
7'|rc Auttrdlian Ilird Ilunder t cp teD thc r ,  l 9b \

EDITORIAL COMMEI\TS
There arc a number of matters which seem to

call for editorial comment in relation to thc
present issue. ln the hrst placc, readers may notc
that we have again managed a 24-page issue.'Wc 

understand that somc readers thousht our
l l s t  i ssue.  J t  l6  pJgcs .  a  t r i f le  : l im,  so  ie  must
point out that a return to 24 pages has bcen
managed only by dipping into our reserves in two
directions. On the financial side, thc larger issue
ur r r  mudc po .s ih lc  by  a  I3U grun t  f rom ahe mi \ t -
0ct fund. lt is essential that this fuod should
mrrke a small profit to provide for a working
capitrl and running expenscs, and it has always
bccn intendcd that any accumulatcd surplus
:hou lL t  be  avr i lub lc  lo r  thc  purposcs  o f  lhc
Association. Thanks to Steve Wilson's careful
managcment, such a surplus was available at this
crit ical juncture, but obviously this can not bc
rcgardcd as a regular sourcc of revenuc. On the
cLiitorial sidc, we have now virtually caught up
rvith our back log of material awaiting publication,
rvhich is all to the good, but this means that we
look to future contributors for almost thc entirc
cortcnts of our next issue. The moral is olain.
l[ \rc arc lo have regular 24-page issues a1 thc
nrcscnt subscription ratc we must have a sub-
stantialty increiscd membership, and the flou of
written contributions from members must bc
rnaintaincd and increased. On present form, therc
shorrld bc no great diff iculty about meeting the
second requirement.

We turn next to our President's message (page
55) hcld over from our last issue throush-laik
of spuce. but none the les\ l imely. and w:e hope
it wil l be read carefully by all banders. Stevc his
always becn insistent that the ultimate aims of
bird banding - namely to increase our knowledgc
and understanding of birds - should be ke-nt
l irnriy in view, and to this end that banders shouid
so organise their work as to avoid wasteful dis-
stpation of efiort.

ln this connection we should l ike to comment
on Stevc s paper. "New Inlormation on Some
ttlrd\ 

:4 New South ttales." which appeared in
th ,e  Mi ly  i ssue o f  The Emu (Vo l .  64 . 'p .  209) .
I  n r \  t \  un  r rce l lenr  cxamplc  o f  the  resu l i s  wh ich
car hc oblained by consistent banding at f ixed
lY . : ]  

.  ' ' .  l hc  ma in  purpose o f  such a  p- rogrammr
ls  o l  c , ,u r \c  the  s tudy  o f  th . '  b i rds  o f ' thc -chosen
arca  as . l  uho ic .  bu t ' cspcc ia l l y  in  a  count r l  l i ke
Aust ra l i r .  where  the  i im i ts  o f  c i i s t r ibu t ion-o f  so
many spccics are imperfectly known, an incidental

bonus wil l be thc discovcry of uncxpcctcd cx-
tensions of thc rangcs of various spccics. In this
instancc the Canberra banders have shown that
thc Pink Robin (Pelroica rodinopaster) is i\
regular winter visitor to the ranges of the A.C.T.,
and havc indicated that its breeding range may be
considcrably morc extensivc than previouslv
supposcd. Significant additions to the known
ranges of the Variegated Wrcn (Malurut
lumbe r t i ), Yellow-throated Scrub-wrcn ( Se rit orni.t
tuttutni) and Shining Bronze Cuckoo ((' lal( irer
ftr. idr|) have also been cstablishcd.

We havc prcviously commented editoriall l  on
thc subject of banding ethics. This may secm ir
novel idca to some, but a l itt lc reflection should
convincc any experienced bandcr that thc question
rs an lmportant onc. On pagc 54 Warren Hitch-
cock has attempted to draw up a code of banding
cthics. No doubt others would havc exoresscJ
the  n) rncr  somcwhl l  d i lTcrcn l l v .  bu t  q i  com.
mend Warren's suggested code to the attcntio|
of all banders. Clause 8 is slightly dif l icult in
that.lt covers a vcry lmportant aspect of banding
- thc relationship betwecn bandcrs - rvhich is
dimcult to deline. It is not meant to imDlv that
banders  shou ld  have te r r i ro r i r l  r iqh ts  o r  ex i lus i rc
c la ims to  par t i cu la r  a reas  o f  s t r idy .  fo r  band inc
is fundamentally a co-operative cffort; but it doe.s
mean that banders should respect the interests ()t
the i r  fe l lows.  no t  muck  up  favoured band ing  arer r
by cxcessive interference or intrude on ;Decial
projects. This wil l be avoided if banders working
in adjacent or overlapping areas are meticulou--s
about keeping one another informed of their
activit ies, even to the extent of exchanging l ists
of bands used where nccessarl. This is-esiential
when operating in an area $'here another bander
is conducting a regular survey.

F ina l l y  we nore  w i rh  regrer  tha t  War ren  H i tch-
cock has found it necessarv to resign from hi,
honorary position as editor ol The Emu. Omi-
thologists throughout Australia are indebted to
him for having carried the heavy burden of the
editorship of The Emu since Charles Bryant's
death. We feel that he has discharged the duties
o f  th is  o f f i ce  we l l ,  cnd  tha t  he  can-hand over  rL )
his successor with the satisfaction of knowinp
lha t  thc  rcputa t ion  o f  rhc  journr l  has  bccn en-
h_anced during his tenure of ofl lce. We join *ith
Warren in welcoming his successor, Jack Hlctr.
and u ish ing  h im success  rnd  s r t i s fac t ion  in ' l r i ,
omce.
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