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The seasonal l luclualions ol lhe Yellow-tulled Honeveater (Meliphugu
melunops) in localities near Bcndigo are described, and these are related to lhc
flowering ol favoured hees and shrubs. The numbers banded and retrapped over
a thirteen-month period are tabulated. Numbers banded in rny (,ne monlh
fluctuated between 43 and 464. No distant recoveries have been reporled.

Thc numbers of Yellow-tuftcd Honeycaters
bandcd in the Bcndigo district during the last
thrce ycars show scasonal f luctuations, which are
loverncd by the nectar available. Thc principal
rourcc scems to be thc Yellow Gum (Euculypttts
lL,tuoxtktr). with the Rcd lronbark (8. sider-
o,rt,/ol) and thc grevil leus being the other main
attractions.

At thc commencement of banding here in 1962,
thc Yellow-tufted Honcyeatcrs becamc very
noticcablc in the spring when the grevil leas
(Grevillca aLpina aw) C. aquaJolia) started
bloonring. Unfortunatcly, they do not bloom or
lroducc ncctar with thc regularity that bird
banclcrs rvould l ike. The grevil leas are low
shrubs ,3  f t .  be ing  thc  nax imum he igh t ,  mak ing
conditions ideal for netting. At the finish of the
florvcrinr of these shrubs. the "Yellow Tufts"
lc f t  thc  d is t r i c t  fo r  thc  summer  o f  1962/1963.
A graduai increase in numbcrs was noticed as
thc Ycllow Gums commcnced blooming in tbe
: l r tumn o l  1963.  Thcrc  r rccs .  hav ing  lha i r  b los-
sonr at about 30 ft. to 40 ft. above ground, keep
thc birds feeding high, but by placing the nets
around snrall water holes, protected by low
shrubs, a good number of biids can be iaught
with only a few nets.

July and August of 1963 proved to bc another
lean timc, but by SeptembCr the numbers were
mounting and a pcak was reached in November.
A go,rd many birds remaincd right throughout
lhc  summcr  months  and wcre  caught  in  good
numbcrs around thc dams until Mav of 1964.

Somc honcycuters  -  e .s . .  yc l low- faced and
Whitc-napcd - completel) disappear from this
districl, but thc Yellow-iufrcd be.orne, ,"r..
navrng becn nellcd for cverv month over thc
two years_ of-banding. The bist monthly netting
was in March, 1964-, with 464 *yello; Tufts;
ne l tcd  hy  J .  Kc l tam and myse l r .
, -1  1 . , '  p , " l  rc l l l y  ind ica tcs  an  in rproremenl  in
g lndrng  lcchn iquc  as  much as  in  b i r< l  popu la t ion .
l_ne numbcr \  o f  honcyeat ing  b i rds  genera l l y  in -
:lcls: ca.ch ycar in rhc r,rcis of f loiwering'rrces
and shrub .  r r r  thc i r  t ioucr ing  occur . .  hu t ,  uhen

this coincides with hot dry weather, thc birds
flock to the small dams and casual rvatcr holcs
for drinking and bathing.

The numbcr  o f  t imes tha t  ind iv idua l  b i rds  can
bc retrapped during a day shou's that thcl re-
quire a considerablc amount of water, so lhe
nets must be placed jn thc shadc and awat front
the water a l itt le, 10 cnablc thcm cventually to
satisfy that need. As mentioncd carlicr, fc* ncts
are used so the bandcr can kecp thcm clearcd.

The table, giving thc monthly totals from Aug-
us t ,  1963,  to  August .  1964,  shows the  normal
fluctuations. It is compiled fronr thc combincd
figurcs of two banders, sometimcs working to-
gether, but for the most part working at diffcrent
localit ies.
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As rcgards retraps, these show a l itt lc movc-
ment about the district, in one casc 8 milcs in 3
months and another 2] miles for a similar period.
but most are recovercd where banded.

It has been noticed that birds of a group tcnd
to remain together. A case in point is that of
a group which was banded during onc ycar and
then apparentlv left thc district: but on the return
of good numbers l2 months later, several birds
of that group were retrappcd togethcr at thc
band ing  s i tc .

As  yc l .  we have had no  d is lan t  rc (o \c r i ( \ .  nor
havc we retrapped birds of other banders.
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