The Australian Bird Bander

The following letter reccived recently from
john Liddy, now at Kingscliff, on thc mnorth
coast of N.S.W., is much too full of interesting
detail to keep to ourselves:

“After a quiet spell from about mid-August
until late January, am again getting to band a
few. February was a good month, getting just
on 800 banded on one patch of flowering
Banksia. White-cheeked Honeyeaters are the
dominant bird of the heaths here, and nearly
threcquarters of all birds netted were these . . .
including retraps took up to a hundred scveral
days, with a max. of 130 one day. However,
on the last couple of week-ends they have drop-
ped right off, and yesterday only took 22 or so.
Suspect that they have dispersed to breed, but
have no proof . . . unless I start to catch oodles
of young in a month or so.

Next commonest birds have been Miners
(noisy), Little Wattle Birds and Scaly-breasted
Lorikeets . . . got 30-40 of each of these . . .
only 4 or 5 Rainbow Lorikeets. Quite a different
story to last year . only got one Scaly-
breasted, and five Swift Parrots . . . surely the
most northerly likely to be banded for some
time. The Silvereyes secm to be starting to
come through . . . last year I got a lot in April
... few before . . . been getting a steady dribble,
and then took 30 last Saturday, but few this
week-end.

Brown Honeyeaters also seem to be moving
through, or perhaps just into the heath . . . nor-
mally only get odd one or two, but last two
Saturdays have got 15-plus each day. Noisy
Friar Birds ditto . . . none until mid February
... then 1-2-3 each day . . . but last three days
have got 7, 11 and 7 .. . also got the first one
per day Little Friar Birds . . . the first seen
around since last August.

Other species are odds and ends . . . got six
White-browed Scrub-wrens on first visit, but no
new ones since . . . have had odd Red-browed
Finch, Lewin Honeyeaters, Tawny Grass Birds,
Rufous Whistlers, Variegated Wrens, Mistletoe
Birds, and a single Scarlet Honeyeater, Yellow
Robin (very unexpected in habitat), Striped
Honeyeater, Varied Triller, Shining Bronze-
Cuckoo, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, Drongo,
Red-backed Wren, Bar-shouldered Dove, and
Peregrine Faicon.

[ used to put my nets up overnight, but started
getting flying foxes . . . I also used to get 1-6
Blossom Bats, but apart from getting tangled
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badly, these are not too bad, although they chew
a hele in the net most times. Also once got a
Feather-tail Glider . . . probably the most de-
lightful little creature I have ever handled.

Should be O.K. for banding now until about
mid-August, as there is a succession of banksias
to flower, and there is a good concentration
around . . . mostly Honeyeaters, with Silvereyes
in fair numbers over the winter. September
until January is a dead loss here, but might even-
tually find something.

The story continues in a more rtecent letter
dated July 5:

“Am still in the middle of a major migration
of honeyeaters mainly Yellow-faced
(about 750 banded), and Spincbills {about 650
banded) but with lesser numbers of Fuscous,
White-naped, and Red Wattle-birds . . . . . .
these last 3 specics | did not cven see last ycar.
White-throated and Scarlets finished a couple of
months ago. Little and Noisy friar birds still
here got about 30 Little and about 200
Noisy. On Friday saw a very definite migration
of the Noisy, accompanied by Yellow-faced. The
Yellow-faced are still moving . . . . . saw a few
singles going north this morning. Most ever saw
through herc was about 40,000 in about an
hour; but Tom Guthrie saw what he called a
“blizzard” pass Brunswick last menth . . . . in
an hour between an estimated 100,000 minimum
and 300,000 maximum. All going south, out of
season.”

Bird in the Hand

Additional copies of “Bird in the Hand” are
available. A single copy of each of the preceding
year's issues will be forwarded following publi-
cation of the final part of each volume to all
members placing an order with the Hon.
Treasurer. Price 5/-. Multiple copies may also
be obtained. For further details pleasec write to
the Hon. Treasurer.

BANDERS!

Remember your obligation to renew your
State and C.S.LR.O. permits.



