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Seasonal Banding of Fairy Martins

S. G. LANE
Results of five banding seasons are detailed and discussed. The method
of trapping is described and some questiens are posed for future consideration.

The habits of Fairy Martins  (Hylochelidon
ariel) have been variously described as migratory,
seasonal or nomadic, usually with the comment
that some birds remain throughout the winter.
Questions covering cxtent, distances or routes
used in these movements and whether, in fact, the
birds that do “remain”™ are ones that bred in the
locality or are oncs that have moved in from
elsewhere, still requite answering.

My banding expericnee with Fairy Martins is
rather limited as they now rarcly succeed in
breeding in most parts of the Sydney district due
to the destruction of the majority of their colonies
by vandals.

At Broke, 20 miles south of Singleton, New
South Wales, banding has been carried out by a
number of banders during the past five seasons,
but it has been restricted to the aumber of visits
{usually two) that can be made to the location
annually. Conscquently the results are not con-
clusive and serve only as a guide.

The Fairy Martin banding at Broke commenced
in 1960, at a small nesting colony in a culvert
which consists of five pipes about 2 feet in
diameter. Since that time, the main breeding
colony has been situated in a large new concrete
culvert completed prior to the 1961 season and
located some 400 yards north of the pipe culvert.
it consists of three sections, each about 9 fect
high and 9 feet wide extending the full width of
the road and embankment. The small pipe culvert
was not used in 1961, but some nests were in use
in it in 1962 and a number of birds captured at the
main colony were retrapped the next day flying
through the reoccupied pipe colony.
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Method of Trapping

All trapping has been carricd out with mist
nets. In order to avoid unnecessary disturbance
and possible desertion of the colony during the
building stage and carly in the incubation period,
netting is done quickly and without any attempt
being made to catch all birds in the culvert at
one time. The nets are set at each end of the
culvert during the late afternoon and “closed
up” immediately erection has been completed. The
nets are opened just prior to first light the following
morning with the absolute minimum of noise.

During this operation, birds are usually heard
twittering in the nests and, at the first glimmer of
light, the early risers fly from their funnels. In-
variably there is a quick build-up of birds leaving
the culvert, many calling as they do so. and
probably this helps to stimulate others into leaving
the warmth of the nest.

Immediately birds are caught in the nets, they
are quickly removed and placed in holding cages,
carried to the vehicle and taken a few hundred
yards away for banding. This permits other birds
to return to the colony as they wish.

As soon as the nets can be cleared from the
first rush of birds and always within ten to fifteen
minutes, the nets are closed down and removed.
This again is done quictly, and during the process
other birds have still been heard in the nests.

The success of this method, in minimising the
disturbance during the early stages of breeding,
is entirely dependent on the skill of the banders in
carrying out the task quietly.
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Holding Cages

The holding cages used in these and similar
trips are made from cardboard grocery cartons.
The flaps at the top of the carton arc folded back
against the sides. Small mesh (about : inch)
netting similar to that used for prawning. is
stretched across the top and around the sides
and the whole tied around with cord. A three
sided flap, large cnough to permit entry of an
arm for removing birds, is cut in a convenient
place. A suitable carton would measure approxi-
matcly 18 inches long. 12 inches wide and 15
inches deep. The size of the tloor space when the
carfon is turned on its side, determines the
number of birds that can be held satisfactorily in
the “cage”.

Banding Details

Table | gives a summary of birds caught at
the two colonies during the five scasons. OF the
birds banded in the first four scasons. 41 (29%)
have been retrapped during a subsequent season
and of those banded in the first 3 scasons, 7 birds
(5% ) have been rctrapped so far In two subse-
guent scasons. Details of these are shown in
Table 2, while Table 3 shows banding details at
the new culvert colony.

Table 1

Summary of birds caught at the mwo colonies
during the five seasons.

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 Total

S_Hw Culvert Not in Not in Not in

New _jbirds 8 use 23 se use 31
New Culvert

New Birds — 57 49 4109 249

Birds originally
banded at Pipe

Culvert — 2 3 2 4 8
Retraps from

previous years  — ~— 6 10 13—
Total

Individuals 59 58 46 136 257

* 23 new birds and 2 birds banded in new colony on
29.9.62 were caught when flying through the pipe
culvert although there were only 3 or 4 nests in one
pipe.

Table 2
Birds Retrapped in Two Subsequent Seasons.
Band Number  Season Banded

Seasons Retrapped

(10-05133 1962 1963 1964
010-05151 1962 1963 1964
010-13239 1962 1963 1964
010-15071 1960 1961 1962
010-15753 1960 1962 1963
010-15873 1961 1962 1963
010-15882 1961 1962 1963
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Table 3
Banding Details at New Culvert Colony.
- 7 - Number  Details  0f Retraps

Toral Number Re-
Year Date Caught Banded  trapped

196l 1 Oct. 37 35 2 banded at pipe culvert,
21 Ot 3 22 G banded on L0610 {24700
1962 2% Sept. 44 17 7 2 handed at pipe colvert
5 frem provious seasaons.,
20 Dec. 16 P20 4 7 from those caught 29.9.62
4y
P oirom  previels  sedson
1 banded at pipe culvert,
1963 20 Qg 46 4 12 10 from  previous  seasons.
2 handed at pipe culvert,
1964 4 Oct. 63 43 24 16 from  previous  Seasons,
4 banded al pipe culvert,
15 Nav. 47 il 15 4 fronl previous seasons.
11 from those caught 410064
(1740,
28 Nov. 36 RERVI} a2 1 from provious seisons.

