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B I R DBANDER

Seasonal Banding of Fairy Martins
S. G.  LANE

Results of five banding seasons are detailed and discussed. lhe method
of trapping is described and some questions are posed for future consideration.

Method of Trapping

All trapping has bcen carricd out with mist
ncts. In order to avoid unneccssary disturbance
and possible dcsertion ol the colony during thr, '
building stage and carly in thc incubation pcriod,
nctting is donc quickly and without any attcmpr
being made to catch all birds in thc culvcrt at
onc timc. Thc nets arc sct at cach cnd of thc
culvcrt during the late afternoon and 'ckrscd

up" immcdiately crection has becn cQnrpletcd. Ihc
ncts are opcncd just prior to first l ight thc followine
morning with the absolute ntinimum of noisc.

During this opcration, birds arc- usually hcarti
twittering in the nests and, at thc first glimmcr of
l ight, thc early risers fly from thcir funnels. In-
variably therc is a quick build-up of birds leaving
thc culvcrt, many call ing as thcy do so. and
probably this helps to stimulate othcrs into lcavirrg
thc warmth of the ncst.

lmmcd ia te ly  b i rds  u re 'caught  in  the  nc ts .  lhc \
a re  qu icL ly  removcd lnd  p luccd  i r r  ho ld ing  c rgcs .
carried to thc vehiclc and taken a fcw hundrcd
yards away for banding. This permits other birds
to return to the colony as thcy wish.

As soon as thc ncts calr bc cleared from thc
first rush of birds and always within tcn to fifrccn
minutes, the nets are closed down an<l rcmovcd.
This again is done quictly. and during thc proccss
other birds have sti l l  bcen heard in thc ncsts.

The success of this method, in minimising thc
disturbancc during thc early sragcs of brccding,
is cntirely dependcnt on the skil l  of the banders in
carrying out the task quietlv.

'f 
hc habits of Fairy Mtrrtins (H t-lochelidon

rrrlel) havc been variously described as migrator!,
seasonal or nomadic. usually with thc commcnt
that some birds remain throughout thc wintcr.
Oucstions covering cxtcnt, distances or routcs
uscd in thcse movcments and whether, in fact, thc
birds that do "remain" are ones that brcd in the
locality or arc oncs that havc movcd in from
clscwhcrc, sti l l  rcquirc answcring.

My banding expcricncc with Fairy Martins is
rather Iimitcd as they now rarcly succeed in
breeding in most parts of thc Sydney district duc
to the dcstruction of thc majority of thcir colonics
by vandals.

At Brokc, 20 milcs south of Singleton, New
Sor,rth Walcs. banding has bccn carried out by a
numbcr of banders during the past t ive seasons,
but it has bccn rcstricted to the numbcr of visits
(usually two) that can be madc to the location
annually. Conscqucntly thc results are not cen-
clusive and scrvc only as a guide.

'fhc 
Fairy Martin banding at Brokc commcnccd

in  1960,  a t  a  smal l  nes t ing  co lony  in  a  cu lver l
which consists of f ivc pipcs about 2 feet irr
diamctcr. Sincc that t ime, thc main breeding
colony has becn situated in a largc ncw concretc
culvert completcd prior to thc l96l season and
locatcd somc 400 yards north oi the pipe culvert.
It consists of three sections, each about 9 fect
high and 9 feet wide cxtendiDg thc full width of
thc road and cmbankmcnt. The small pipe culvcrt
was not uscd in 1961, but some nests werc in use
in it in 1962 and a number of birds captured at thc
main colony wcrc retrapped the next day flying
through thc reoccupicd pipe colony.

