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on the  le f t  ta rsus ,  cone lder ing  t t  l , r runate , r ia l  whether  the  o ld
r lng  was removed or  no t .  However ,  on  re t rapp ing  a  b i rd  thus
t rea ted  th ree  weeks  } .a te r  the  r . rpper  edge o f  the  a lumln ium
band was found to  have been pounded f la t  and spread ou t  in to
a  r a t h e r  s h a r p  e d g e  o n  e a c h  s i d e  t h r o u g h  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e
h a r d e r  m o n e l  a b o v e .  A l s o ,  e l e c t r o l y t l c  c o r r o s i o n  h a d  a l r e a d y
commenced to  a t tack  the  edges o f  the  a lumin ium,  Th is  was an
unexpected  and d is tu rb ing  d lscovery  though I  be l ieve  tha t  the
ample  c learance and f ree  movement  on  the  ta rsus  toqether  w i th
the  so f t  na ture  o f  the  meta l  wou ld  make leg  damage 

-  
e  x t r  emely

u n i  i k e l y .  O b v i o u s l y ,  h o w e v e r , ,  t h e  o l d  b a n d s  s h o u l d  b e  r e m o v e d ,
Inc ide ; ia l Iy ,  no  such sharp  ed( tes  deve lop  when two a lumin ium
b a n d s  a r e  u s e d  t o g e t h e r  o n  e x u . 1 . a n s .

_  -  B r e e d i n g  i s l a n d  r e c o v e r i e s  t o  d a t e  h a v e  l a r g e l y  e s t a b -
l j shed one o f  the  pr lnc lpa l  ob jec ts  o f  the  programmi  -  where
does the  N"S,W.  w in te r  popu la t lon  come f rom.  Returns  f rom
S o u t h  G e o r g i a ,  M a r i o n  I s l a n d  a n d  K e r g u e l e n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e
w i d e  - v a r i a t i o n  i n  p h y s i c a l  s i z a ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  b r e e d i n g  p o p -
u l . a t i o n s  f r o m  a I l  t h e  a l b a t r o s s  i s l a n d s  a r e  p r o b a b l y  r 6 p t e l e n t -
ed .  Answers  ye t  to  come inc lude longev i ty  records ,  rou tes
t r a v e l l e d ,  d e g r e e  o f  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  w e s t  w i n d  d r i f t  a n d  a  h o s t
o f  o t h e r s "  B a n d e r s  s h o u l - d  a l s o  m a k e  t h e  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  o D D o r -
t u n i t i e s  t o  t e c o r d  f a c e t s  o f  l n d i v i d u a l  b e h a v i o u r ,  i n t e r s f e c -
l f i c  re la t ionsh ips  and fami ly  assoc la t ions  to  name but  a  ?ew.

P o s t s q r . i p t  t o  M a l a b a r .  1 9 6 3 .  A n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  a l b a t r o s s  b a n d -
lng  season a t  Ma labar  fo r  1963,

to  the  end o f  August ,  has  a l ready  appeared in  our  September
i s s u e .

T h e  f i n a l  o u t i n g  f o r  t h e  s e a s o n  a t  M a l a b a r  o n  1 4 . 9 . 6 3
y ie lded a  fu r ther  15  Wander ing  A lba t rosses  banded and two re -
t rapped.  One o f  these 140-02103,  had been banded a t  BeI Iambi
in  1958,  and the  o ther ,  140-26215,  a t  Ma labar  four  weeks  ear l ie r
( e . 8 . 6 3 ) .

i 9 t s 6 r :
A USEFUL HOLDING BAG

' ' i . G . t a n e ,  
L a n e  C o v e ,  N . S . W .

,  .  Numerous  types  o f  ho ld ing  bags  or  cages  have been used
f o r  b a n d i n g  p u r p o s e s ,  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  a r e  i u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e i r
o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  b u t  a r e  n o t  n e c e g s a r i l y  t h e  b e s t  a n s w e r  f o r
m o b i l . e  m i s t - n e t t i n g  o p e r a t l o n s .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e t a l l  i s  I n t e n d e d  t o  a s s l s t  b a n d e r s  t o
c o n s ' . r u c t  a  u s n f u l  h o l d i n g  t t b " g u  ( F i g . l ) .  I h e  d e s l g n  i s  n o t

T h e  B i r d  B a n d e r
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2.  24n x  24n I i .gh t  mater ia l ,  p re fe rab ly  ny lon .

Sewjnq:  For  the  most  durab le  method o f  sewing  the  gauze,
u s e  a  s t r o n g  t h r e a d  a n d  a  s h o r t ,  k n o t t e d  h a n d  s t i t c h .' Ih is  

avo jds  any  cu t t ing  o f  the  gauze wh ich  w i l l  occur
w i t h  a  m a c h i n e  s t i t c h .