1y from  those  caught  on
410,64 (16770,
Y fram  those  caught on
151164 01869y,
(1) includes one iuvenile.
121 includey two juveniles.

Comment on 1964 Visits

The following notes were made for the three
visits in 1964

4.10.64: Numerous mnests under construction,
some apparently completed and 1
number of old nests occupied. Broken
eggs on the bottom of the culvert
included fresh and partly incubated
ones.

15.11.64: Birds appeared to be less numcerous
than on the previous visit. Some downy
and partly feathered (dead) nestlings,
as well as fresh, partly incubated and
well incubated broken cggs were on
the bottom of the culvert.

28.11.64: The colony appeared to be consider-
ably reduced. Again dead nestlings
and broken eggs were observed. A
dead nestling. well feathered, was
found jammed in a nest entrance:
almost rcady to leave the nest, it had
apparently been at the entrance, at-
tempted to turn around to return to
the nest chamber and had become
firmly stuck in the narrow funnech Its
removal revealed other nestlings in-
side the chamber, all apparently dead
from starvation when the parents were
unable to gain access with food. 1 have
found similar instances in  other
colonies.

The reason for the broken eggs and dead
nestlings on the floor of the culvert is not certain,
although 1 have found this to be commen with
Fairy Martin colonies. In some instances, other
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once during subscquent seasons. So far, only
negative evidence indicates that breeding adults
and their offspring leave the colony soon after
the latter flv. A number of questions are high-
lighted as a result of this analysis, and these cun
only be answered by future banding projects.

Do breeding pairs and birds from a breeding
colony remain  together during migration? Is
there a complete or partial change-over of birds in
arcas where Fairy Martins are known to be
present  throughout the year or do some birds
remain in their breeding areas? How far do they
migrate? Does their migration take them to the
same arcas by the same routes cach year?

The Ninth Apnual Report of The Australian
Bird Banding Scheme, July. 1962, to July, 1963
(C.S.L.LR.O. Division of Wildlife Rescarch
Technical Paper No. 7). shows 1233 Fairy
Martins banded and 75 individuals recovered. A
further 283 were banded in the following 12
months. The oldest recerded Fairy Martin of
known age is 010-21617 banded as a fledgling on
6.11.60 and retrapped at nest near banding point
an 4.10.64 (see Vol. 2, No. 4, p. 111).

$o far, no recoverics have been recorded away
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from banding locations. This is not surprisimg in
view of the relatively small number banded to
date. The position is unlikely to change greatly
unless a concerted co-operative effort is directed
at banding this specics throughout the Continent.

This  would certainly  produce  fascinating
answers to at least some of the gquestions con-
cerning the distribution. movements and  habits
of the Fairy Martin, A great opportunity awaits
the bander who has the ability. enthusiasm and
time to initiate and promate a co-operative Fairy
Martin Banding Project,
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Juvenile Plumage in The Grey Shrike-Thrush

We have net been able to trace details in the
literature of the change from juvenile to adult
plumage of the Grey Shrike-Thrush (Colluri-
cincla harmonical.

Juvenile birds are readily recognisable in that
they have the upper parts greyish-brown with o
distinct olive tinge: the arca around the cye and
a distinet stripe over the cye are pale rufous: the
feathers of the underparts have a prominent dark-
brown centre streak.

The adult male has a white patch on the
lores area and the chin and upper throat arca
are dull white. The breast arca is plain ashy-grey.

The adult female is similar to the adult male
hut has less white on the throat and has parrow
black shafts to the ashy-grey feathers of the throat
and breast arcas,

On April 25, 1964, at the Botanical Gardens.
Canberra. we banded a bird in typical juvenile
plumage. As the local breeding scason 18 from
September to carly  January this  bird would
probably have been at least three months old at
this time.

This bird was retrapped on May 22, 1965, when
the feathers around the cye and the eye stripe were
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stitl pale rufous but distinetly paler than in a bird
of the year. The streaking on the breast and throat
was much reduced and rather similar to that ol
the adult female. The dull white of the chin and
upper throat arcas was lucking as the ashy-
grey streaked plumage extended right to the bill.

The bird was probably an immature female
at this stage, at a believed minimum age of sixteen
months. Had it not been banded we would
probably have classed it as a juvenile as it wus
much closer to juvenile than to adutt plumage.—

Steve and Deniy Wilson,
Narrabundah, A.C.T.

Bird in the Hand

Additional copies of “Bird in the Huand™ are
available. A single copy of cach of the preceding
year’s issues will be forwarded to all members
placing an order with the Hon. Treasurer follow-
ing publication of the final part of cach volume.
Price 5/-. Multiple copics may also be oblained.
For further details pleasc write to the Hon
Treasurer.



