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LORIKEETS IN MIST-NETS

Lorikeets can be difficult to handle when mist-
netted. Features which make them “difticult™ are;

(a) relatively powerful beak, and very mobile
neck, so that most of its body is within reach.

(h) a powcerful grip and sharp claws, which
can inflict painful punctures.

ey if ity body is touched, lorikeets have an
instinctive tendency to strike with the foot towards
the arca touched.

In the heath arcas around Kingseliff over 100
lorikcets and a few Swift Parrots  ( Lathamus
dicolor) have been netted and banded. A suitable

handling technique  was  quickly, if  painfully.
learned; the essentials are to hold the bird's head
to climinate bumg and to allow it 1o grip cloth
(and net the bander’s fingers) in its claws, To
carry and store my nets I use strong calico bags.
about 9 inches square, and these are used to hold
the lorikeets while removing them from the net.
and while banding. If T had to obtain a special
picce of cloth for this purpose, a piece of old
cotton or calico sheeting sewn into a pad of three
layers of cloth and about 12 inches square would
probably be chosen.

In fine mesh nets many lorikeets do not tangle,
and the usual problem is to retain the birds until
they can be banded. If the bird does not tangle.
it is grubbed by the body and head with the
doublc thickness of the bag, and held out from
the net, taking care that the head is firmly held
10 prevent hmmc The lerikeets can still give a
mighty nip through a couple of layers of calico. If
the legs come free, wrap them in the calico bag,
tuck one leg away, and apply the band to the
sccond leg. If only one leg tangles, wrap up the
free leg and apply the band to the sccond leg,

either while still caught in the net or after re-
leasing. If both legs tangle. wrap one leg up, free
the second and then wrap this leg up. and free
or band the first leg as above.

In larger mesh nets lorikeets usually tangle.
often bddl\ Assuming o tangled bird, it s
grabbed with the cloth bag as before, cnclosing
net and all. Wrap up one ]L&. free the second leg.
and in turn wrap up the free leg and then cither
band on the tangled leg and then free, or
alternatively free it and then band. With both legs
free. wrap the body of the bird in the buag and
gently pull the bird out from the net by its legs.
Either the head or wings can be tangled. If the
wings are tangled. wrap the body in the cloth to

immobilise  the legs. hold the head firmly as
before, and free the wings in turn, and ‘then
wrap them up also. To free the head. wrap up

the whole bird. except the back of its head. bt
including the beak. and then pass the net loops
over its head, using a peneil point or something
similar to assist, il necessary.

Normally one calico bag is suflicient to handle
the bird, but occasionally two are used together.
At the conclusion of frecing and hamlmﬂ the
lorikeet is wrapped in cloth: to release. tmnl\
let the cloth unwrap. and the lorikeet will serecch
off. There are probably several other methods of
handling small’ parrots, cte.: the above method.
once mastered, is cfficient und tx normally. but
not always, painless. The method would probably
be satisfactory for Roscllas. ete. [ do not know
how large parrots. say Galahs or Cerellas, would
handle in a mist-net, and would appreciate com-
ments.

NS H.

Jo Liddy, Kingscliff,

Colour Banding

A Co-ordinated project for the colour-banding
of Flame Robins (Petroica phoenicea) is now
operative in Victoria and has been accepted as a
project by the Victorian Ornithological Research
Group (V.O.R.G.). Banders are:—

V.O.R.G., Cape Woolamai — Red over White.
Alan Reid, Somers Red over Dark Blue.
Trevor Pescott, You Yangs — Red over Red.
Jack Ipsen, Bendigo Orange over White.
R. P. Cooper’s Survey, Wilson’s Promontory —

Yellow over Red,
White over Pink.
White.

Noel Arnold, Colac
Max McGarvie, King Island

of Flame Robins

73

David Thomas, Hobart —
Pale Blue over Dark Blue.

Colour bands on left leg. C.S.1.R.O. band on
right.

These areas cover a rough arc from Cape
Otway to Wilsen's Promontory converging on
Tasmania, the main objective being to elucidate
trans-Bass Strait migration. Any other banders
wishing to join the scheme should contact me.

The co-operation of all bird observers is sought
in reporting sightings of colour-banded birds to:

—Mrs. P. N. Reillv,
33 Camperdown 5t., East Brighion, Vic.



