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The Silver Gull (Larus novaehollandiae)
is becoming one of the best known, scien-
tifically, of Australian birds, thanks to the
Altona Survey Group (Wheeler and Watson,
Emu, 19631 and to the interest of many
banders since the scheme started in 1953.

The rcsults of tcn ycars banding are contained
in two papers in thc currcnt volume (vol. 9, No.
2  )  o f  thc  C.S. l .R .O.  Wi ld l i fe  Research  Journa l .
Bandcrs wil l rcceive their copies in due course.
This has bcen a protitable cooperative effort, and
distinctive regional movement patterns havc bccn
[evealcd that can be rclated to thc habitat and
food reouircments of this soccics for survival
and breiding. The valuc of'thcsc results stem
from thc comDarison that can bc madc between
scveral regional populations, in terms of direction
and distancc of movement and proportion of
birds involved.

Most of the data are the usual random re-
covcrics of dead or accidentally captured gulls.
lJut thc much smallcr amount provided by ban-
clers who rctrap narked birds, cspccially at thc
ncst, and who patiently rcad band numbcrs (at
some cost in bread etc.) has a valuc out of all
proportion to its modest volumc. Thus we are
bcginning to lcarn about age at breeding, con-
stancy of brecding placc and return to natal
colony, and perhaps most interesting the con-
stancv of wintcr ouartcrs.

This studl follows a pattern that is l ikely to
bc typical ol many othcrs. Thc init ial period of
extensivc banding has cstablished thc seasonal
cycle and movement, and somc aspcct of the
individual l i fc history. The ncxt stagc should
includc much more observation and idcntif ication
of bundcd birds, including individual marking
with colour bands or plumage dyes. Without
doubt. much fascinating and important infor-
mation on daily, seasonal and annual movement
and habits wil l cmcrgc.

Thc present results also indicatc which aspect
of f icld study might be most profitably undcr-
taken on the silver gull. One of these is thc
factors which determine colony size and which
individual can or cannot breed each year. For
this, agc and origin must be known and a pro-
gramme of colour banding young for several
years was commenccd in Oct.-Dec., 1964.

At Five Islands, 5000 large chicks wcre

bandcd with monel on thc lcft lcg and bluc on
the rightl at Lake Bathurst l-500 chicks got
monel right and bluc lcft. Thcse colour bands
arc a ncw type lbr which wc havc high hopcs
as regards both visibil i ty and durabil itv. Thcy
are bandcd "Scotchlite" on aluminium. and .l
inch  h igh .  The Lake Bathurs t  mode l  i s  hcav ic r
gauge aluminium, and the Five lslands onc is
thinner gauge with white "Scotchcal" on thc
inside to increase durabil itv. Thc latter is casicr
to handle and kroks l ike winnine.

A l though i t  i : .  no t  in tcndcd l , '  cnrbr r l  r rn
much ficld work unti l th!'rc arc 3 or 4 vear
groups  w i th  d i f fe ren t  co lour '  r r )  ( ,h \c r \ ! ' .  wc
would much appreciatc information on thc
whereabouts of thesc blue blnded gulls. speci-
fying which lcg and commcnting on th!' colorrr
band if you wish.

OOSENIOR'' SILYEREYES
The Fifth Annual ReDort of The Australian

B i rd  Band ing  Scheme,  Ju ly ,  1958.  to  Junc ,  1959.
records a total of 1286 Eastcrn Silvercycs
(ZosteroD.t kneruli.s) ban<led to June, 1959. Con-
sequently the chances of recovering birds morc
than live years aftcr banding arc sti l l  rathcr
remote.

This situation should rapidly changc as a
result of the increasing numbcrs banded sincc'
that t ime and wc may )'ct f ind that longevitl in
Silvcreyes is apprcciably more comnron than is
generally considered l ikely for birds of this sizc.

In the mcantime, two further examplcs ol
birds banded at North Ryde. N.S.W.. and re-
trapped at banding site over five ycars later, arc
of interest (sce Ausl. Bird Bander, Junc. 1964.
p . s  l  ) .
010-10343 (Sydney Type)  Bandcd 26.7.59.

Retrapped 26.9.64 62 months
010-10406 (Tasmanian Typc)  Banded l . l t .59

Retrapped 25 .6.6(r, 28 .4.62,
22.8.62.  30.8.64 6 l  months
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