The Australian Bird Bonder

December, 1063

V.O.R.G. Banding Campouts

PAULINE REILLY
Field Survey Organiser

Since early in 1964, the Victorian Ornithological Rescarch Group has
organised a series of banding campouts for the purpose of gaining experience and
exchanging ideas on mist-netting techniques. The objectives of these campouts
are discussed and their progress during the first two years of operation is brieffy

outlined.

The Victorian Ornithological Rescarch Group
decided early in 1964 to hold a campout so that
tts members could share idcas and techniques
with regard to mist-netting. The first was held in
February at Somers on the coast near the mouth
of Westernport Bay where one of the members
was stationed. This was sufficiently successful
1o instigate further campouts, to be held at
quarterly intervals throughout the year. These
were in vastly different habitats—the Whipstick
scrub ncar Bendigo, the You Yangs {mountains)
near Geelong and the Cowarr Reservoir in the
foothills of the Great Dividing Range in Gippsland.

The purpese of these campouts is:

I. To assist those banders who arc new to
mist-nctting, instructing in the best methods
and equipment for cfficient net erection,
particularly for the bander werking without
any assistance.

2. To help beginners acquire skill at removal
of netted birds and speed in sclecting and
attaching bands.

3. To exchange ideas on the siting of nets and
benefit by the experience of other banders.

4. To assist with identification. Even the most
experienced observer may strike difficulty
when handling a species for the first time,
especially juveniles.

5. To assist those interested in  becoming
banders to learn just what mist-netting en-
tails. If a prospective bander satisfies all
thc necessary requircments, then he can
find referees amongst the group who will
be willing to vouch for him with regard to
his license,

6. To endeavour to bring together banders
{whether or not they are V.O.R.G. mem-
bers) operating throughout the State, so that
ideas and methods can be interchanged. This
is being done by varying the locations as
much as possible so that, at some time, all
banders are within reasonable travelling
distance.
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7. To endcavour to develop co-operative pro-
jects so that there will be a far greater
possibility of retrups.

8. To discourage the idea of indiscriminate
banding and pursue the plan of regular visits
on a survey basis.

9. To climinate malpractice duc to carelessness

or ignorince and establish the highest band-

ing ethics,

To endeavour to network the State with

banding arcas so that ultimately it may be

possible to trace out migration routes.

All these ideas were not envisaged when the
campout scheme was first mooted but have
emerged  over  the year during  discussion
with members and around the camp fire in
the evening,

Initially, campouts were held by mutual ar-
rangement with the resident bander of an area.
who selected the site and placed V.O.R.G. notices
along the way. Whilst this mcant that the arca
would be regularly visited by the resident, it also
meant that a good many of the birds netted were
retraps. This was not considered a good thing
from the point of view of the resident. because
of the confusion arising out of the use of a
number of different band series.

As 4 result, when a resident is contacted. it is
now suggested that he select an arca close to
his normal one, where retraps both ways would
be possible and which might perhaps open up a
new field for him for the future.

Alrecady there have been some results from
the campouts.

A bird banding group has been formed by the
Latrobe Valley (Gippsland) Field Naturalists’
Club as the result of several members attending.
one member now having his license after recom-
mendation by V.O.R.G. members.

There has been a general upsurge of mist-
netting activity and several new banding licenses
have been issued.

More indirectly, a co-operative banding plan

10,
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has been commenced in an area relatively close to
Mclbourne ajong the Dandenong Creek. This
rises on Mount Dandenong and flows into Port
Phillip Buy ncar Carrum. a distance of some
thirty miles. A good deal of vegetation has been
allowed 1o remain bordering the creck and.
though settlement has encroached in various
places, for the upper half of its length fairly good
cover of native vegetation remains. Four banders
have taken up sites along the creek and it is
expected that others may come into the project.
So far. nothing spectacular has been achicved but
it is too soon for results to be expected.

Another indirect result is the voluntary recording
of banding arcas in V.O.R.G. notes so that other
banders may take up adjacent areas and also not
inadvertently poach on someone ¢lse’s area.
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We feel that these campouts have given a good
deal of impetus to serious banding effort in Vie-
toria and will lead to bunders—by the stimulating
interchange of ideas—working on their notes to
produce articles for publication,

Victoria is perhaps particularly suited tor
campouts in this style. V.O.R.G.. with its head-
guarters in Melbourne, can give a reasonably
adequate cover to a fair amount of the State. It
is hoped that. when strong decentralised groups
arg in operation, they will be able to spread
further than would be possible from Mclbourne
during & weekend and make  this  coverage
complete.

—Mrs. PN Reilly,
13 Camperdown St., East Brighton, Vie

Further New Information on the Birds of N.S.W.

It was pointed out by Richard Schodde (1965) that rain forest species of
birds may be found in the remnants of sub-tropical rain forest on the south
coast of New South Wales, e.g. about Mount Dromedary, and in other places
further south than their presently accepted range,

Inter alia, Schodde predicted the appearance of
the Green Cat-hird ( Ailuroedus crassirostris) and
the Brown Pigcon (Macropygia phasianella) and
it is somewhat strange that we are able to confirm
his predictions so soon afterwards. .

During 1963 and 1964 we made six mist
netting visits to an area at Kianga Creck 3 miles
north-west of Narooma, N.S.W. This area still
retains remnants of rain forest vegetation along
the crecks and has alrcady provided interesting
new information (Wilson 1965).

