Channel Whaling Station recovered at Signey and Laurie Islands,
South Orkneys 6000 miles to the west, two Sooty Shearwaters 5
years 11 months after date of banding, twenty-four Australian
Gannet recovered in Australia, eighteen 10 year old, fourteen
11 year old, ten 12 year old and three 13 year old Gannets re-
trapped at Cape Kidnappers, a Black-killed Gull 6 years 11
months old, two White-fronted Terns banded as chicks recovered
in N.S.W. 11 months later, a Kea 4 years 10 months after band-
ing, a Black-kird and a Song Thrush koth 4 years 7 months
after banding and two Giant Petrels banded at the South Orkneys
as chicks recovered off New Zealand 5 and 6 months later.

John L. McKean.

NOTICE

Field Guide to Australian Birds.

Two West Australian ornithologists, Eric Lindgren and
Peter Slater, are preparing a field guide to Australian kirds
and have found that there are many gaps in the available lit-
erature which active kanders could help fill, even in such
elementary data as body length, wingspan, etc.

It is hoped to make the field guide as accurate and as
complete as possible and an appeal is made to banders who
have, or could oktain, any of the following data to assist
in compilation of the guide. Acknowledgement will khe made
of every person who assists unless directed otherwise, and
it is hoped that the guide will ke written not only for the
ornithologists of Australia, but also by them.

The more field experience which can be set down within
its pages, the more accurate and useful the puklication will
be.

Specific requests at the moment:

1. Body length - the total body length of a kird laid flat
on its kack, bill pointed forward and neck gently stretched.
Measured from the tip of the bill to the tip of the tail in
millimeters. With larger birds to the nearest Smm. 1s
sufficiently accurate.

2. Wingspan - the distance from wingtip to wingtip of a
bird laid on its back with the wings stretched to what is
judged to ke the position normally held in flight. This is
not a very accurate measure bkut is of value for comparative
purposes in the field. To the nearest Smm. or 10mm. for
larger birds.
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3. Weight - though weight will vary throughout the year
some indication of size can be gained from a mean weight.
Males and females may weigh differently and sex should ke
recorded, if possible to tell externally.

Any additional field points which banders use to
separate species in the field would be extremely useful.
It is difficult to judge the efficiency of personal field
characters and any information on the way particular species
fly, or carry themselves, call, etc., would all help to make
omissions in the guide less likely.

Data for any non=-passerine would ke most welcome, and
I hope that banders and others will seize this cpportunity
to contribute to the guide such that acknowledgement of the
part banding plays in ornithology can ke practically
demonstrated.

- Eric Lindgren, Department of Zoology, University of
Western Australia, Nedlanas. W.A.

BE PREPARED
R.K. ("Sam") Carruthers, Mt. Isa. Q.

In the days of the wild west badies and goodies carried
their six guns everywhere. They could come in handy at any
time. The same can ke said of your banding gear to-day.

As an example, when visiting the Golf Club for a drink
af ter work recently, we no soconer had a full glass in front
of us, than a Pied Butcher Bird (Cracticus nigrogularis)
flew through the bar. All the wire shutters were closed so
three keen banders, Bert Brennan, Paul Pierce and myself
forgot the keer and gave chase.

After circling the club house for five minutes the
Butcherbird took refuge out of sight on the roof of the kar.
Paul climked up to chase him out and got the shock of his
life when two birds flashed past. The chase of course ke-
came twice as exciting and within a couple of minutes, with
the help of the karman and several other members, we captured
koth kirds.

Now back to the point of the story. I carry the banding
gear in the utility almost all the time, so within seconds
the birds were kanded and I had two more kirds on the list.
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