6',7



' I- lu' 
Au:tntl iun Birtl Butder

Holding Cages
'fhc 

holding cages uscd irr thcsc and similar
trips arc madc from cardboard groccrl,. '  cafions
-fhc 

flaps at thc top of thc carton arc foldcd back
aga ins t  the  s ides .  Smal l  mesh (about  I  inch)
nc t t ing  s imi la r  1 ( )  tha t  uscd  fo r  p rawn ing .  i s
strctchcd across thc top and around the sidcs
lnd thc rvholc ticd arouncl rvith corcl. A thrce
sidcd l lap, largc cnough to permit cntr\ of an
arm lor rcmovilg birrls, is cut in a convenient
p la tc .  A  . r r i t l rb lc  c i r r l ( ,n  \ \ r )u ld  m\ ' i t \ t l r (  !ppr ( )x i -
matc ly  lu  inches  long.  l2  inchcs  w idc  and l5
inches dcep. Thc size of thc l loor spacc whcn thc
carton is turncd on its sidc, detcrmines the
numbcr of birds that cirn bc held satisfactori ly in
t h c ' c a g c ' - .

Randing Details

1'ablc I givc's a summary of birds caught at
thc two colonies during thc l ive seasons Of thc
birds bandcd in the first four scasons. 4l (291; )
havc bcen rctrappcd during a subscqucnt season
and of thosc banded in thc first 3 seasons. 7 birds
(5% ) havc bccn rctrappcd sQ far in two subsc-
qucnt scasons. Dctails of these are shown in
'iablc 

2. while Table 3 shows banding dctails at
the  new cu lvcr t  co lony .

Table I
Summurl ol binl.t <'turght ul the lv'o (olorier

during the five seuson:;.

Da enrhat  l965

Tahle B
Baruling l)etuils (n I!e\' ( ulvert Colott\ ' .

Nuf tbcr  Der r i l s  i ' l  R | ( r rn \
I  o l r l  N tmbcr  R.

)  c r r  l ) r (c  (  J r rh t  Brnd td  l rxPPc. l

I  b rn{ tcd  t r t  l ] i r i . .u r re r r .
9  b r n d ( ( l  o i  l . l 0  6 l  ( l 1 r i  )
,  :  h rnJcd r l  r r l .  . ! l r . i

5  l . .n r  n r . \x ru \  \ t rsoas
,1  I  f r ( )n r  rh .s t  . ru lh l  :9  q  6 l

I  l ronr  n rc r r .u \  \e rson
I  b .ndcd r l  n l ' r c  r ! l vc r l

l l  l l )  i rom l rcv r .u \  \ sson\
:  h rnd .d  r l  Prn |  (u l rLn

:0  16  t ron  Drcr r \ rs  sL ison\
4  brnded . r  p rpc  .o rv t r r

L i  I  f  n n  P c \ i ' { ' \  \ ' \ " n '
I I  t L (  n  r h  . (  r . '  r l l  I  J  l ( i n J

: :  l  l r t n n  F r ( \ i t { r \  ' (  r ! . r \
r r  l r L , n r  t h L , \ r  r ' " r ! n l  ' r r

.1  10 .6 .1  I  I6 ' ;  )
L r  l r ,n  tho \ .  r rL r lh r  . r

l r  l l  ( . . 1  r l 9 r  /  I

l96 l  I  ( )c t .  :17  :15
l l  Oer  r I  l l

196: 19 sept. ,1.1 117

1 9  I ) r e  l 6  1 : ( l l

196 l  la  ( ) . r .  46  r4

t96.1 .l ().r 61 4:r

l5  Nov.  . l l  l l

:8  \1 . \  56  14  lz l

( l )  iD t ludes  onc  lu ren i l t
r2r inch'd€t rso jrrrenilcs

1960
5 f inc Ciulven
New birds 8
Ne* Cutu.rr
tliw giras
Birds original ly
banded at Pipc
Culvert
Relraps from
previous yeaJ:
I otal
Individuals 59 5lt  '16 136 251
' '  21 new birds and 2 birds banded in new colony ()n

29.9.62 were caughl when f lying lhrough the pipe
cul le( ahhough lhero were only 3 or 4 nests in one

Comm€nt on 196'l Visits

Thc following notcs wcrc nradc for thc tl lrcc
v is i ts  in  1964:

. l . l { )  h - l :  Nunt ( rou \  ncs t \  l tnd( r  c i \ r l \ l r l l ( l i ( r t l .
somc apparcntl) complctcd and il
number of old ncsts occtlpicd. I lrokclr
eggs on the boltom of thc culvcrt
iniluded frcsh rnd partl) '  incubatcd
ones.