Arnold McGill (1960) gives the known
southern limit of the range of the specics men-
tioned as the Shoalhaven River. OQur netting arca
near Narooma is approximately 100 miles further
south.

While netting at Kianga Creck on the morning
of December 7, 1964, we netted and banded a
Green Cat-bird (080-93142) and another was
taken during the afternoon of the same day (08(0-
93143). The species was not recorded in the
area during the earlier visits.

We had previously scen (but not netted) the
Green Cat-bird south of the Shoalhaven River,
ncar Batcman's Bay and at Tuross Heads, both
places being north of Narooma.

On December 7 and 8 one of us (D.W.) ob-
served the Brown Pigeon on three occasions in

the arca but it was not netted. On one occasion
two were seen in a tree for some minutes before
they flew off; on the other occasion. single birds
were scen in flight. All the birds were between
[0 and 30 yards from the observer when seen.
The unmistakable calls of this species were aksa
heard several times.

A Green-winged  Pigeon  (Chalcophups
chirvsochiora) was also banded in this arca on
December 7. 1964 (060-48889). an interesting
record within the known range of the species.
for it is extremely rare south of Narooma.

Other rain forest species have been repeatedly
netted and banded in the area including the
Black-faced Flycatcher (Monarcha melunopsisy,
Brown Warbler (Gerygone richmondii), Large-
billed Scrub-Wren (Sericornis magnirostris). and
Lewin Honeyeater {Meliphagu lewinii).

Clearly the rain forest pockets of the south are
worthy of further ornithological investigation.
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LORIKEETS IN MIST-NETS

Lorikeets can be difficult to handle when mist-
netted. Features which make them “difticult™ are;

(a) relatively powerful beak, and very mobile
neck, so that most of its body is within reach.

(h) a powcerful grip and sharp claws, which
can inflict painful punctures.

ey if ity body is touched, lorikeets have an
instinctive tendency to strike with the foot towards
the arca touched.

In the heath arcas around Kingseliff over 100
lorikcets and a few Swift Parrots  ( Lathamus
dicolor) have been netted and banded. A suitable

handling technique  was  quickly, if  painfully.
learned; the essentials are to hold the bird's head
to climinate bumg and to allow it 1o grip cloth
(and net the bander’s fingers) in its claws, To
carry and store my nets I use strong calico bags.
about 9 inches square, and these are used to hold
the lorikeets while removing them from the net.
and while banding. If T had to obtain a special
picce of cloth for this purpose, a piece of old
cotton or calico sheeting sewn into a pad of three
layers of cloth and about 12 inches square would
probably be chosen.

In fine mesh nets many lorikeets do not tangle,
and the usual problem is to retain the birds until
they can be banded. If the bird does not tangle.
it is grubbed by the body and head with the
doublc thickness of the bag, and held out from
the net, taking care that the head is firmly held
10 prevent hmmc The lerikeets can still give a
mighty nip through a couple of layers of calico. If
the legs come free, wrap them in the calico bag,
tuck one leg away, and apply the band to the
sccond leg. If only one leg tangles, wrap up the
free leg and apply the band to the sccond leg,

either while still caught in the net or after re-
leasing. If both legs tangle. wrap one leg up, free
the second and then wrap this leg up. and free
or band the first leg as above.

In larger mesh nets lorikeets usually tangle.
often bddl\ Assuming o tangled bird, it s
grabbed with the cloth bag as before, cnclosing
net and all. Wrap up one ]L&. free the second leg.
and in turn wrap up the free leg and then cither
band on the tangled leg and then free, or
alternatively free it and then band. With both legs
free. wrap the body of the bird in the buag and
gently pull the bird out from the net by its legs.
Either the head or wings can be tangled. If the
wings are tangled. wrap the body in the cloth to

immobilise  the legs. hold the head firmly as
before, and free the wings in turn, and ‘then
wrap them up also. To free the head. wrap up

the whole bird. except the back of its head. bt
including the beak. and then pass the net loops
over its head, using a peneil point or something
similar to assist, il necessary.

Normally one calico bag is suflicient to handle
the bird, but occasionally two are used together.
At the conclusion of frecing and hamlmﬂ the
lorikeet is wrapped in cloth: to release. tmnl\
let the cloth unwrap. and the lorikeet will serecch
off. There are probably several other methods of
handling small’ parrots, cte.: the above method.
once mastered, is cfficient und tx normally. but
not always, painless. The method would probably
be satisfactory for Roscllas. ete. [ do not know
how large parrots. say Galahs or Cerellas, would
handle in a mist-net, and would appreciate com-
ments.

NS H.

Jo Liddy, Kingscliff,

Colour Banding

A Co-ordinated project for the colour-banding
of Flame Robins (Petroica phoenicea) is now
operative in Victoria and has been accepted as a
project by the Victorian Ornithological Research
Group (V.O.R.G.). Banders are:—

V.O.R.G., Cape Woolamai — Red over White.
Alan Reid, Somers Red over Dark Blue.
Trevor Pescott, You Yangs — Red over Red.
Jack Ipsen, Bendigo Orange over White.
R. P. Cooper’s Survey, Wilson’s Promontory —

Yellow over Red,
White over Pink.
White.

