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MIST. NETTIi\G S/ADERS IN DAYLIGHT
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The author reports some intcresting results obtained !f .sgttinq mist rets

f." Wual",i-i. ,"f""["a to"ution, at Mt. Iia, Queensland, and at Vandelin Island

in the Gulf of CarP€ntaria.

Most bandcrs havc reported poor results from

i r l l cmDt i  to  mi : ' t -nc l  $ ldars  dur ing  day l igh t  hours
Lxoc i i cncc  l t  Mount  I . r  h rs  ind ica ted  th r t  waders
crn  br  c tush l  in  ou i tc  l : r rge  numbcrs  in  d ry l igh t
i l  nc ts  i r rc  i c t  in  su i tab le  lnc r l ions .  Tab lc  I  sun t -

nrariscs thc Mount lsa Group's results with waders

fo r  thc  summcr  o f  1964-65.

Table I
ltlde.s catreht b] mist_nel ar llt. t5' atrd Vand€lln I '

suiirmer. 196:l_65

Nun lber  caush i
R A.o  t j  r  D .Y N ish t

i : . .  s 1 c .  c .  H . n J n t  R , , , . ; n r , l  u J n J r d  R e , ,  , r r , l

l  \ l  l l cd  knecd t ) . r l le . r l  80  3 .1  6  2

I  14  N l r \ [ cd  l , lov . r  ) i (  I  ) l  2  1

l 1 9  N l o n s o l i a n  D o t l e r t l  1 ( l l

l 4 :1  t l cd-c .ppcd l )o ( r t rc l  18  <

1 .14  R laek  f ron t rd  Do l lc re l  I  15  16  15  1

146 \ \ 'h i re - l reeded S l ih  4  a

152 A l rc \ - l l i l ed  God$ i {  l

154  \ \ rood Sandp ip . .  I

15? Common Sandp iPer  I

158 ( i recnshank 2

159 Mrrsh  S lndp i te r  1

I6 l  Cur lew Sandp ipc .  3

16 l  Rcd-necked St in (  l ( l )  Z

Lons toed S l in t  I

16 :1  Shr rp- t l i l ed  Sandprp t r  ?5  I  5

1 6 5  G r e a t  K n o t  l l l r  I ( l )

tCl4l,r .' if.,.) 15 iiait t
' t'isures ir p.rtnthes€\ refe. to birds taii.n ai Vandelln I

Most of thcsc birds rvcrc nctted in the vicinity
of thc Leichhardt Danl, Mount lsa, but a few
birds $cre caught on thc beach at Vandelin Is.,
Sir Edward Pcllc* Group, Northcrn Territory.
Thc best catch for thc season was 70 in onc
lftcrnoon using 8 nets. Howcver, at one location
using 3 or 4 nets in coniunction with our normal
bend ins  ac t iv i t i cs ,  wc  c lught  l5  to  20  wrdcr '
: r ln ros l "cvery  Sundry  dur ing  Octobcr .  Noventber
and Dccembcr.

Thc most succcssful ncts for daylight use are
thc standard l l in. mesh threc-panel mist nets,
thoush we also usc the heavier 21in. mesh two-
n i rnL : t  w ldcr  nc l . .  Ncrs  o l  a l l  t cng th  a re  uscd.  bu t
i l , .  ' hor tc r  l0 f t .  and 4Ul l .  nc ls  a re  p re lc r red  in
nrost locations bccause they are easier to set and
have lcss tendency to sag into the water when a
numbcr  o f  b i rds  a re  caught .

Two bchaviour characteristics of rvadcrs lrc

the major factors in our succcss. Firstly, lf

aonroachcd s lowly ,  \ \adcrs  c ! t l  b i  d r ivcn  lo \ \a rds
un i  r tons  the  ua ic r ' s  cdpc  Sccon. l l l .  r rhcn  f l ; ing
t rom spo l  to  spot  t l l e )  l cnJ  lo  l l y  lo -$ ,ovcr  lh (
na tc r  para l le l  to  and i r  l c \ \  J l rds  on  lnc  \ l lo rL '

Whcn do ine  th is  th t i t  n lovcmL 'n ls  r rc  t ) l t c t l

chrnnc lcd  in ' io  qu i te  n3r ro \ \  l l i gh l  l r lh '  b j  Po in l \ '
by sand spits or islands, or by bushes slltnding
in thc watcr olT shore.

