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\inth Annual lleport of the Austrrlinn Bird-band-

ing Scheme, July,  1962 to June, 1963, by W- B.
H i t c h c o c k .  P U b l i s h e d  a s  C . S . l . R . O .  D i v i s i o n  o f  W i l d ,
l i f e  R e s e a r c h  T c c h n i c x l  P a p e r  N o . 7 .
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species bandcd dLrr ing lhe year 1962-63.  This nrrmbel
represenrs a s igni l icant  increase in the bandinS rale.
a lmost  doubl ing the nuf iber of  b i rds banded dur ing
thc previous year.  The l is l  provides much interest ing
speculal ion for  the bander ' :  who banded the f i rs t  three
Jabirur? and who banded the one and only Swif l ,  and
howl and how are the f in8ers of  the bandefs who
lacl led lhe 167 adul l  Cal l rhs and Corcl las? The lack of
sui lable l rapping lechniques for  some conlpar i { l ively
comnron and wide-spread species (c.g.  the [ -or ikeets
a n d  C u c k o o  s h r i k c s )  i s  w e l l  i l l L r s t r a l e d  b v  l h e  s m a l l
lota ls of  banded birds.

Ful l  dala arc g iven fof  t iu selected recovef ics.  Those
of part icular  in lerest  inc lude four Fleshy-footed
Shearwaters banded at  Lord Howe Is land and taken
by f ishin8 I ine on the sanre dry at  some place of f
Japan.

Eight  d is lant  movements of  Si lvereyes are recorded,
includinS three belwecn Sydney and Tasmania.  Two
Li l t le  Egrets banded on the same day near Balranald,
N.S.W. achievect  the unl ikely record of  heing recovered
in New Zealand and New Br i la in respect ively;  another
banded l l t  the same place lhree years previously was
recovered in Papt la,

Longevi ty data arc accunrula l ing,  and lJ  fecover ies
rela l ing to longcvi ty afe g iven.  In some cases (e.g.
lh ' -ee years ten months for  a SpLrr-winged Plovcr)
these da(a probabl ] ,  ref lect  the re la l ivel ! ,  few birds
banded and the short  l i fe of  banding in Aust fa l ia
rather than lhe polent ia l  maximum l i fe of  the species.

Dur ing Ihe year 7.1 operalors misFnetted 10.848
hirds of  246 species,  more than doubl ing the prcviou\
year 's  tota l .  Perhaps lhe nexl  year or  so wi l l  see a
year ly loral  of  over 100.000 bi rds banded, wi th over
50.000 laken in misr  ners.  -  JOHN LIDDY.

Wader measur€ments and $Nder nrigration, by P. R.
I- lvans: Bi,r/  Sr/.1-!,  l l (  I  ) :  2l l l l .  1964.

This most interesting technique paper discusses
methods for (he measurement of winE. bi l l  and total
I eng th  o t  l i r e  uade rs .  an . l  de . c r i bes  a -new  merho . l  u f
winS-length measurement - a method that wi l l  enable
data of di lJerent investigalors to be compared. Of
measuremenls takcn from museum specimens. only bi l l
lenSths can be usefir l ly compared with corresponding
measurements from l ive hirds.

In the inlerpfelat ion of measurements. separate
treatmenl must be given k) data frcm juvenile and adult
birds. from di l leren! Iocal i t ies and from dif ferent t i f les
of year. (How important i t  is to have accurate infor-
mation on plumage changes and their correlat ion wilh
age r )

Evans sanrpled autumn populat ions (two years) of
juveni le Dunlin, Calidt i . t  ( lpi t( .  and was able to show
division. on bi l l  and wing lengths. into several popu-
lat ions. For this species. then i t  was possible to make
tentat ive assignmenls for peak values of the di lTerent
populat ions t() Bri t ish. Icelandic. and othcr laces.
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An anrlysls of the records of :r South Africxn ringing
st{ t ion,  by l \ t .  K.  Rowan: O:t t i t l t ,  35 160 l f t7,  196-1.

This paper bv Mrs.  Rowan ta fescarch ol l iccf  at  lhe
Perc! ,  F_i lzPatr ick Inst i lu le of  Afr ican Orni !holog!  )
r n r l y s r s  c e p t r r r r  i n ( l  r c c . i l t u r (  r r . u r J .  f , ' r  r l t c  l . r i j .
h i , n J r d  J l r f i n e  r  h - \ c i r r  p e r i o l l  u l  a  p r i \ a l e  h r n r t i n g
slatron on the outski r ls  of  Johannesburg.  Al l  to ld.
13.182 bi rds of  I i l l  species were banded.

The recovery ra le of  dcad bi rds was exlrcntely low:
0. :16 per cenl  over-al l ,  0.6.1 per ccnt  for  the lJ  best-
r i n g r d  s n e r i ! \ .  A l . U  r , Q  p . 1  c e n l  o t  r e r , , ! c r i ( \  \  e f (
ml1LIe al  or  nci r  the r tat i ( 'n .  un( l  5( ,  per L.enl  \  i th in
a year of  the banding date.  By contrast ,  lhe ch: tnccs
of  catching a marked bi rd a l ive wcre over 70 l i rnes
as greal  in wcl l , r inSed species.  and orany indiv idLl : r ls
were retrapped al  in lervals over several  year\ .

