A VISIT TO COOK ISLAND, N.S.W.
John Liddy, Kingscliff. N.S.W.

Cook Island is situated akout a half-mile off Fingal,
just south of the Queensland korder, and is the most north-
erly of the N.S.W. islands. It is a faunal reserve.

Through the co-cperation of fisherman Claude Edds of
Coolangatta, Bill Lane, Harry Battam and myself were able to
visit the island for about four hours on December 8, 1963.
Access to the island is onto rocks and.-is comparatively
difficult except under calm weather conditions.

The island is well vegetated with the usual tussocks
and low growth, with scattered clumps of the shruk Tuckeroo
(Cupaniopsis anocardioides). Burrows of the Wedge-tailed
Shearwaters (Puffinus pacificus) were found over most of
the island. Lack of time prevented any reliable estimate
of the size of the breeding population, kut it is prokakle
that at least 2,000 pairs kreed there. Most of the Shear-
waters found were incubating a fresh egg.

Three Banded Landrails (Rallus philippensis) were seen
and others heard in the Tuckeroo. The Mangrove Honeyeater
(Meliphaga fasciogularis) population was estimated at 5 or
6 pairs, and one Honeyeater was seen collecting nesting
material. The Honeyeaters were usually noted in the Tucker-
00. Other birds noted on the island were Black Cormorant
(Phalacrocorax carko) (one), Terek Sandpiper (Terekia
cineria) (one), Reef Heron (Demigretta sacra) (one) and
Crested Tern (Sterna bergii) (two). Birds noted flying
over the island were numbers of Crested Terns and Silver
Gulls (Larus novae-hollandiae), a single White-breasted
Sea-eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster) and a Raven (Corvus
coronoides) (or Crow).

Two hundred and twenty-four Wedge-tailed Shearwaters
and two Mangrove Honeyeaters were kanded.
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