To take advantagc of these bchaviour
charactcristics we use two typcs of nct scttings'
tn thc l lrst we sct t\\ 'o, three or four octs in it
V or U at thc end of a sand spit or nlud l l l t The

bottom cord is run closc' to thc ground With

this sct the wadcrs are allorvcd to accunuli ltc ()n

the sDit or mud flat and arc then slorvll '  drivcn
into ihe V or U. When thcy arc insidc thcy arc
startled into fl ight by rushing forrvard and clapping
hands and throwing sticks ln their panic nlany
fly straight into the nets.

In thc second sctting onc or morc ncts arc ruD
out lrom thc shorc at favourablc locations on
no in ts  o r  across  open sp lccs  he tuecn thL  'h . ' r t

lnd  is lands ,  mud l l i l t s .  o r  c lun lps  o f  bu 'hcs  l r r

this case the bottom cord is kcpt l2 to l8 inchcs
above rvater level to prevcnt ncttcd l l irds touching
the water. The bandirs or hclpers travcl up and
down the shorc disturbing thc birds and making
lhem f l y  towards  lhe  l lapp ing  r rca .  Both  sc t t in t '
r re  cqu 'a l l y  succc : ' s fu l  in  thc  .h1  pror idcd  s r r i t : rb lc
loca t ions  lan  bc  found,  bu l  t l l c  ' ccond 'c t t i t l s

is more convenient and successful for night
opcrations.

While most of our cxpericnce lras bccn utrdcr
tideless conditions around thc Lcichhardt Dam,
I  h rd  thc  oppor tun i t l  t . r  t cs t  thc  techn iquc \  unJcr
coas ta l  cond i t ion '  dur ing  a  :hor t  v i ' i t  to  \  lndc l i r t
lsland in Novenber, 1964. Tides sct major prob-
lems. For instance, iIn uncxpectcdly high tidt'
onc evcning resulted in a sizablc catch of sca
weed plus-two Long-Toms Horvevcr, I had
some success with the U sctting at or ncar high
water mark in a snall bay adjacent to the man-

Rrovcs .  I  a lso  caupht  tuo  b i rds  by  ' c l l i n8  l  nc l
on  a  po in t  be lwccn luo  beuchcr '  A  rocL \  rc ( l
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' I  
lrt Australiun Bird Ilander .Stptcntht'r, 1965

bctwccn bcuche\. lhat is nol quirc covercd bv hiehw-atcr. would bc ideal anLl should produic e"x_ceI |enr  rcsu l ts  a t  n igh t .

' - -As  
wc l l  as  rvaders .  thcse  lypes  o f  se t t ings  can

::c)pccrcd ro catch r variety-of ortrcr U;rdsl With

Because of the drought and thc lorv levcl of
the Lcichhardt Dam, conditions arc titely to Uc
somewhat different ncxt summcr. Howevir, pro_
vided that waders return, we cxpect to be ible
lo  rcpcat .our  success  b)  adapt ing  rh t ,  techn iques
dcvetopc-d . t ts t  ycJr  to  mcct  thcse  chrnped Con_
d i t ion \ .  Wc be l i c re  a lso  tha t  b rndcrs  e lscwherc
could successfully use thesc techniques u,hcrevcr
waders can bc found in sufl icient 

- 
nunrbers.

R.  K .  Car ru thers ,9  Oban Rd. ,  Mt .  I sa ,  e ld .

t hc  d i i \  l i ch t  n " t ,  * "  a "
( ' r (  o . r v | l f h l  nc t s  wc  caugh t  a  f ew  ducks ,  numerOUs

Lllll9-". hir.l:,. .kingfis-hcrs. zcbra hnches andhon.y""t.ri. 
-with"n

a"ii-'ri;i,iJ*,j:'il;i:,i'rHilT,;:i'J1,,[iTiT:Si lver  Gu l ls ,  Tea l ,whirc cl cd o;r.'ii'ii' er".i'b-"iil
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