15 .11 .6 ,1 :  B i rds  appcared to  bc  l ! -ss  nunrc rous
than on thc prcvious visit. Sonlc down\
and partlv fcathercd (dcad) ncstl ings.
as wcll as frcsh. partly incubatcd und
wcll incubated brokcn cggs wcrc on
the bottom of the culvcrt.

2tt. l l .64: Thc colony aPpearcd to bc considcr-
ably rcduced. Again dcad ncstl iDgs
and brokcn cggs wcre obscrvc-d A
dead nestl ing. wcll feathcrcd. was
found jammcd in a ncst cntrancc;
almost rcad! to leave the nest, it had
aPParcntly bccn at thc cntrancc, at-
tempted to turn around to rcturn to
the ncst chambcr and had bccomc
firmlv stuck in the arrow funncl. Its
rcmoval revealed other ncstl ings in-
sidc thc chambcr. all apparently dcad
from starvation when thc parents wcrc
unable to gain acccss with food. I havc
found similar instanccs in othcr
colonies.

Thc reason for thc brokeu cggs and dcad
ncstl ings on the floor of the culvert is not certain.
although I havc found this to bc common with
Fairy Martin colonics. In some instances. other

l 96 l  1962  l 961  196 . {  To la l
No r  i n  No t  i n  No l  i n

' ' l l  rrse trse . l  I

5't 49 :14 109 219

2 r 2 4 8

6  r 0  2 3  -

plpe.

Table 2
Birds Retrapped in Two Subsequent Seqsotrs.

Band Number
0r 0,05 i t5
010-05151
0ro-13239
010- r 507 |
0 r 0 - | 5 7 5 3
0t0- l5 t i73
0r  0 , I58n2

S€ason Banded
it62
1962
1962
t960
1960
l 9 6 l
|  961

S€asons Relrapped
| 963
l96 l
r96 l
|  961
l96 l
1962
t962

1964
1964
t961
1962
1963
1963
1963
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spccics, particularl l Housc Sparrows (Prr.t.rt 'r
( lom.'\t i(u.\), havc bcen obscrvcd intcrfcring with
nests and fighting for occupancy. Thc Zcbra Finch
(7'ueniop|giu .dst lotis) and Striatcd Pardalotcs
( P urtlulot u.v ot'nLnu.\'.\nd .\u b.\triul u.\ ) have bccn
found using Fairy Martin's ncsts for thcir own
brccding, thc formcr usually in colonics dcscrtcd
by thc Martins and the lattcr in such small nunt-
bers that blamc cor.rld hardly bc i lttr ibutcd to
thc  nr .

In many instances I havc found the usual l i ttcr
bcneath thc ncsts but havc observcd no evidencc
of intcrfercncc by sparrows or other spccics.
although a pair of Pardalotcs has occasionall l
nestcd in thc Brokc cttlony.

Thc damagc sccms to bc causcd by thc birds
thcmsclvcs in ono of two ways. As thc ncsts are
built, morc thrn onc pair may contributc to thc
construction o[ an individual ncst. as multi-unit
prcmiscs arc comnlon. During thc constructiol ')
and, in fact, for a continuing pcriod aftcrwards.
thcrc may bc disputcs bctwcen pairs for occu-
pancy. ln a similar manncr. latc arrivals possibl)
l ight incubating birds for control ot nests.

Discussion
Thc 63 birds caught on 4.10.6'1 reprcsents orrl l

portion ol thc colony at that t ime, as a numbcr
of birds cscaped during removal from ncts or
bv  boune ing  o f l  rnd  l l r inP,  unc le r  thc  bo t lom nc l
' ir ings. which arr rlways raiicd sct lhlt anl
birds in thc bdtom pocket are clear of the water
undcr the nets at thc cnds of thc culve . Others
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cscapcd during rcnroval ol ncls lnd bilcls *cre
s t i l l  hcard  in  nes ts  as  bandcrs  l . ' f t  the  cu lvc r t .

