QUOTES WORTH QUOTING
S.J.Wilson, Canberra. A.C.T.

While reading overseas ornithological books and magazines
one often comes upon pieces of informstion which are particul-
arly apt in their application to the Australian Bird Banding
Scheme.

For example, Robert Spencer in "Instructions to Young .
Ornithologists, III" remarks that "ringing (banding) is useful
as a study technique in proportion to the number of recoveries
it produces". This sums up a point often made, that is that
our best results through mist netting in Australia will come .
from repeated visits to the one area; in effect from populat-
ion studies.

That this is an accepted point of view among oveIseas
workers is borne ocut by the opening paragraphs of an 2rticle
by Sarah Ann Nunneley, "Analysis of Banding Records of Local
Populations Of Blue Jays and Of Redpolls at Granby, Mass."
Bird-Banding January 1964, Volume XXXV, page 8:-

"Such is the fascination of bird-banding that the gather-
ing of data can easily become an end in itself. We must
not lose sight of the fact that banding is properly a tool
of ornithology; the raw data which accumulates in govern-
ment or private records are of potentisl rather than real
value until studied and shared with others.

"Scientific analysis of banding data sounds like a formid-
able job beyond the reach of most individuals, yet that
is far from the truth. Ornithology contains a body of
multitudinous small questions of a specific nature which
can be answered only by the detailed information in band-
ers' personal files. The data reported to the Fish and
Wildlife Service are not necessarily the most fruitful
source of answers., Of great value are the repeats and
other notes from a single avian community season after
season. By their very nature these data are so massive
that condensation and analysis must be done by the
individual. "

86
The Australian Bird Banderx September 1964



