AUGUST MEETING: On Saturday 1lst August, 1964, a Meeting

was held in the Hallstrom Theatre at the
Australian Museum, Speakers were Dr.G.van Tets and Mr. F.K.
Hersey.

Dr., van Tets spoke on Birds Identification of Their Nests,
Mates, Chicks etc.,, and exhibited a selection of colour slides
showing many species of sea birds, most of which were in the
great nesting colonies of the Atlantic. Cormorants, Gannets,
Murres {(or Guillemots), Terns as well as other birds were
shown in colonies comprising thousands of pairs.

Mr, Hersey showed the Disney film "Waterbirds" which com-
plemented the talk by Dr.van Tets inasmuch that several of the
kirds included in the film had previously bkeen discussed by
Dr,van Tets.

SPOTLIGHTING - A USEFUL TECHNIQUE
R.K.(Sam) Carruthers, Mt. Isa. Q.

Spotlighting is an interesting and successful way of
catching birds for kanding. For some species it is likely to
be by far the most successful method.

Essential equipment is a high powered portable spotlight
and a hand net of some form, I have used a three feet diameter
cane hoop covered by old mist net with considerable success. A
loose cover of 14" or 1%" nylon fishing net would be more
durable and so more satisfactory.

The method of operation is to move at night over open
plains, swamp edges etc., where birds are known or suspected
to be found, In most cases the birds are picked up or flushed
by the light. Once picked up or seen to land, keep the light
on the bird or the spot where it squatted, slowly approaching
to within five to twenty feet. The net is then dropped or
cast by hand over the bird. With practice, reasonable accuracy
can be obtained with casts up to twenty feet.

For hest results an overcast or moonless night is required.

The method is particularly successful for kirds in the
"runner" stage. Young of the wader group often tend to hide
during the day and are difficult to find and band at that
time. Locating them with a spotlight at night is made simple
due to their moving and feeding during darkness.

Experience so far indicates that this method is excellent
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for catching the following:

All young waders,
Quail,

Pipits and Songlarks,
Red-capped Dotterel,
Australian Dotterel.

MDD WN

It should 3slso be successful with -

Sharp-tailed Sandpipers,

Stints,

Plovers,

Ducks,

Darterxs,

Ibis,

Pratincoles,

Water birds generally that frequent shallows orx
banks at night.

OO D WN

(The use of spotlights for trapping birds is not permitted

in Queensland under existing Fauna Regulations. The excell-
ent results were achieved by the writer in Northern Territorzy.
Banders should check to see that such methods are permissible
in the area of operation. - Editor.)

SUPPLY OF MIST NETS.

The response in favour of tethered nets has been very
strong and it has been decided that the advantages are such
that, with nets of 30 ft. length and over, 3ll future imports
will be tethered.

In response to requests for 4 shelf deeper nets, a trial
shipment of 30' x 12' and 40' x 12' nets has been obtained.

The following nets are available -

(3) Standard mist nets

Black, terylene, 3-shelf, 14" diagonal mesh,
in the following sizes:-

20 ft x 9 ft (tethered) £2 2 0

30 ft x 9 ft (tethered) £2 15 9

40 ft x 9 ft (tethered) £3 12 9

60 ft x 9 ft (tethered) £Z 12 0O
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