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Auslralian Bird Bander

Two letlcrs from Kcvin Silva, Pisik Central
School. Lou Island, Manus, New Guinca, make
an in tc res t ing  scqucnce.  Thc  f i rs t  da ted  18 .1  1 .64
finds him just bcginning:

"Thcrc arc hordcs of Shining Starlings ncsting
at the back of nry housc at the moment but thcJ'
urc hard to cntice down. I havc the 40 ft. nct
suspcnded bctween two 40 ft. high bamboo polcs
but the weight ot the net keeps the apron out
on thc middlc blocks in the net. They hit it but
thcrc is no apron to catch them - only on thc
bottom one. Any advicc here would hclp.

"Thcrc are a few nesting islands of thc Black-
napcd Tern in this area, but the natives play
havoc on the eggs and the nestl ings and the
parents arc rather frightened."

The sccond. dated 10.3.65, reports progress:
"t tricd another idca on thc Shining Starlings.
Thcy arc very fond of paw-paw. During vaca-
tion when there wcrc not maDy students about
the sarden area one of mv tcachers who comes
from' the Dukc of York lslands just outsidc
Rabaul. showed me their method of catching
Sh in i r rs  S tar l incs .  Ther  bu i ld  a  lean- lo  about
3  [ t .  by  3  f l .  ihe  f rame is  madc o [  th in  p l iab le
rticks irushed into thc sround at about 20i from
the vcftical.

The framc is covcrcd on the top side by largc
flat leaves - banana or types similar so that
therc are no holes at all. Close to the basc
oI the lean-to cut up ripe paw-paw is put to
attract the birds. Soon thev comc to eat the
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paw-paw and the watcher hiding about 20 yards
away crccps out. When near the trap he forms
his arms into a circlc and quickly knocks thc
lean-to over trapping thc birds insidc.

Rainy or cool days are the bcst, as on hot
days the birds rarely comc down to ground lcvcl.
Wc worked this idea on threc days catching a
total of 67 birds. None ot those captured show-
ed any apparent damage and when released flew
vcry freely."

wnoDi'i;iii- tt
We have rcccivcd a rcqucst for hclp inii

establishing the source of a mystcry band. Onii
December 20. 1965. on the prepcrty of Mr.l l
Tom Griff ith, of Boyanup, Wcstern Austra-i iur -DUld| |u l , ,
l ia, a Black Duck i.4nai .rrrpcrr i/ iora 1 wasl
shot. bearing an aluminium split-ring t
s tamDed w i th  thc  word  'WAINERING" .

Mr. A. J. Frascr, Dircctor of thc Dcpart
ment of Fisheries and Fauna of Western A
t rd l ia ,  i s  anr iou :  to  ob ta in  in fo rmat ion
the origin and banding details of this bird
He states: "The marking of fauna in
State is, of course, restricted to approvccState is, of course, restricted to approvcd
grammes, but the originator of this ba
might not have known that. Altcrnativcl!,
is possible that this was an intcrstatc or
an international movement."
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