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D r a w i n g s  b y  B . B e r t r a m ,  A u s t r a l i a n  M u s e u m  n r t  b e p t .

T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  a  s e r i e s  g i v i n g  t h e  d i a g n o s t i c
c h a r a c t e r s  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  B r o n z e  C u c k o o s .

T h e  m e a s u r e m e n t  o f  t h e  B i l l  W i d t h  f o l l o w s  t h a t
t a k e n  b y  E r n s t  M a y r  ( t g s z )  a n d  i s  t a k e n  i n  m i l l i m e t r e s
w i t h  c a l i p e r s  j u s t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  n o s t r i l s .

T h e  t a i l  i - s  n u m b e r e d  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e  t o  c e n t r e  a s
t h i s  i s  e a s i e r  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a n d  c a u s e s  l e s s  d i s t u r b a n c e
t o  t h e  b i r d .

T h e  w i d t h  o f  t h e  b i r r  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  G o r d e n  a n d
S h i n i n g  B r o n z e  C u c k o o s .

R e f :  M a y r ,  E .  1 9 3 2 .  B i r d s  c o l l e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  W h i t n e y
South  Sea Exped i t ion  XIX

N o t e s  o n  t h e  B r o n z e  C u c k o o  C h a l c i t e s
l u c i s l g g  a n d  i t s  s u b s p e c i e s . - -

A m e r  .  M u s .  N o v i t .  N o  . 5 2 O .  p .  I
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D e s c r i p t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  f r o m  s k i n s  h e l d  a t  a n
g l g l e  w i t h  h e a d  d o w n  t o w a r d s  t h e  l i - g h t ,  b u t  n o t  f u l l  s u n -
t i g l t .  r n  f u l r  s u n l i g h t  t h e  c o l o u l s  m a y  b e  . o r " * h i t
d i f f e r e n t ,  s u c h  a s  m o r e  i r i d e s c e n c e  a n d  b v e r a r l  b r o n z e .
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Shin ing  Bronze Cuckoo

BIRD IN HAI{D

l- uc i dus RAOU No. 343

B r o a d  5 - 6

U s u a l l y  s o m e  w h i t e
f o r m i n g  w h i t e  l i n e  t o
c e n t r e  o f  c r o w n .

E

s

T}I

te

K'"--
B i l l  w i d t h

F o r  e h  e  a d

T a i l  N o , l -

Ch in

Thr  oa t
and

B r e a s t

B e I  1 y

F a c e

C r o w n  B r o n z e  g r e e n ,  s o m e -
H i n d  n e c k  t i m e s  w i t h  p u r p l i s h
Mant le  t inge .  Sub - 'aOu i  t  and

I m m a t u r e  b r i g h t
m e t a l l i c  g r e e n .

Back  . "  S imi la r  to  man i l -e
I  a n d  c r o w n .  N o

s u d d e n  c h a n g e .

W i n g  C o v e r t s  S i m i l a r  t o  b a c k
a n d  r u m p ,

ADULT

G e n e r a l l y  4 ,  s o m e -
t i m e s  5  I a r g e  w h i t e
s p o t s .

2  &  3  w l t h  o r  w i t h o u t
r u f o u s  s p o t s ,  s i m i l -
a r  t o  G o l d e n .

B r o n z e  g r e e n  b a r s

B r o n z e  g r e e n  b a l s .
Immature .  D i r ty
w h i t e  m o t t l e d  w i t h
g r e d n i s h  b r o w n .
L o w e r  b r e a s t  s o m e
b a r s .

W h i t e  w i t h  c r o s s -
i n g  b a r s .

W h i t e  o v e r  e y e  e x -
t e n d i n g  d o w n  s i d e s
q f  n e c k  t o  I ' S h o u f  d e r  s ' i
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BIRD THE HAND

l aG o l d e n  B r o n z e  C u c k o o

4 .? -5  m .^ .

ADULT

RAOU No. 344

Medium 4  .2 -5

N o  w h i t e  o r  s l i g h t

P u r p l i s h  c o p p e r
B r o n z e .  J u v .  B r o w n
w i t h  s l i g h t  m e t a l l i c
g r e e n  t i n g e .

B r o n z e  g r e e n ,  c o n -
t r a s t i n g  w i t h  p u r p -
l i s h  m a n t l e .
J u v .  a s  m a n t l e .

N o  b u f f  o r  l i g h t
e d g e s ,  s i m i l a r  t o
back  and ru rnp .
J u v .  S l i g h t  r u f o u s
o d r r a c

5  l a r g e  w h i t e
s p o t s

&  3  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t
r u f o u s  s p o t s ,
J u v .  S i m i I a r .

C o p p e r  B r o n z e  b a r s .
J u v .  a s  T h r o a t  a n d
B r e a s t .

C o p p e r  b r o n z e  b a r s .
J u v .  D a r k  g r e y i s h
b r o w n  w i t h  f a i n t
b arr ing .

W h i t e  w i t h  c r o s s i n g
b a r s .  J u v .  W h i t i s h
w i t h  b r o w n i s h  b a r s
i n c r e a s i n g  w i t h  3 9 € ,
esp l ta l l y  9 l

f l a n k s .

tTh i te  over  eye  no t
ex tend ing  down s ides
o f  n e c k .
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Cr own
H i n d  n e c k
M a n t l e .
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