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Diagnostic differences between nestling and adult Wedge-tail-
ed and Short-tailed Shearwaters are given below.

Wedge-tailed Shearwater Short-tailed Shearwater
Puffinus pacificus Puffinus tenuirostris
R.A.O.U. No.69 R.A.0.U. No.71

Adult

Total length: 17% in. 445 mm, 15%-17 in. 400-430 mm.
Tail: 6 in. 152 mm. 3.2 in. 81 mm.
Bill: 1.4-1,5 in, 36-39 mm, 1.1-1.4 in, 29-35 mm.
Tarsus: 1.9-2,0 in, 48-51 mm. 2.1-2.2 in. 953-56 mm,
Tail: Wedged Rounded

Feet: Pale Dark

Toe Nails: White to pink white Grey klack

Nestling (over 12 ozs. 340 gms.)

Bill: 1.3-1.5 in, 34-39 mm., 1.,2-1.3 in, 30-35 mm.
Tarsus: 1.8-2,0 in. 46-51 mm, 1.9-2.2 in. 49-56 mm.
Bill/Tarsus Ratio: .71 - .84 .57 - .68

The Wedge-tailed Shearwater is a long-killed and long-
tailed bird with small pale feet and pale toe nails.

The Short-tailed Shearwater is a short-billed and short-
tailed bird with large dark feet and dark toe nails.

The Sooty Shearwater, Puffinus griseus, R.A.0.U. No.70
is a larger bird with a longer bkill and a longer tarsus than

the akove two species. It has a rounded tail, dark feet, and
dark toe nails.

The calls of koth nestlings and adults of these three
shearwater species are quite distinctive.
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Short-tailed Wedge-tailed

Shearwaters
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