Noel Arnold, Colac
Max McGarvie, King Island

of Flame Robins
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David Thomas, Hobart —
Pale Blue over Dark Blue.

Colour bands on left leg. C.S.1.R.O. band on
right.

These areas cover a rough arc from Cape
Otway to Wilsen's Promontory converging on
Tasmania, the main objective being to elucidate
trans-Bass Strait migration. Any other banders
wishing to join the scheme should contact me.

The co-operation of all bird observers is sought
in reporting sightings of colour-banded birds to:

—Mrs. P. N. Reillv,
33 Camperdown 5t., East Brighion, Vic.



The Australian Bird Bunder

Decenmber, 1963

H._ [ de S. Disney, Australian Museum, Svdney.
Drawings by B. Bertram, Australian Muyseum
Art Dept.

Australian Scrub-Wrens. The males and females,
except the Large-billed (Sericorniy magnirestris)
have  similar distinguishing characters. In  the
frontalis group. including loevigaster, maculatus,

S. frontalis

minimus, and foamilis, the males have black or
blackish brown on lores and above bill, with
narrow black linc above supraloral stripe.  In
females the lores ure brown. not contrasting with
curcoverts, and with only slight black spotting
above supraloral stripe. The sexes in S, fathami
can also be separated in this way.

Juveniles and sub-adults will be dealt with in a
later paper.

R.A.0.U. No. 488 Whitc-browed Scrub-Wren

( Sericornis frontalis)

ADULT MALE,

Forehead: Tip over bill bluck.

Face: Lores, black: line above lores (supra-

loral) and eve, white with narrow black

linc above: carcoverts brown similar

10 Crown.

Sides (malar region). a white line

formed by dark blackish broken line

underncath; centre yellowish with a

few dark streaks.

ADULT FEMALLE.,

Forehead: Tip over bill brown, same colour as
CrOwn.

Face: Lores dusky brown: line above lores

and cye, whitish, but broken and not

well  defined; carcoverts.  brownish,
similar to crown.

Dusky white with pale grey line under-

neath, but not well defined from rest of

throat us in male; centre of throat
dusky or greyish white with grey
streaks.

S, maculatus, minimus and humilis have similar
sex differences on head. In fusnilis male lores are
dark blackish brown.

R.A.O0.U. No. 493 Yellow-throated Scrub-Wren

(Sericornis lathami)

ADULT MALE.

Forehead: Black.

Face: Lores, under and through eye, and
earcoverts, black:; white line over lores
turning yellow and extending owver
€arcoverts.

Breast: Broken band of greenish brown.

ADULT FEMALE.

Forehead: Brown.

Face: Lores, under and through e¢ye, and

earcoverts greeny brown; broken line

over eyc turning to yellow above ear-
coverts.

Broken rufous band.

Throat:

Throat:

Breast:
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R A0 LU No
79 Grant Petrel (Mucronectes gigantens)
130-43252. Nestling banded by M. . Downes on
westocoust of Heard Islund (533Y 027 8. Lat,.
73717 F. loeng. on 20.2.63. Found dying on
the shore {stoncd to death by children) near
Melinka, in the islunds of Chones. Chile (447
So Lat, 747 W Long.) in Febo 650 9400 miles

E.
86 Wandering Albatross (Diomedea exulans)
Information received recently has revealed that 55

Wanduering Albatrosses banded on the NSW.
coast  were  recovered  during 1962.63 and
1963-64 scasons in Seuth Georgla {547 S, Lut..
IR WL Long) About 8400 miles F.S.F. and u
minimum  sea distunce of 7000 miles. The
following ure a sclection of these recoveries.

(w) 140-01512. Bunded by J. D. Gibson at Bellambi,
N.ASW. on 198356, Recovered South Georgia
on 27.1.64.

(b1 140-01591 (replaced by 140-25065). Banded by
I D0 Gibson at Bellambi, N.SW., on 23.8.58,

~

1<l

(c

Retrapped at Bellambi on 29761, Recoverad
af South Georgia on 30.63 and 17164, and
back at Bellumbi on 8.8.64.

140-01517. Banded by 1D Gibson ot Bellamibi,
NASW. on 267580 Recovered ot South
Georgia on 20463 and 29.11.63,

140-01919  (*528-73184.  Banded by 5. G
Lane at Malabar, N SW . on 2.8.58. Recovered
at Bellumbi on 17.7.60 and at South Georsia
on B.2.620 301262 and 17.1.64 (hreeding).
[AG-01969 (7528-T416710 Banded by 8. G, Lane
at Malabar, NSW.O on 1759 Recovered ut
South Georgia an 17, 64,

FG-2953 (2528758511 Banded ™y (. B,
Campion at Malabar, NS W., on 2.7.60. Re-
covered at South Georgian on 512,62,
H0-26081 {#528-74183L Banded by . B.
Campion at AMalabur, NSW.. on [4.9.61
Reconvered at South Georgia on 211,64,

“Addiitonal band wdded by biologists of U.S.TF.

& WS ut Sowth Georgia.

