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This, the second bird report covering the activities
of the Malayan Nature Society, deals largely with
banding and the visual study of migrant birds-of-prey,
Waders and Terns: also, new records for Malaya are
noted and selected species are discussed.

Some 2,588 individuals of 199 species were banded
in 1963, the birds being captured, with few excep-
tions, by standing mist nets in selected localities. The
number of any one species banded varied from one
to 572 (Yellow-vented Bulbul), though it seldom ex-
cecded a total of fifty. No dislant recoveries of
Mulavan birds were recorded. However, the taking of
two Purple Herons, banded in eastern Siberia, is of
interest, especially as one from the same area was
noted the previous year.

[nteresting observations are given on the movements
of Honey Buzzards and Sparrowhawks. A conservative
estimate, based on various factors, indicated a passage
of an estimated 180,000 birds of each of these two
species during a period of one month.

No terns or waders were banded during the year.
Field observations on the numbers and movements of
these birds at Selangor are given in a table (2) and
also in a section dealing with an area near Singapore.
The banding of such species would be well worth
while because many of these listed — various Plavers,
Sandpipers, Stints and Terns (including the Little, the
Whitc-winged Black and the Common) — migrate as
far south as Australia where recoveries and sight
observations may be expected.

From the locality near Singapore, consisting of
ponds, mangroves, scrub and grasslands, 100 species
were recorded, including 32 kinds of Waders among
which were three species new to Malaya: they were
the Cireen Sandpiper, the Spotted Redshank and the
Spoon-bilied  Stint. Drawings, with field characters
indicated, are given of the Stint and the Redshank.

The Bar-tailed Godwit is considered a rare vagrant

and “clearly not as common™ as the Black-tailed
species. The reverse is the position in Australia. No
mention is made of the Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, a
common Palaearctic migrant to Australia, indicating
that its flight-lines may well lic cast of Malaya, as
would appear (0 be the case with the Bar-tailed
Godwit, another northern hemisphere wader that is
fumerous in both Australia and New Zealand.
The final section of the report deals with the status.
abits and movements of selected species. A diagram,
Allustrating the display flight of Richard’s Pipit could
well be applied to the Australian Pipit, which is
atural enough considering they are the same species.
€ use of different vernacular names for the same
Pecics indicates the need for an international com.
EMittee to deal with such matters, The Large-tailed
E Nightiar of Australia becomes the Long-tailed Nightjar
2 in Malaya and the Mangrove Kingfisher the White-
geollarcd Kingfisher,
; ¢ cnthusiastic field work and banding activities of
Members of the Malayan Nature Society has produced
Much of local interest and, also, observations of value
B¢ ornithologists in other countries, particularly Aus-
g — K4 HINDWOOD, Svdney, NS.W.
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“Idtia Annual Report of the New Zealand Bird Banding
Scheme for the year ending 31st March, 1964."

Compiled by C. 1. R, Rohertson, published by Dominion
Muserm, Wellingron, November, 1964,

The latest report of the New Zealand Bird Banding
Scheme which is now under the direction of the Domin.
ion Museum, Wellington, covers the period for the year
ending March 31, 1964, A total of 26,520 birds of 77
species was banded for the period, raising the total
number of birds banded under the scheme to 143.240,
and the year's 2,335 recoveries and 2,246 repeats
increased these respective totals to 12,640 and 10,523.
Three gull species, namely, the Red-billed Guli (Larus
novachollandiae scopulinus), Dominion Guil (L. domin-
icanus) and Black-billed Gull (L. bulieri), accounted for
about 41 per cent. of the total numbers banded and 50
per cent. of those recovered. mainly because of the ease
of sight recoveries.

The report is divided into two tables and a list of
recoveries. The first table is a list of the numbers of
birds banded by active operators and the second js u
detatled coverage of the numbers of all species of birds
banded and recovered at the various banding localitics.

In the list of recoveries are impartant data on two
species which migrate between New Zealand and Aus
tralia, namely, the Australian Gannet (Sufa serrator) and
the White-fronted Tern (Sterna siriata). Recoveries of
the Australian Gannet clearly reveal that during the
post-fledging period, a large proportion of young birds
move across the Tasman Sea to the coasts of eastern
Australia, and that many birds nest at their place of
birth. All recoveries in eastern Australia are within u
few months of being banded, indicating once again the
considerably higher mortality rate in juvenile birds,
Tenacity to the same nesting station is a feature of this
species and several other sea-birds as revealed bv
banding.

Of the eleven White-fronted Tern recoveries, one
was from Australia. This individual was banded as a
nestling on December 8, 1962, at the mouth of the
Walma River and recovered on September 27. (963,
at Ewalong Beach, New South Wales. which is 1,400
miles from the banding site.

Five of the six recoveries of the Royal Albatross
(Diomedea e. epomophora), banded at Campbell Tsland,
were from around the shores of Chile and Argentina.
These recoveries support previous findings that voung
birds move into this region soon after being fledged
where they possibly remain for some time

Birds banded overseas and recovered in New Zealand
are listed. Thus the Little Egret (Egretra garzeliia),
banded by N. I. Favaloro on December 15, 1962, near
Balranald, New South Wales, and recovered on May 9,
1963, near Qamaru, New Zealand (we Bird Bander,
June, 1963, p. 104) is included. There are also recoveries
of the Giant Petrel (Macronectes gigantens) in this list.
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