One of  lhe i tupof tanl  points made b!  i \ {$.  Ro\r 'an
(and th is has impl icat ion fof  banding i ;  An\rra l ia)  is
Ihat  recapture reco,-ds a 'e potenl ia l l )  more informat ivc
than recover jes -  especia l ly  in Afr ica.  where the' ' , i o . o p ( r a l i n !  

h  n r a n  p 0 p l r l a l i o n  t .  - n r r . e  r n J  r h L
d e n \ t l \  o l  p r e i j r l o i \  a n J  \ c r \ c n A e r \  h i g h .  l h e  r u r h o r
h ( l r e v e s  ( a n J  h c r  h r l i e f \  a r e  s r r p p o r r c L l  h v  t h e  o r g i r n r _
zer of  the.South Afr ican Scheme) thar - i t  leasr e i lual
e m p h a s i s  s h , r r r l d  b e  g r \ e n  l r )  l h c  F r e J l  f e \ e i r r ( h  f o t c n -
l r i r l  r r l  \ ' ( ! ' r \ r \ l e n l .  r e p n t i l r ! e  l r a n p i n l l  i n  n  . i n g l c  :  e . r .
\ u \ r a r n e d  L r v e t  l  n u m h e f  o l  y e s t \ . - -

-Stat is l ical r tnalysis of  recapture dala for  rhrec specic\
r ' f  W e a r e r  f i n e h e .  r p l , r r i l , r , ,  1 r e l . l c . I  i n r p o r r a n r  i n
l o r m : r l t o n  r r n  \ e \  r a l i L r \ ,  s u r r i r e l  a n L l  m u r r u l i t )  t J t ( \ .
i rnd pl t |mage change..  l -or  erch \pecie\  thcrc i i  u r r .c
l u l  L I t \ c l r 5 \ r r , n  ( w i r h  r a b l c \ r  ( ) n  a v e r a g e  l t a p p r n g  r . r t e \
and on ' lapse ra le '  -  der ived f rom an elaminal ion of
I  h-e per iod.  e lan\ ing hel \aeen banding und f inr l  rcrr r rn
i ' l  b . r n d e J  b i r d s .  P r o d r e s s r v e l )  f e $ e r  i n J i r i d r r a l r  r r ( .
recaptured as thesr per iods are prolonged. and the
manner in \ rh ich numbcrs fa l l  of l  wi th i r icreasing t ime
may he descr ibed in l i fe insurance lernl inolog] ,  ;s  lhe' lapse rate." '  W. IJ.  HI ' | 'CHCOCK, Cunhci i t .

l_here are of  coLrrse problems inherenl  in the tcch,
niq l les descr ibed.  but  evenrual l )  i t  tua) be possib le to
iLssign a l rApped Wrder to a def in i te p lace of  or ig in
wi lh a speci f ied deSrce oi  conl idcnce.  I f  rh i \  can h. ,
done, banding studie\  of  Wader migral ion wi l l  hxvc
v a s l l y  m o t c  \ , a l l l e  l h a n  t h e !  h a v e  a l  p I c \ e n l . '
t l , .  B.  Hl l  (  HCOCK. Canh(t  r t .

SYDNEY MBETING
We invite all membcrs and thcir fricnds to

a scicntif ic meeting to bc held in thc Hallstrom
Theatre, Australian Museum, Collcgc Strcct, at
1 .30  p .m.  on  Saturday .  7 th  August .

The programmc for thc meeting hls not vct
bccn f ina l i sed .  a l though wc c rn  p romi .c  1ou in -
.rth\'r intercsling und lnformativ.] l l ternoin.
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OFF'ICE BEARBRS

President S. l. Wilson, 2 S(ott St., Nurrabunduh' A.("7.

Vice Presidents C . B- Cantpion, 29 St. Albms St.' Abhotslord, N.S'W '

M. H. Waterman,2S Colton Ave., Mugil l, S.A.

l. Liddy, l lonmin Buy Rd., Kingsclif l , N.S.W.

Past President .S. G. (8111) Lane, 65 Wood St., Lune ()ove, N S W'

Hnn. Erfitor A. M. Gw1nn,4l Cheltenhan Rd., Cheltenlwn, N.S.ll.

Hon. Asst. Editor H. l. de S. Disne:'' c/- Austruliol Mu\eum, College St ' '\'r'ine'I, N 'S lt

Hon. Secretary B. Curter, 51 Curinu Rd , Olster Ba.r', N S llu.

Hon. Assl. Sccretary H. B\tt n,6 Poflsmouth St., Cronullu, N'S'W'

Hon. Treasurer R. G. Loruton,63 Rutledge St., Etrstwood, N.S.W.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
Full Membership
(Restricted to l icensed

C.S. l .R .O.  Banders)

Associatc Membership

J unior Mcrnbe rship
(Under  l8  years  o f
age)

! l  0  0  per  annum

fl 0/{J per annum

10,/0 per annum

Subscriptions arc payable in advance and
are due on the lst January each year.

All membcrs are enlit lcd to reccive "Thc

Australian Bird Bander."
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