Of  thosc  caught .  1 l  on l l  (  l7 ' ;  )  wcrc  caught
a g a i n  o n  l 5 . l l . ( r . 1 .  s i x  w c c k s  l a t c r  n n d  l O  ( 1 6 ' ;  )
on  213. i1 .65 .  IJ  rvecks  a f tc r  thc  f i rs l  v is i l .  N Ios l
b i rds  occupy- . ing  thc  co lon) ,  o thcr  than ncs t l ings .
wcrc dclibcratcll '  causht on thc last visit i lnd
lcw cscapcd capturc. Two birds cscapctl br
rcmain ing  in  thc i r  ncs ts  desp i tc  hand c lapp ing  i rnd
no isc  in  thc  cu lvc r t .  dcs ig r rcd  to  l lush  a l l  l l v ing
birds from thc nl'sts prior to rcmoval of l lct\.
Thcy wcrc obscrvcd to l lv fronr nests whi[ ' thc
nc ts  wcr .c  bc ing  ro l l cd .

Alkrwilg l irr an incubxlion period oi irbuut
two wccLs  rnd  a  lu r ther  two to  th rcc  wccks  bc l i r r t
ncs t l ings  f l v .  b i rds  w i th  cggs  on  ,1 .10 .6 .1  wou ld
have complctcd ncsting hclirrc t lrc scconcl visit
o r r  l 5 . l l . 6 - 1 .

Thosc  s t i l l  b rccd ins  on  l5 th  and 2 l l th  Novcnr -
bcr coulcl ltavc bccn latc lrrivals. oncs thitt lost
cggs  or  ncs t l rngs  a t  on ! 'o r  n lo rc  car l lL ' r  a t tcnrp ts .
o r  somc in  bo th  ca tcgor ics .  Thc  ac l i v i t i cs  dur ing
l96 l  and 1962 scasons d( )  no t  p rov idc  cn( )ugh
data  to  bc  o l  much ass is tancc .  Houcvcr .  thc
rc t rap  ra t io  ovcr  the  th rcc  scaso l rs  (on lv  onc
v is i t  was  nradc  in  1963)  i s  ind ic i t t cd  in - l  ab lc  -1 .

Tablt 4
Re op Rutio ui l l t i t t  I ' .LtL l t  Seuton.

r< . r r rD r . r f . I r r ! c \
B r n d r n !  N u n $ . r  l \ L r l \  6 $ c c l \  r $ L c l \  L r \ L r i ' \

Yc . r  l ) r l .  (  rushr  l r r r r  l , r l r r  l r l c r  h l r r

1 9 6 l  I  O c t .  1 7
l96l l9 Sepr. J. l
196,1 .1 Oct. 6l

l l
, i

l l  l f t

Onc juven i le  was c lught  on  l9 . l l .6 l  and two
on 28 .  11 .6 ,1 .  As  there '  h rs  bccn no  cv idcnce t r l
artif icial prcdation. it would appcar lrom Tablc J
that. although the cvidcncc is mcagrc and in no
way conclusive, nost of thc brce-ding rdults and
their offspring lcavc thc colort\ stton tltcr thc
lattcr t ly and do not continuc to Lrsc thc colon\
as a roosting placc.

No record hls bccn kcpt of thr' nunrbcr ol rlcst'
in use each scason. Howcvcr. I rcnlcmbcr counting
somcthing ovcr 70 occupicd ncsts in 1963 and.iust
ovcr I(X) in Octobcr. I96-1. Thc numbcr of indi-
viduals caught on thcsc visits was .16 and 63
rcspectively or about 30-C7 oI thc i idults from thc
nests. (No juvcnilcs wcrc caught on cithcr
occaslon ).

