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Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters in Bendigo District

JOHN C. IPSEN

The seasonal

fluctuations of the Yellow-tufted Honeveater (Meliphagu

melunops) in localities near Bendigo are described, and these are related to the
flowering of favoured trees and shrubs, The numbers banded and retrapped over
a thirteen-month period are tabulated. Numbers banded in any one month
fluctuated between 43 and 464. No distant recoveries have been reported.

The numbers of Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters
banded in the Bendigo district during the last
three years show scasonal fluctuations, which are
poverned by the nectar available. The principal
souree seems to be the Yellow Gum (Eucalyptus
lewcoxvion), with the Red lronbark (E. sider-
oxvion) and the grevilleas being the other main
attractions.

At the commencement of banding here in 1962,
the Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters became very
noticcable in the spring when the grevilleas
(Grevillea alpina and G. aquafolia) started
blooming. Unfortunately, they do not bloom or
produce nectar with the regularity that bird
banders would like. The grevilleas are low
shrubs, 3 ft. being the maximum height, making
conditions ideal for netting. At the finish of the
flowering of these shrubs, the “Yellow Tufts”
left the district for the summer of 1962/1963.
A gradual increase in numbers was noticed as
the Yellow Gums commenced blooming in the
autumn of 1963. Thesc trees, having their blos-
som at about 30 ft. 1o 40 ft. above ground, keep
the birds feeding high, but by placing the nets
around small water holes, protected by low
shrubs, a good number of birds can be caught
with only a few nets.

July and August of 1963 proved to be another
lean time, but by September the numbers were
mounting and a peak was reached in November,
A good many birds remained right throughout
the summer months and were caught in good
numbers around the dams until May of 1964.

Some honeycaters — e.g.. Yellow-faced and
White-naped — completely disappear from this
dlSt!‘lCt, but the Yellow-tufted becomes rare,
having been netted for every month over the
tWo years of banding. The best monthly netting
was in March, 1964, with 464 “Yellow Tufts”
nelted_ by J. Kellam and myself.

This peak really indicates an improvement in
banding technique as much as in bird population.
The numbers of honeyeating birds generally in-
~ €rease cach year in the arcas of flowering trees
as their flowering occurs, but, when
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this coincides with hot dry weather, the birds
flock to the small dams and casual watcr holes
for drinking and bathing.

The number of times that individual birds can
be retrapped during a day shows that they re-
quire a considerable amount of water, so the
nets must be placed in the shade and away from
the water a little, to cnable them eventually to
satisfy that need. As mentioned carlicr, few nets
are used so the bander can keep them cleared.

The table, giving the monthly totals from Aug-
ust, 1963, to August, 1964, shows the normal
fluctuations. It is compiled from the combined
figures of two banders, sometimes working to-
gether, but for the most part working at different
localities,

Month Number Number
Banded Retrapped
Aug. '63 99 8
Sept. I 15
Qct. 85 15
Nov. 221 12
Dec. 176 16
Jan. 64 206 1
Feb. 96 —
Mar. 464 5
Apr. 154 6
May 72 8
June 46 2
July 71 8
Aug. 43 9

As regards retraps, these show a little move-
ment about the district, in one case 8 miles in 3
months and another 24 miles for a similar period.
but most are recovered where banded.

It has been noticed that birds of a group tend
to remain together. A case in point is that of
a group which was banded during on¢ year and
then apparently left the district; but on the return
of good numbers 12 months later, several birds
of that group were retrapped together at the
banding site.

As yet, we have had no distant recoveries, nor
have we retrapped birds of other banders.

J. C. Ipsen, 15 Smith S1., Bendigo Victoria.



