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Banding The Crested Pigeon in Queensland

LLOYD NIELSEN

The author records his experience in banding Crested Pigeons (Ocyphaps
lophotes) during two seasons at Jandowac in Southern Queensland. This species
is subject o regular movements, and banding results raise some interesting questions,

From the months of May to Octeber in the Jan-
dowac district of Quecnsland (and undoubtedly
in other districts too) there is a strong movement
of Crested Pigeons

The movement commences quite suddenly,
there being no forewarning and ends just as
abruptly. It may suddenly stop in an area, though
it gocs on elsewhere, and recommence with the
arrival of a flock of birds two or three days later,
or cven after an interval of up to two weeks.
These movements, from observation only, seem
to be from the west towards the east, birds at
my house, where I have becn banding, always
coming from the west. Tt is interesting to note
the writings of the late E. A. R. Lord (1956)
concerning this species. He first recorded it in
1935 in his district at Murphy’s Creek in Queens-
land, soon after which it became established and
spread throughout open forest areas. Probably,
these birds would have had to arrive from the
infand — the west — to populate the Murphy’s
Creck district.

Being a seed-cater, this species is fairly casily
trapped. Funnel traps, baited with grain are
reasonably successful, though drop traps, similarly
baited, arc perhaps the most successful. Mist nets
(wader) provide rcasonable caiches but are sur-
passed by grain baited traps. At present, I am
toying with the idea of netting them at night.
The pigecon has a strong preference for the
boonaree! tree (Heterodendrum oleifolium) for
roosting purposcs. The boonaree is a small thickly
branched trec, growing to about 15 feet high
and occurring sporadically throughout the un-
cultivated arcas. The birds sit tight until the
tree is hit with a stick, when they fly out. With a
suitable net, catches could be increased greatly.

It was planned to hold trapped birds overnight
and relcase them next morning, but it was found
that, even on the darkest nights, the birds have
o trouble finding their way back ta one of these

- trees.
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Also spel “boonery” tree, and known as “rosewood”.
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Banding

From May to October of 1963, 114 birds were
banded, while during the corresponding period
of this year (1964), 85 birds have been banded.
Of the 114 banded in 1963, 39 were retrupped
at irregular intervals within the period of the
movement, i.e. May to October.

This year, | expected to see a fair number of
retraps from last year’s banding, but the ntajority
of the birds passing through were unbanded,
only 8 (or 7%) of last year’s being retrapped.
This could indicate that those moving  are
juvenile or young birds, which have not bred
(the young assume purc adult colours a short
time after leaving the nest), or that the specics
is highly nomadic. The former would be more
probable, as pairs appear to settle down and
breed in the one area throughout the year, never
wandering far from their territory — this has
been proved by colour banding.

Random examples of retraps are as follows:

081-0510] banded 5.5.63 retrapped 3.9.63 and 22.9.63
081-05107 - 9.5.63 . 21.6.63 and 28.8.63
081-05125 2.6.62 - 17.6.63 5.8.63
7.8.63 15.8.63
29.9.63 and 4.10.63

081-05139 . 7.6.63 15.8.63
081-05194 8.8.63 16.8.63 25.8.63
and 26.8.63

081-08051 “ 3.6.64 W 25864

081-08062 9.8.64 14.9.64

The eight birds banded last year and retrapped
this year could well be local or nearby breeding
birds. Probably then, if the moving birds are
immature or young birds, they settle down in a
territory and breed after a time, mating with
other young or with other birds which have lost
their mate.

The local male (at my house) banded on 6.9.63
was paired with a bird banded on 2.6.64. The
latter was later taken by a cat. from the nest.
one night while brooding. Within several days
of the disappearance of the hen, the male had
found another mate, which proved to be a bird
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banded on 11.6.63 and retrapped on 9.8.63,
25.8.63 and 5.4.64 (six birds appeared in April
before the main movement commenced), and
also on 3.10.64, a few days after it had mated
with the local male.

This bird may have been of the local popu-
tation, paired previously with another which had
met with a similar fate as the original mate of
the local male, or it may have been a wandering
bird up until the time it paired with the local
bird. At the time of writing, this pair has a nest
containing two heavily incubated eggs, built on
top of the nest from where the original hen was
taken,

Whether or not the moving birds keep to their
respective groups or not, I haven't been able to
determine as yet. Only once, to date, have two
birds, banded on the same day been retrapped
on the same day (16 months after banding). On
another occasion, two birds banded on the same
day werc retrapped two days apart, four months
later. The former case may be one of a local
mated pair, being of the low percentage of birds
banded in 1963 and retrapped in 1964,
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Young birds reared in the banding area and
subsequentty banded and colour banded, have
not been seen again after leaving the area,
usually at approximately 65 to 80 days of age.
Apparently they never return to the arca of origin
— a fact which could point to the possibility of
the moving flocks being young birds.

The Crested Pigeon is a very interesting specics
and one which would warrant concentration by
any bander. Of course, it is much too soon to
draw conclusions from the limited data already
gained from two seasons of banding. but with
continued banding, more things may unfold and
others will, no doubt be more defined.

—Lioyd Nielsen, Jundowae, Queensland.
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Footnote: Could any buander give me a few clues as to
trapping quail (and designs of traps snitable for hirds of
this group)? Any suggestions would be very much appre-
ciated.

Constancy in Flocks of Thornbills

While working with me at my normal banding
area at Lee’s Creek Road in the Brindabella
Ranges on November 3, 1962, Jack Hood banded
the enly group of Striated Thornbills (Acanthiza
lineata) netted that day. The five birds of the
group were banded with numbers 010-11917 to
11921 inclusive.

None of these birds was handled again until
January 2, 1965, when, at the same place, twelve
Striated Thornbills were taken in one of the nets.
As the birds were taken out we were astounded
to realise that we had taken all five of the 1962
birds referred to. Three juvenile birds were in
the group also.

It is rather remarkable that all of these five
birds should still be alive 26 months after banding.
It ts even more remarkable that they should still
be together as part of a flock so much later, par-
ticularly as this is not a rare species in the Ranges.

The strangeness of the occurrence is further
emphasised by the fact that between the two
dates a further twenty-two Striated Thornbills
were banded and six of the species were retrapped
in thirteen visits. Striated Thornbills were netted
on nine of these visits. As this is a bird of the
forest canopy, it is probable that only a small
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proportion of the resident birds has been banded.

Among the local species of Thornbills, it is
not unusual to net two or three birds which have
been taken together on earlier occasions. 1t has
been noticed particularly with this specics, with
the Yellow-tailed Thornbill (Acanthiza chry-
sorrhoa), with the Brown Thornbill (Acanthiza
pustlla), and the Buff-tailed Thorunbill ( Acanthiza
reguloides) (unpublished data). This is our most
spectacular retrapping of this nature.

I would appreciate details from other banders
of Thornbills which were banded together and
retrapped together on subsequent occasions.

S. 1. Wilsor.,
Narrabundah, A.C.T.

Notice to all Members

Banders are licenced by C.S.I.R.O. and State
fauna authorities to trap, band and release birds
in connection with the Australian Bird Banding
Scheme.

All members are requested to be on the lookout
for illegal trappers. The possibility must be con-
sidered that some of these may endeavour to
cover their clandestine operations under the
euise of banding,

.