* A Wandering Albatross caught at Bellambi. Photo A, Mothersdill (by courtesy

of The Gould League of N.SW.).
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Eastern Shrike-tit (Falcunculus frontatus)

030-15205. Adult banded by Miss H. A, Doyle at
Manobalsi near Muswellbrook, N.SW.. on
9.3.60. Retrapped 18.2.63 and again  on
12.11.64, 56 months after banding.

Buff-talled Thornbill (Acanthiza resuloides)

010-55542. Adult banded by D. A. Stewart at
Yarralumla, Canberra, ACT.. on 10.6.63.
Caught (released with band) at Curtin, A.C.T.
on 22.6.65. 3 miles W.5,W.

White-browned Scrub-wren  (Sericornis

frontalis)

020-89249. Adult female banded by M. T, Murn
at Glendale Crossing on the Gudgenby River.
ACT. on 17.4.65 Retrapped (released with
bandy by S. J. Wilson at Pine Island on the
Murrumbidgee River. south of Canberra,
A.CT., an 8.5.65 19 miles N.

Superb Blue Wren (Malurus cyaneus)

010-55557. Adult male handed by D. A, Stewart
al Yarralumla, Canberra. A.C.T.. on 10.6.63,
Found dead at Curtin, A.C.T.. on 17.6.65. 1
miles W.SW.

Eastern Silvereye (Zosterops lateralis)

(a) 011-12723. Adult banded by P. D. Strong  at
Loddon River, near Bulli Pass, N.SW.. on
8.8.64. Recovered by bander at Minnie Water,
near Grafton, NSW., on [1.7.65. 340 miles
N.N.E.

(This one so surprised the bander that he had
band number independently checked before
refeasing bird).

(b)020-17871. Adult banded by Miss (. M.
Bowker at Port Fuiry, Vic., on 10.7.60. Re-
trapped by P. D. Strong (band replaced with
band No. 011-66574) at Minnie Walter near
Grafton, N.SW., on 14.8.65. 61 months later.
890 miles N.E. (This is the most distant sijver-
eye recovery to date).

Eastern Spinebill (Acanthorhynchus

LenUirostris)

010-78534. Adult female banded by S. G. Lane
at North Ryde, NSW.. on 15.6.64. Killed by
cal at Lindfield, NNSW., on 11.7.65. 2 milcs
N

.E.

White-cared Honeyeater (Meliphagu

leucotis)

030-69525. Adult banded by J, W. Kellam at
Wirrakee, 19 miles north of Bendigo, Vic., on
I8.1.64. Found dead at Kangaroo Flat, Bendigo.
on 22.8.65. 19 miles S.

New Holland Honeycater (Meliornis

novaehollundiae )

(a) 030-53832. Aduit banded by M. H. Waterman
5 miles west of Springton P.O., S.A., on 19.1.63.
Found dead 3 miles north of Stansbury, S.A..
on 12.8.65. 60 miles W.

(b) 030-83202. Adult banded by B. A, Speechley
at Darke’s Forest, N.S.W.. on 19.6,65. Re-
trapped by H. Batiam at Loddon River. near
Bulli Pass. NSSW., on 5.9.65 and 18965,
3 miles $.S.W.

White-checked Honeyeater (Meliornis

niger)

021-22034. Adult banded by S. McCosker at
Currimundi Lake. Q.. on 17.4.65. Recovercd
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trefcased with band) by R. Elks at Caloundra,
Q.. on 259.65. 4 miles $.5.F.
634 Noisy Miner (Myzantha melanocephala))

{a) 060-18064. Aduit banded by Miss H. A, Dovle
at_Manobalsi near Muswellbrook, N.S.W., on
6.7.60. Retrapped on 22961, 3464, and
21.6.65. the last occasion being 59 months
after banding.

(b) 060-19540. Adult banded by B. Glover at
Hawthorndene, $.A., on 219538 Recovered
(released with band) at Belair. S.A., on 14.5.65
: mile NN.E. and 80 months later. {"cuught
inside house—appurently it had fallen Jown
chimney.™)

640 Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater ( Acanthagenvs
rufogudaris)

040-36899. Adult banded by K. 8. Muck at South
Oak Bore, Calperum. S.A. on 20.3.64. Found
dving at Cooltong, S.A.. on 3.7.65. 28 miles S.

633 Zebra Finch {(Tueniopygia castanotis)

010-92165. Adult male banded by R. G. Lonnon
at Richmond, NSW., on 14.6.65. Recovered
at Blacktown. N.SW.. sbout 29.8.65. 15 miles

S.E.
980 Southern Skua (Catharacra skua lonnbergiy
120-47095. Runner banded by D. Purchase ai
Macquarie Island on 7.1.65. Found dead on
Maroubra Beach, Sydney. N.SW.. an 20.7.65.
1440 miles N.N.W.
999 Common Starling (Suwrnus vulgaris)
060-09022. Juvenile banded by Mrs. P. N, Reilly
at East Brighton. Vic., on 10.12.62 Found
dead at Fisherman Bend. Vic., on 23.5.65,
& miles Nw.

* Wildlife in Australia”

No doubt some of our readers are familiar
with the above magazine — published quarterly
by Jacaranda Press in conjunction with the
Wildlife Preservation Society of Queenstand at
a cost of 4/- per issue — (reviewed in our issuc
of March, 1964, on p. 22}, but for the benefit of
those who are not, we would recommend the
publication to you.

