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once during subscquent seasons. So far, only
negative evidence indicates that breeding adults
and their offspring leave the colony soon after
the latter flv. A number of questions are high-
lighted as a result of this analysis, and these cun
only be answered by future banding projects.

Do breeding pairs and birds from a breeding
colony remain  together during migration? Is
there a complete or partial change-over of birds in
arcas where Fairy Martins are known to be
present  throughout the year or do some birds
remain in their breeding areas? How far do they
migrate? Does their migration take them to the
same arcas by the same routes cach year?

The Ninth Apnual Report of The Australian
Bird Banding Scheme, July. 1962, to July, 1963
(C.S.L.LR.O. Division of Wildlife Rescarch
Technical Paper No. 7). shows 1233 Fairy
Martins banded and 75 individuals recovered. A
further 283 were banded in the following 12
months. The oldest recerded Fairy Martin of
known age is 010-21617 banded as a fledgling on
6.11.60 and retrapped at nest near banding point
an 4.10.64 (see Vol. 2, No. 4, p. 111).

$o far, no recoverics have been recorded away
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from banding locations. This is not surprisimg in
view of the relatively small number banded to
date. The position is unlikely to change greatly
unless a concerted co-operative effort is directed
at banding this specics throughout the Continent.

This  would certainly  produce  fascinating
answers to at least some of the gquestions con-
cerning the distribution. movements and  habits
of the Fairy Martin, A great opportunity awaits
the bander who has the ability. enthusiasm and
time to initiate and promate a co-operative Fairy
Martin Banding Project,
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Juvenile Plumage in The Grey Shrike-Thrush

We have net been able to trace details in the
literature of the change from juvenile to adult
plumage of the Grey Shrike-Thrush (Colluri-
cincla harmonical.

Juvenile birds are readily recognisable in that
they have the upper parts greyish-brown with o
distinct olive tinge: the arca around the cye and
a distinet stripe over the cye are pale rufous: the
feathers of the underparts have a prominent dark-
brown centre streak.

The adult male has a white patch on the
lores area and the chin and upper throat arca
are dull white. The breast arca is plain ashy-grey.

The adult female is similar to the adult male
hut has less white on the throat and has parrow
black shafts to the ashy-grey feathers of the throat
and breast arcas,

On April 25, 1964, at the Botanical Gardens.
Canberra. we banded a bird in typical juvenile
plumage. As the local breeding scason 18 from
September to carly  January this  bird would
probably have been at least three months old at
this time.

This bird was retrapped on May 22, 1965, when
the feathers around the cye and the eye stripe were
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stitl pale rufous but distinetly paler than in a bird
of the year. The streaking on the breast and throat
was much reduced and rather similar to that ol
the adult female. The dull white of the chin and
upper throat arcas was lucking as the ashy-
grey streaked plumage extended right to the bill.

The bird was probably an immature female
at this stage, at a believed minimum age of sixteen
months. Had it not been banded we would
probably have classed it as a juvenile as it wus
much closer to juvenile than to adutt plumage.—

Steve and Deniy Wilson,
Narrabundah, A.C.T.
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Additional copies of “Bird in the Huand™ are
available. A single copy of cach of the preceding
year’s issues will be forwarded to all members
placing an order with the Hon. Treasurer follow-
ing publication of the final part of cach volume.
Price 5/-. Multiple copics may also be oblained.
For further details pleasc write to the Hon
Treasurer.



