1 noticed this last
year when 1 started banding; and can look for-
ward perhaps 1o catching some Mangrove
Honcyeaters when the trces are flowering in
November. The Silvereyes have been moving
through over the last few wecks and managed
to pick up almost 300 which might help a little.
The Yellow-faced disappeared very carly in the
piece and the numbers of these and Spinebills
that John talked about are just non-existent up
this far. They must begin dispersal as soon as
they get over the border.

Mrs. Reta Vellenga, assisted by her husband,
commenced banding (and colour banding) Satin
Bower Birds at Leura, New South Wales, on
12.6.65.

In a letter dated 15.8.65 she writes:

“We have banded 130 to date including two
blue males. The population of the mountains must
be thousands. Many people have contacted us
with reports of many birds visiting their gardens,
and we have also had several reports of banded
birds scen from Bullaburra up 1o Skyways,
Katoomba. We hope to verify all thesc ourselves,
and we are also teaching these people to read
the bands correctly too. The birds appear to be
following the cliff lme, roosting below and pop-
ping up to garden food trays wherever convenient,
s most of the sightings are close to the cliffs. We
have often watched the birds swooping down
below the cliff edge in the evening.”

A letter dated August 8, 1965, from Major
Harry Bell, Port Moresby, Papua, states:

“We've found a more satisfactory place and
with 9 nets get about a dozen a morning which
for us is fantastic. Last week we got 18, of
which but 3 could be identified and/or banded!
Today we caught 9 but banded 5. A real beauty
was the Little Pigmy-Parrot, fully 3 inches long—
smaller than a Flowerpecker that was near him!

The Kestrel is now cstablished as a resident of
Papua and we have a (live)} specimen to prove it.
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We think the Bush Curlew will be added to the
local list before long, too.

Wish we could catch the migratory species but
apart from a few Sacreds, no luck. 200 Bee-caters
roost behind my home-—have done so since April,
but I can't get to them. There is another flock
ncarby of about 20 but they are local breeders,
<o will catch some of them later on.”

OBITUARY

Two further deaths are regretfully reported.
Sam Cantarella, of Marecha, Queensland, one of
our junior members, was accidentally drowned
recently. Captain G. 1. D. Hutcheson, C.B.E.. a
distinguished engineer (he was Managing Director
of Cockatoo Docks and Engineering Co. Pty.
Ltd., until his retirement in 1962) was keenly
interested in birds and, like many others, obtained
great pleasure in his hobby. We will miss these
two keen supporters and offer our sincere sym-
pathy to their relatives.

NOTICE OF MEETING

The Annual General Meeting of The Bird
Banders' Association of Australia will be held
at 7.00 p.m. on Saturday, January 22, 1966, at
CS.I.LR.O.. Black Mountain, Canberra, A.CT.

Business will include . —

1. Reports.
2. Election of Officers.
3. General Business.

Dr. Harry Frith has accepted the invitation to
be the speaker on this occasion.

At the conclusion of the meeting, members
and friends are invited to an informal “gct
together™ to meet members of the Committee.
Regional Organisers and other banders.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Members are reminded that this is the final
issue of The Australian Bird Bander for 1965 and
that subscriptions become due on the st January,
1966.

The Association requires the financial support
of all members NOW, in order to avoid curtatl-
ment or delay in publication during 1966,