Wildlife in  Australia is the only “general
interest” magazine or journal devoted to the
cause of conservation published in this country —
other magazines being devoted to specific subjects.

It 1s with regret that we advise that this very
worthwhile publication will be discontinued for
lack of support and thus meet the same fate as
P. Crosbie-Morrison’s journal of 20 odd years
ago unless a greater circulation can be effccted.

We urge all members to investigate  Wildlife
in Australia and hope that each reader of this
journal will endeavour to help to keep such a
worthy causc afloat. Subscriptions can be sent
to the Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland
c/- John Irvine, Box 1173P. G.P.O.. Brisbane.
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS

Robin Elks from Caloundra, Quecnsland, in a
letter dated 29.9.65 writes:

We scem to be going through the same thing
as John Liddy, after reading the extracts from his
letters in the last journal. Except for an influx of
Fairy Martins into the area there is very little
movement from the locals. 1 noticed this last
year when 1 started banding; and can look for-
ward perhaps 1o catching some Mangrove
Honcyeaters when the trces are flowering in
November. The Silvereyes have been moving
through over the last few wecks and managed
to pick up almost 300 which might help a little.
The Yellow-faced disappeared very carly in the
piece and the numbers of these and Spinebills
that John talked about are just non-existent up
this far. They must begin dispersal as soon as
they get over the border.

Mrs. Reta Vellenga, assisted by her husband,
commenced banding (and colour banding) Satin
Bower Birds at Leura, New South Wales, on
12.6.65.

In a letter dated 15.8.65 she writes:

“We have banded 130 to date including two
blue males. The population of the mountains must
be thousands. Many people have contacted us
with reports of many birds visiting their gardens,
and we have also had several reports of banded
birds scen from Bullaburra up 1o Skyways,
Katoomba. We hope to verify all thesc ourselves,
and we are also teaching these people to read
the bands correctly too. The birds appear to be
following the cliff lme, roosting below and pop-
ping up to garden food trays wherever convenient,
s most of the sightings are close to the cliffs. We
have often watched the birds swooping down
below the cliff edge in the evening.”

A letter dated August 8, 1965, from Major
Harry Bell, Port Moresby, Papua, states:

“We've found a more satisfactory place and
with 9 nets get about a dozen a morning which
for us is fantastic. Last week we got 18, of
which but 3 could be identified and/or banded!
Today we caught 9 but banded 5. A real beauty
was the Little Pigmy-Parrot, fully 3 inches long—
smaller than a Flowerpecker that was near him!

The Kestrel is now cstablished as a resident of
Papua and we have a (live)} specimen to prove it.
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We think the Bush Curlew will be added to the
local list before long, too.

Wish we could catch the migratory species but
apart from a few Sacreds, no luck. 200 Bee-caters
roost behind my home-—have done so since April,
but I can't get to them. There is another flock
ncarby of about 20 but they are local breeders,
<o will catch some of them later on.”

OBITUARY

Two further deaths are regretfully reported.
Sam Cantarella, of Marecha, Queensland, one of
our junior members, was accidentally drowned
recently. Captain G. 1. D. Hutcheson, C.B.E.. a
distinguished engineer (he was Managing Director
of Cockatoo Docks and Engineering Co. Pty.
Ltd., until his retirement in 1962) was keenly
interested in birds and, like many others, obtained
great pleasure in his hobby. We will miss these
two keen supporters and offer our sincere sym-
pathy to their relatives.

NOTICE OF MEETING

The Annual General Meeting of The Bird
Banders' Association of Australia will be held
at 7.00 p.m. on Saturday, January 22, 1966, at
CS.I.LR.O.. Black Mountain, Canberra, A.CT.

Business will include . —

1. Reports.
2. Election of Officers.
3. General Business.

Dr. Harry Frith has accepted the invitation to
be the speaker on this occasion.

At the conclusion of the meeting, members
and friends are invited to an informal “gct
together™ to meet members of the Committee.
Regional Organisers and other banders.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Members are reminded that this is the final
issue of The Australian Bird Bander for 1965 and
that subscriptions become due on the st January,
1966.

The Association requires the financial support
of all members NOW, in order to avoid curtatl-
ment or delay in publication during 1966,
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REVIEWS

The Birds Outhack: A 10 inch 33} r.p.m. micro-groove
recording produced by the N.S.W. Gould league. 1965,
Price 36 6. plus 2 postage.

This is the second record produced by the N.S.W.
Gould Teague in a proposed series devoted 1o the calls
of Australinn birds.

the recording, divided into sections covering the calls
of morning. mid-day and late afternoon. takes the listener
to western NS W, to hear the bird chorus as dawn breaks.
The narrator singles out a distinctive call. describes the
soloist. then moves on o another and another as the sun
rises higher into the sky. The recording concludes with a
medley of calls without commentary.

The recording. which contains the calls of 39 species,
has been edited by P. E. Roberts from tapes recorded by
himself. Normun Chafler. J. N. Hutchinson. Harold Pol-
lock. Donald Taunson and the CS1LR.O. A useful 12
page booklet, by G. R. Gannon. accompunies the record
and gives a description of each hird and notes on its
habit and voice.

