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re t rapped  3 .9 .61  and  22 .9_61
. .  21 .6 .63  and  2 t t . l i  61
. .  17 .6 .63  5 .8 .6 : l

7 .8 .61  , 5 .1 t . 6 : l
19 .9 .63  and  4 .10 .61

. .  1 5 . 8 . 6 3

. .  I 6 .8 .63  25 .8 .6 : l
and  26 .8 .6 : l

. .  25.8.6.1

.. 1.1.9.6,1

t ree  is  h i l  w i rh  a  s t i ck .  when lhe)  f l -y  ou t .  Wi rh  a
6u l tab le  nc t .  ca lches  cou ld  bc  inc r iased grea t ly .

-_]t _w,1s 
planned to hold trappcd birds overnight

cu l t i va ted  arcas .  The b i r fs  s i t

a-nd relcasc thcm next morni

n-o^lrouble finding their rvay
trccs.

b i rds .  Probab ly  then,  i f  the  mov ing-b i rds  a r !
rmmature  or  young b i rds .  they  sc l t le  down in  l r
te r r i to ry  and brecd a f re r  a  r imc.  n r r r ing  rv i th
other young or with othcr birds which ha"vc lost
thcir mate.

The local male (at my house) banded on 6.9.63
was paired with a bird banded on 2.6.64. Thc
latter was later taken by a cat. from thc nest.
onc night rvhile brooding. Wirhin sevcral clavs
of the disappearance of ihc hen, the malc hicl
found another mate, which proved to be a bird

c , ru  rc rca \c  lhcm nex t  morn ing ,  bu t  i t  uas  found
Ina t .  evcn  on  thc  darke . t  n iqh t * ,  the  b i rds  havc
no l rouh lc  f ind i r rg  thc i r  rva t  Lac l  to  onc  o f  lhc \cto onc trf thesc
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1u,lro. _rccords his cxpcricnce in banding Cresled pigeons t(),1plrtp,
Iuphr)tert during lwo seasons al Jandorr-ac in Soulhern eueenslind. This specics
is subiect to regular movcments, and banding resurt. ."ir" ri'-o ini"i"sting queitions.

From the months of May to October in thc Jan-
dowac district of Quecnsland (and undoubtedly
in othcr districts too) thcrc is a strong movement
of Crested Pigcons

Tlrc movement commenccs quitc suddenly,
lhcrc bcing no forervarning and ends just as
rbruptly. lt may suddenly stop in an area, though
it gocs on elscwherc, and rccommence with thc
arrival of a flock of birds two or three days latcr,
or cvcn after an intcrval of up to two weeks.
Thcsc movements, from obscrvation only, seem
to bc from the wcst towards thc east, birds at
nry house, where I have bccn banding, always
conring from thc wcst. It is intercsting to notc
lhc  wr i t ings  o f  rhc  la tc  E .  A .  R.  Lo fu  (  1956)
conccrning this spccics. Hc first rccordcd it in
1935 in his district at Murphy's Crcek in Oueens-
land, soon aftcr which ir became cstablished and
sprcad_ throughout open forest areas. probably,
these birds would have had to arrive from thc
inland - thc west - to populare the Murphy's
Crcck  d is t r i c t .

I lcing a sccd-cater, this species is fairly casily
Irappcd. _ Funnel traps, baited with gri in ari
rcasonably succcssful, though drop traps, similarly
baited, arc perhaps the moit suciessful. Mist nets
(wader) provide rcasonable catches but are sur-
passed by.grain baited traps. At present, I am
toling .with the idea of netting them at. night.toy ing  .w i th  the  idca  u f  ner r ing  rhem a t  n igh t .
,r ne prgcon has a rrrong prqfercnce for the

dr ru .  occur r rng  sporadtc r l l y  th roughout  thc  un_
cu l t rva ted  arcas .  The b i rds  s i t  t igh t  un t i l  the

boonareir tree (Hetero.le;drim oteifotium) lir
roostrng purposcs. The boonaree is a small thickly
branched trec, growing to about 15 feet higir

The eight birds banded last year and rctrapped
s year could well be local or ncarbv brcii j inse

roostrng
this year could well be local or ncarbv

Banding
From May to  Octobcr  o f  1963,  114 b i rds  wcrc

banded, while during the corresponding pcrioti
o f  th is  ycar  (1964) ,  85  b i rds  hav i  bccn-b i rndcr l .
Of  . lhc  l J4  bunded in  1963.  39  wcrc  rc l r r f f , cu
r t  i r reguJar  in rc rva l .  u i th in  rhc  per ioJ  , r i  th .
movemcn l .  i .e .  May to  Oc(obcr

Th i :  year .  I  cxpcc tcd  to  scc  a  fJ i r  nunrbcr  , , [
rc-traps from last year's brnding. but rhc nralorirl
( ' f .  lhc  b i rds  -pass i -ng  th rough ucrc  unbrnJc tJ .
oo fy  b  (o r  l " /o )  o l  las t  lear 's  bc ing  re ln r f r f ( \ | .
Th is  cou ld  ind icare  tha t  lhosc  m, rv tn !  : r rc
jurrenile or young birds, which havc not- brcd
I t h e  y o u n g  a s s u m c  p u r c  J d u l l  c o l o u r \  J . h r ) r l
I rme.  a f te r  leav ing  rhe  ncs t ) .  o r  tha t  r l : r .  spec ic .
is highly nomadic. The former would bc nrorc
probab le .  as  pa i rs  appear  lo  scn le  do$n rnd
brecd in  lhc  one arca  Ih roughout  thc  )cJ r .  n (v ( r
wandcring far from their tcrritory I this hls
been proved by  co lour  band ing .