Conclusion
This l imited banding activit) has providcd somc

information. Approxinratcl) ' 25ii of bandcd birds
havc bcen recovered back at thc colony at lcasl
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oncc  d t t r ing  subscqL lco t  sc i l sons  So f l l r .  on l \

ncsativc cviclcncc irr(l icatcs that bret'cl ing adults
"r'r i l  th"it oflsprint lcavc thc colon] sotln l l icr
rhc  la t tc r  i l v . -A  numbcr  o f  qucs t ions  l rc  h igh
l i ch tcc l  as  a  rcsu l t  o l  th is  ana lvs is .  and thcsc  c l t t t
. . i r l r  hc  un .w. re . l  h r  l i t t t t re  h i r r )J i r r . l  p r t r iL ! t ' .

D , ,  h r ,c t l i r , r ' :  p r r i r '  r r t r ' l  h i r ( l '  l r ' rn l  r  h r " " l in r

co lonv  rcmai i  togNhcr  dur ing  n ig ra t ion? ls
thcrc ir conrplclc or partial changc-ovcr of birds in
iircns wherc Fair-'- Martins arc knowlr to bc
nrcsent  th roughout  thc  Ycar  o r  do  s r lmc b i rds
iemain in thcil- brccdins arcas'l How Ilr do thc\
migra t . ' l  Docs  thc i r  m igra t ion  takc  thcm to  thc
t;arirc arcas by thc samc routcs cach ycar?

Thc N in th  Arnua l  Rcpor t  o f  Thc  Aus t ra l ian
I l i rd  Banc l ing  Schcmc.  Ju lv .  1962.  to  Ju ly ,  1963
(  C.S. l .R .O.  D iv is ion  o t  Wi ld l i f c  Re scarch
Tcchn icu l  Paper  No.  7 ) .  shows 1233 Fa i ry
\' lartins bandcd antl 75 individuals rccovcrcd. A
fr.rrthcr 2lJ3 were bandcd in thc following l2

months. fhc oldcst rccordcd Fairy Martin ot
knowr  agc  is  0 l0 -2  l6 l  7  bandcd as  a  f l cdg l ing  on
6.11 .60  ind  rc t raPpcd a t  ncs t  ncar  band ing  po in t
o n  : ! . 1 0 . 6 . 1  ( s c c  V o l .  2 .  N o .  ; 1 .  p .  I  l l ) .

So far. no rccovcrics havc bcen recordcd away

I )e t  u t tb t ' t .  1965

i r , , m  h r r n d i n r :  I , r c : r t t , ' t t ' .  l h i .  r '  n ' ' t  ' 1 1 1 | 1 i ' 1 1 1 1  i 1 1
vicw of thc-rclativclv snlall nunlbcr bandccl 1rr
da tc .  Thc  pos i t ion  is  un l i l c l r  to  chrnsc  l l r c i i t l \
runlcss a cunccrtcd co-opcrativc eflort is dircclcd
at banding this spccics througl'tout the Contin!'nt

This woultl ccrtainll producc fascinrtir lg
. r n \ u c r \  L r  i r l  l e l r . l  \ o n l .  t \ i  I l l (  q t l . \ l i r r n \  c r r l l

ccrninI thc distribr.rt ion. movcn]cnts and hlbits
of thc-Fairy Martin. A grclt oPportunit\ i lwirits
rhc bandcr wl'to has thc abil ity. ctrthusiasm rtrr. l
t imc to init i irtc and pronlotc a co-ofcri lt irc Fair) '
Mar t in  Band ing  Pro jcc t .

Acknon ledgemerrts

I wish to cxPrcss nl\ apprccii i t ion lo J()l ln
Disnc),. Arthur (iwynn and Ral L-tlrrnon rvhtl rcltt l
and comncntcd on thc nranuscript dralt l wotlld
a lso  l i kc  to  thank  C l i l c  C ln lp i t l r r .  u l to  l t cc t t t l t -
pan icd  mc on  a  nun lbcr  o l  v is i l s .  thc  o thcr  bandcrs
l rnd  rss is tan ts  who have par t i c iP i i t cd  111 \ l r lo t l \
t imcs .  and p t r t i cu la r l )  Ha l rv  S tc rnbcck .  o l  Bro [c .
who hus  co  opcra tcd  so  rv i l l i ng l l  in  pcrn l i t t ing
us  to  usc  n ls  ProPcr I ) .

