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UNTWISTING SOME TERNS

Text and Il lustrations by W. B. Hitchcock.' l
In Australian waters, four medium-sized terns present problcms ol idcnti-

l ication for thc l ield u'orker. Many of these dil l icult ies can be rcsolved with
prccision only by rcfercncc to charactcrs which cannot be obscrved unlc-ss 1hc
bird is "in thc hand." The following diagrams of the first and sccond primarics
of thesc species demonstratc the diagnostic patterns. Thesc. togcther with the
irssociated n']easurements and other information. should cnablc banders 1it
identify trapped birds or beach-washed specimens.
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