Random examples of retraps arc as follou,s:
081-05101 banded 5 .5 .63
08r -05r07 . .  9 .5 .63
08 |,05 t 25 .. 2.6.62

08 r -05139 . .  7 .6 .61
081,05194 . ,  8 .8 .63

081-0805 |  . .  3 .6 .6 , r
Ori l-08062 .. 9.8.64

I Also spch ,,boonery,, tr€e, "rrd ka-rrr., as *rosewooil,r-



I  he  A t r t t r u l i a t r  I l i t L l  BanJu , \ ep te r r rbe r .  lQ6 i

bandcd on  11 .6 .63  and re t rappcd on  9 .8 .63 ,
25 .8 .63  and 5 .4 .64  (s ix  b i rds  appeared in  Apr i l
bcfore the main movcnlent commenced), and
also on 3.10.64, a few days after it had mated
with the local rnale.

This bird may havc been of the local popu-
lation, paired previously with another which had
rnet with a similar fate as the original mate of
the local male, or it may have been a wandering
bird up unti l thc time it paired with the local
bird. At the time of writ ing, this pair has a nest
containing two heavily incubated eggs, built on
top of the ncst fronr where the original hen was
ta  xcn .

Whether or not the noving birds keep to their
rcspcctive groups or not, I havcn't been able to
dctcrminc as yet. Only oncc, to date, have two
birds, banded on the same day been retrapped
on lhe  same day  (  I6  months  a f te r  band ing) .  On
another occasion, two birds banded on the samc
day rverc rctrappcd t$'o days apart, four months
later. The formcr casc may bc one of a local
matcd pair, being of thc low percentage of birds
banded in  1963 and re t rappcd in  1964.

Young birds rcarcd in thc banding irrea and
subsequently bandcd and colour banded, havc
not been seen again aftcr leaving thc arca,
usually at approximately 65 to 80 days of agc.
Apparcntly thcy never return to the arca of origin

a fact which could point to the pessibil i ty of
the moving flocks being young birds.

The Crested Pigeon is a very intcrestinS spccics
and onc which would warrant conccntration b)
any bander. Of course. it is much too soon to
draw conclusions fronr the l imitcd data alrcad)'
gained from two seasons of banding. but with
continued banding, more things may unfold rnLl
othcrs wil l, no doubt be more dcJined.

-Lbld N iel.\en, Jantloxae. Queen:lund-

Reler<'nt e.s .

L o r d ,  E .  A .  R .  ( 1 9 5 6 ) ,  T h c  B i r d s  o f  t h c
Murphy 's  Creek  D is t r i c t .  Southcrn  Quccns land" .
L - n r r , 5 6 : 1 0 0 - I 2 1 1 .

F-ootnoter Coold xnJ bxndrr gire orc u ferl clues rs lo
tr:rpping quril (and designs of traps suit.rble for hirds of
th is group)? Any suggesi ioos *ould be ver. r  nruch rppr€-
ciated.

Constancy in Flocks of Thornbills
Whilc working with me at my normal banding

area at Lcc s Crcek Road in the Brindabella
Ranges on Novcmber 3, 1962, Jack Hood banded
thc only group of Striated Thornbil ls (Acanthiza
lineatd) netted that day. The five birds ol the
group werc  bandcd w i th  numbers  010-11917 to
I 1 9 2 |  i n c l u s i v e .

None of these birds was handled asain unti l
January  l .  1965.  whcn.  a t  the  same p la -e-  twe lve
Striated Thornbil ls wcrc taken in one of the nets.
As the birds were taken out we were astounded
to realise that we had taken all f ive of the 1962
birds referred to. Three juvenile birds were in
the group also.

It is rather remarkablc that all of these five
birds should sti l l  be alive 26 months after bandins.
It is cvcn more rcmarkablc that they should sti l l
bc together as part of a flock so much later, par-
ticularly as this is not a rare species in the Ranges.

The strangeness of the occurrence is further
cmphasised by the fact that between the two
datcs a further tweDty-two Striated Thornbil ls
wcre banded and six of thc species were retrapped
in thirteen visits. Striated Thornbil ls were netted
on nine of these visits. As this is a bird of the
forest canopy. it is probable that only a small

proportion of thc resident birds has been bandcd.
Among the local species of Thorrrbil ls, it is

not unusual to net two or threc birds which havc
been taken together on earlier occasions. lt has
been noticed particularly with this species. with
the Yellow-tailed Thornbil l (Acuntli:a chrj-
sorrhoa), with the Brown Thornbil l (Acanthiza
pusil la\, and the Bull-tailcd Thornbil l ( Acanthiza
reguloides) (unpublished data). This is our most
spectacular retrapping of this naturc.

I would appreciate details frem other banders
of Thornbil ls which were banded togcthcr and
retrapped logether on suhsequent occasions.

S. l. Wilsor,.
Nurrabundah. A.C.T.

Notice to all Members
Banders are l icenced by C.S.I.R.O. and State

fauna authorit ies to trap, band and relcasc birds
in connection with the Australian Bird Banding
Scheme.

All members are reouested to be on the lookout
for i l legal trappers. The possibil i ty nrust be con-
sidered that some of these may cndeavour to
cover their clandestine operations under thc
suise of bandine.
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