- t .  ( ;  l  B i l l )  Ld t t (
65 ltr oLxl Strect, Lunt ( 'olt ' , ,\ ' .. l . l l

Juvenile Plumage in The Grey Shrike-Thrush
Wc lravc not becn able to tracc dctails in thc

litcratr.rrc ,-rf thc changc from juvenilc tQ adult
p lumagc o l  thc  Crc !  Shr ikc -Thrush ( ( r l l i r i -

cincIu honronict t .
Juvcnile bircls arc rcltdily r! 'cognisablc in tl lat

thcy  hrvc  lhc  uppcr  par ts  g rc ! i sh  h rowr )  w i th  i l
d is i inc t  o l i vc  t ingc :  thc  a tca  around thc  cvc  and
a clistinct stripe ovcr thc cYe ilrc pil lc rufous: thc
fcathcrs of thi undcrparts havc a pronlincnt dilrk
brown ccn t rc  s t rcak .

Thc adult nralc hits a white patch on thc
lorcs arca and thc chin and uppcr throat arex
arc dull whitc. Thc brcast arca is plain ashy-grc1

Thc adu l t  f cn la lc  i s  s in r i la r  to  thc  adu l t  n l r l c
but has lcss whitc on thc throat and hits narrtlw
black shafts to thc rsh)-grcy fcltthcrs of thc throat
irnd brcast arclls.

On ADr i l  25 .  1964.  a t  the  l lo tan ica l  C i i rdcns .
('anbcrri i. wc bandctl a bird in typical jr.rvcnilc

nlunrasc. As thc l(rcai brccding scason ts tronl'Scptcribcr 
to carly . lanuary this bird would

probably have bccrl at lcast thrce months old at

th is  t imc.
I  h i .  b i rd  was rc t r rPncd on  Mry  22 .  lgh5 '  wh(n

lhc  fca lhers  l r t ' und  thc  c lc  lnd  thc  c le  \ l r lpc  wcrc

\ t i l l  pa l c  r u l ous  bL r t  d i s t i nc t l l  p i L l e r  t han  i n  r t  b i r t l
of th-c vcar. Thc strcal inc on thr brcl lst lnd thr()1lt
r u , , .  n r i r ch  r cc l uccd  and - r i t r h t t  s i l l l i l a r  t o  t h l t l  o l

t h c  l d u l t  I c n l a l c . ' l h c  d u l l  $ h i t c  o l  t h c  c h i n  a n d

uppcr t l ' t roal trci ls wAs lacl ' ing i is lh! '  i lsh)-
g i . : y  s t r caked  p lumagc  c r t cn r l cd  r i gh t  1o  t hc  b i l l .

' fhc 
bird was prclbablr an inl lni l l t l l - ! '  lcnl i l lc

l t  this st lgc. at i l  bel icvcd nl ininrunl i tgc ol sirtcc'n

months. Hatl  i1 trot becn traltdccl lvc rvott l t l
p robab l v  have  c l i i s scd  i t  as  l l  j uvcn i l c  i i \  i t  w i l s

n ruch  c i osc r  t o  j uvcn i i c  t han  1o  adL r l t  P lum l l r c

S te  t L  un t l  I ) t ' n i . l  l l ' i lw t t .
' \urnt l turulult  A C'I '

Bird in thc Hand

Adtlit ional copics of Llird in thc Hand are
availablc. A single copl of clch of the' prccc'ding

\car's issues wil l bc forwarclcd to l l l  nl! 'nlbcrs-olacing 
an ordcr with thc Hon. l 'rcasurcr lollow-

ing p;blication of thc l lnal part of cach volunrc.
pr"ici S/-. Multiple copics may also bc obtuincd
For further details pleasc writc to thc Hon
Treasurer.
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