
BIRD IN THE HAI{D"

l - r .J .  de  S.D isney ,  and Drawings  by  Rob in  Hauenste in ,
Aus t ra l ian  Museum,  Sydney.

Due to  the i r  s im i la r i t y  in  s ize ,  the  male  Goshawk bnd' ;he  female  Co l la red  Spar rowhawk cannot  be  d ls t inqu ished in
+ .he  f ie ld .  The ava i labLe tex t -books  mere ly  s ta te  tha t  when- u s e u m  s k i n s  a r e  c o m p a r e d  t h e  s i z e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  o b v i o u s ,- u l  b a n d e r s  a r e  u n l i k e l y  t o  b e  i n  t h e  h a p p y  p o s i t i o n  o f
c a i . c h i n g  o n e  o f  e a c h  k j . n d  a t  o n c e .  M e t h o d s  o f  d i s t i n q u i s h -
;  r 'g  th r r  two spec i .es  a re  g iven be Iow.  The drawings  ar6  I i fe
s l z e  f r o m  d r i e d  s k i n s ,  s o  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  b i r d s  t h e  t a r s u s  a n d: r .o r ls  In . l y  bc  s l igh t ly  la rger .  The measurements  a re  taken
: : r o m  s k i n s  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  r e c o r d s .
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Base o f  c law ha l  fway
between 2nd and 3r  c l '
j o i n t s  o f  m i d d l e  t o e .

Fema l t :
To  t . ; r  I  I  eng th :  14-  15  in .
T a i l :  6 t l - 7 t l  i n .
Wi  ng :  9 t4 -92  in .

A d u l t  M a l e
Tt-Tfm; 381-438mm.
14-84.  in.  Io l -2t6mm.
9Z-IO\4 in, 247-269nn.
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-  T o t a I  I e n g t h :
T a i l  r
hli ng :
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A d u l t  F e m a I  e
rr t r-13 in.  299-330mn-;r-A i;: r;t-iail;:
7tl-*l in. I ir5-2l9mm.

oaler  foa '

18-22 in. 457-6Bhm.
9{- I0 _in. 24o-2b4il$tt.
L I \ - I% in .285-3 l&run.

Male  and female  Spar rowhawks can be  d is t ingu ished by
s i z e .  I n  t h e  G o s h a w k s  i t  i s  o n l y  t h e  f u l l y  a d u l t  m a l e s  a n d
f e m a l e s  w i t h l n  t h e  a d u l t  f e m a l e  s i z e  r a n g e ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e
^ e p a r a t e d  i n  t h i s  w a y .  A t  p r e s e n t  a  m e t h o d  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n

a t e r m i n e d  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  y o u n g  m a l e s  a n d  f e m a l e s  w h i r e
t h e r e  i s  s o m e  o v e r l a p p i n g  o f  m e a s u r e m e n t s .

I f  a  100 band must  be  used the  b i rd  must  be  a  Goshawk.
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