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MASS MOVEMEI\T OF HONEYEATERS
site. to give a surprising retrap rirtc of 27 pcr
cent for birds banded a mile away. Now that
lhe B. serruti lolia has finished llowcring thc
honeycatcrs h:rvc moved. and at thc timc ol
writ iug (late September) | have bccn unabl! ' to
locatc any significant concentration of thcm..
Possibly thcy have dispersed to thc coastal B.
integriloliu which has becn flowcring sincc nid-
w in te r .  l t  i s  assumcd (and hoped)  th  t  many o f
thc honeyeatcrs wil l return to thc Cabarita i lrci l
uhen the  B.  / . ,b l r f  ag ! i t r  f lo \ rc rs .

Brorvn Honcyeaters (GIir. iphilu indi.\ l i t l(td)
show a similar movement, but lcss impressivclv.
Of  55  bandcd a t  Cabar i ta ,  s ix  ( l l  p€ ' r  cen t )
have bccn rctrappcd at the sccond area. This
lower rate is as cxpccted. as ovcrall I have
rctrappcd over 35 pcr cent of all Whitc-chccketl
Honeycaters banded hcre. but enlv about l0
per ccnt of the Brown Honeyeaters.

JOHN LI DDY , Kingx l if l , N .5.W.

Be',wecn January 19 and May 2, I 964, '+56
Whitc-chcekcd Honeyeaters (Meliortris niger)
were nctted and bandcd by Harry Battam and
mvself onc mile south-west of Cabarita. The
honeyeatcrs were fccding on Bunksiu robut,
which was flowering when thc area was
init ially invcstigated, and which finished flowering
in early April. Nearby, a small patch of B.
uspleniiloliu flowered in April.

Betwccn May 9 and August 22. 196.4, I nct-
ted and banded on an cxtcnsive patch ot B.
serruti loliu 0.6 miles north of Hastings Point.
This area is onc mile south-east of the Cabarita
area. and thc closest net positions used in the
two areas would bc 0.7 i l i les apart. The two
areas are dircctly separated by eucalypt-covered
hil locks- but a bclt of heath connects them on
the sea-ward sidc of lhc hil locks.

At this sccond netting sitc I have retrapped
123 of the 456 birds bandcd at thc Cabarit ir

On ScDt. 14. 1963. Bil l Horton banded four
out of a group of Grey-crowncd Babblers
(Pomatostornus temporutl is) caught near a soak
in the Lcichhardt River approximately four miles
south of Mount lsa. Band numbers used wcrc
060-52702, 3, 4, 5. The group was of normal
size consisting of ten to twclvc birds.

On 22.9.63 hc banded a further six Babblcrs
out of a similar group at Stonc Axe Creek some
twelve miles N.N.E. of Mount lsa. Bands used
were  060-52708,  09 ,  10 ,  l l ,  12 .  13 .  Becausc
of the distance between the two points, the short
space of t imc and the abscncc of any retraps it
seems almost certain that these birds were mem-
bers of an entirely different group.

Some six months later, on 5.4.64. Bil l and I
causht f ive babblers at Stone Axc Creek at the
onitime. including retraps from cach of the two
previous groups. These were 52702. 52703.
52710 and 52712. At least two other birds in
the group carried bands but escapcd hefore the
numbers were read.

Apparcntly this group wcrc sti l l  togethcr in
August and were sti l l  in thc Stonc Axc Crcck
area bccause Ken Dredge rctrappcd 52703 and
52713 a t  S tone Axe Creck  on  16 .1 i .6 .1 .

Thc obvious interprctation to put on thcsc
rcsults js that the babbler groups split up into
pairs in the mating season - October to March
indicated - and form new mixcd family groups
in the following season. The later rctrirps indicatc
that such partics may stay togcther unti l thc
Iollowing ycar.

Unfo unately we have ROt had a Srcat dral

ol success with babblers ovcr thc last six months

and have gained no further information. Wc

would be interested, however. to hcar if bandcrs

elsewhere havc obtained any information that

might shed light on thc movemcnt and grouping

ol this and related specics.

R.  K .  CARRI ITHERS.  Mt .  Lsu ,  Q k l .

GRBY - CROWNET)BABBLERS
Apparcn t ly  th i \  g roun ucr , .  s t i l l