Reproduction is excellent and the commentary has been
kept to an essentinl minimum. This is a well produced and
soundly edited record which will have a wide appeai to
afl nature fovers at home and abroad.

This and the previous record, “The Birds Around Us'".
are available from — The Secretary. N.S.W. Gould
[esgue of Rird Lovers, Public School. Crown Street.
Sydney, N.S.W.

R. G. LONNON., Sydneyv. N.S.w.

“The Use of Mist Nets in Australia,” by S, ). Wilson,
S. G. Lane and I. .. McKean. Division of Wildlife Re-
search Technical Paper No. 8. Commonwealth Scientific
and Industrial Research Organisation. Australia, 1965,

This excellent pamphlet is a happy result of the com-
bination of official and volunteer effort so typical of Bird
Banding Schemes wherein the scientists of 2 Government

department team with the enthusiasms of amateur orni-
thalogists,

The theme thal runs through it details 4 very effective
way 10 be practical about the desire to gather scientific
data concerning wild birds. but alwayvs with the basjc
condition that the hirds themselves sre not capendable
and are Lo be kept alive and well. Mist-netting is a tech-
nique which will expedite the collection of duta and make
possible the publication of information coneerning live
wild birds instead of that based mainly on skins.

The whole range of mist-netting, from the Australian
viewpoint. is covered in sequence. This includes its his.
wrical background. its possibilities as u bird study weh-
nique. the necessary material equipment. ficld methods
from all aspects and even details of how 10 cope with the
inevitable damage 1o nets. The information conveyed s
greatly extended by apt dimensioned drawings. sketches
and feld photographs. Full references are listed.

Whilst the issuc of this pamphlet te licensed banders
his made them wish that they had had it available befare
they commenced operations. they are discovering that
there is still plenty to be gleaned from .

Others interested in birds will find it answers must of
those queries about netting. bird bander< and their out-
look, concerning which. in the past. the answers have
heen elusive.

Fig. 11 on page [9, illusirating a bird being banded.
and titled “Correct method of holding a small passerine
for banding™, is likely to provoke most discussion. Over-
seus publications gencrally concede that as hands vary in
size and shape so the best position varies (0o, The answer
to this, as to many other things. is found in the last sen-
tence of the paper " . . it is up to the bander to ensure
that his methods arc acceptable toa the public at large.”

J. 5. ROBERTSON. Hrisbane. Qld.

IThe authors are anxious to make it known that they
would welcome criticism or suggestions from other
banders.—Editor.]

NEW MEMBERS

Full Members:

BISHOP, C. M., P.O. Box 163, Winkie, S.A.

COOPER, R. A., 229 Campbell Street, Hobart, Tas.

HAWTHORN. Miss L. P., “Oaklands”, Yeungroon
Wayside, Charlion, Vic.

LASHMAR, A. F. C.. Antechamber Bay, Via Penne-
shaw, Kangaroo Island, §.A.

NORMAN, F. L, C/o0 Zoology Dept., Monash Uni-
versity, Clayton. Vic.

O'KELLY, Rev. Fr. J. M., St. Joseph's Presbytery,
Warragul, Vic.

READSHAW. Dr. 1. L., 598 Affleck Street. Albury,
N.SW.

WEATHERILL, N. F., C/0 Children’s
Collart Road, Somers, Vic.

WILKINSON, F. B., 9 Albert Street. Kerang, Vic.

School Camp.

Associate Members:
BADHAM. Mrs. J., 95 Dolans Road, Cronulla, N.S.W.

79

CUTHBERTSON. L.. 107 Jubilee Road. Khandallah.
Wellington, N.Z.

GUNN, L R., 24 Colton Avenue, Magtll, S.A.

HUTCHISON, B. 1., 11 Birchwood Avenue. Double-
view, W.A,

MASSON, K. D.. 4 Glenwood Road, Newton. S.A.

POUND, K. | St. Pauls Boys Home. Newhaven
Phillip Island, Vig.

SLATER, P,, C/0 34 Webster Street. Nedlands, W.A.

WALLER, I, 9 Crossfields, Stoke By Nayland. Col-
chester, Essex, England.

Junior Members:

ATTRIDGE, M., 14 Walker Crescent, Griffith, A.C.T.

BELL, B. J, C/0 H. L. Bell, Box 377. Port Moresby,
T.P.N.G,

BELL, I. D, C/o0 H. L. Bell, Box 377. Port Moresby,
T.P.N.G.

BETTS, 1., 16 Walker Crescent. Griffith. A.C.T.
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OFFICE BEARERS

S. [. Wilson, 2 Scott St., Narrabundah, A.C.T.

C. B. Campion, 29 51. Albans 5t., Abbotsford, NS W
M. H. Waterman, 28 Colton Ave.,, Magill, S.A.
J. Liddy, Wommin Bay Rd.. Kingscliff, N.S.W.

S G. (Bill} Lane, 65 Wouod St., Lane Cove, N.S.W.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
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{Restricted to licensed
C.S.1.R.0O. Banders)

Associate Membership £1/0/70 per annum
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(Under 18 years of age)

Subscriptiens arc payable in advance and are
due on the st Januvary cach year.
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