Const rVc t ion :  Cut  the  ne t t ing  (o r  sc reen ing)  ln to  two
p i e c e s  l O t r  x  l O x  a n d  o n e  p i e c e  I 5 n  x  2 5 t t  u s i n g  a  7 [ n
d i a m e t e r  c a k c  t i n  a s  a  f r a m e ,  f o r m  t h e  l a r g e r - p i e c e
atound the  t in  in  the  shape o f  a  cy f inder  and 

' sew 
the

o v e r l a p  o f  a b o u t  l n .  I t  i s  a d v i s a b l e  t o  p a r t l y  s e w
t h e  o v e r l a p  f o r m i n g  t h e  c y l i n d e r ,  a t  e a c h ' e n d  a n d
a l s o .  e n o u g h  i n . t h e  c e n t r e  t o  h o l d  t h e  s h a p e  d u r i n g
c o n s t r u c t i c n  o f  t h e  b a g ,

P lace  a  lOn x  l0 r r  p iece  cent ra l . I y  over  thc  end
c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  t i n  a n d  u s i n g  t h e  t i n  a s  a  b a s e ,  s e w

.  a r o u n d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c y l i n d e r  ( l ) .  C u t  o f f  t h e  s u r p l u s
l F a v i n g  a  l n  o v e r L a p  a l l  r o u n d .  T h i s  i s  t h e n  t u r n e d '
d o w n ,  t u c k e d  d n d  s e w n  r o u n d  t h e  c y l i n d e r  ( 2 ) .  M o v e  t h e
t i n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  e n d ,  a n d  r e p e a t  t h e  p r o c e s s .  U n d o  t h e
s t j L c h i n g  i n  t - h c  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  c y l i n d ' e r  o v e r l a p  a n d  r e -
m o v t ' :  t h e  L j n .  S t i t c h  a l o n g  e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  o v e r l a p
f r o m  e n d  t o  e n d  ( 3 )  .  C u t  o u t  a  c i r c l e  o f  a b o u t  5 r r  d l a -
m e t e r  i n  ( ) n e !  e n d  p i e c e  ( 4 )  f o r  f i t t i n g  t h e  s l e e v e  ( 5 ) .

The s leeve cons t ruc t ion  is  s imp le  and can be
done on  a  sewing  mach ine ,  Hem two oppos i te  s ides ,  then
doub le  over  the  o ther  edges  to  fo rm the  s leeve and s t i t ch .
S e e  t h a t  t h e  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  s l e e v e  l s  f r e e  f r o m  a n y  l o o s e
e d g e s  o f  m a t e r i a l  b e c a u s e  f r a y i n g  o f  s u c h  e d g e s  c 6 u l d
c a t c h  i n  b l r d s  f e e t  a n d  f e a t h e r s .

ent l te ly  my own but  ls  bas ica l ly  a lohg the l lnes of  one
s r r g g e s t e d  t o  m e  b y  S t e v e  W j i . s o n .

M a t c r i  a I :  (  a p p r o x l m a t c  d i m e n s i o n s )

b . .  Max imt rn r

T h e  B i r c l  B a n d e r

v e n t  i l a t i o n ,

I .  25n x  27n f ib re -g lass  f l y  sc reen ing  or  f lb re  g lass
n e t t i n g .

F i t  one end o f  the  s l_eeve in to  the  5n  d lameter
c i r c l c .  ( 4 )  . r n d  s e w  i n t o  p o s i t i o n .

l h e  f i n i s h e d  a r t i c l e  p r o v l d e s  a  h o l d i n g  b a g
wl th  the  foJ  low inq  advantages  :

r r -  V e r y  l i q h t ,

,  December 1963
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I  h ( '  l i  i  t , l  l l . r r r d o r

{ j  . - ,  1 " ! k ( ' s  u p  v e r y  I  i l . t . l . e  s p a c e  . r r r d  i s  n o t  u n d u l v  a f  f e c t -, '  t ' , J  t r y  c t L i s h l n g  ( t i r ,  l i n g - p a c k i n g  i n  v , : h i c l e s )  :  
- - - - -  -

, 1 ,  H a s  g o o d  c a p a c i t y  f o t  s m a l l  b i r d s ,

t " l g  t l e e v . :  c r r .  b e  p u s h e d  i n t o  t h e  b e I t ,  o r  h e l d
r  t h c  . r r m  , r g a i r . s t  t h e  b o d y  w h i l e  r e m o v i n g  b i r d s
n e  t .

T h e  s l ( ] r ) v e  c d n  b e  k n o t t e . r l  . t o  p r e v e n t  b i r d s  e s c a p i n g
whi  t  o  wa ' i  t  i  ng  to  be  banded.

.  T l r o  f 1 y  s c r e o n i n g  i s  t h e  b e t t e r  m a t e r l a l  f o r  s d i t l lD l r d . ,  w r r h  n a r r o w  b i l l s  a s  t h e y  c a n n o t  r u b  t h e i r  b i l l s
? I  . : . 1 , :  f , r y . p u s h l n g  t h e . b , , a k  t h r o u g h  t h e  c a g e .  n o * e v e r ,
r n e  m a t e r  t . t l  d o e s _ n o t  s t e n c l  u p  t o  h a r d  w e a r ,  f o r m i n g
h o l , ' s  r e a , l i l y  l f  i c r e r e e d i .  i h e  m o r e  o p e n  m e s h  f i b i e _r r  g r d s s  n c r t r n g  l s  a  g o o d , d u r a b l e  m a t e r i a l  a n d  t h i s  r u b b -r t u f  t n g  c d r t  b o  p r e v e n t e d  b y  c o v e t i n g  ( s e e  N o t e  2 . )

G e n e r a l  N o t e s :  ( { ) o n r n r o n  t o  a I I  t y p e s  o f  h o L d i n g  c a g e s ) :

1 .  K e e p . b i r d s  o f  v a r l o u s  s i z e s  s e p a r a t e  a s  I a r q e r  b i r d s
Y f  , " g 3 y  i n j u r e  s m a l l e r . o n e s  i f  c a g ' e d  t o g e t t r " i - ( i  u s e - -t :  . ,  t h r r ' . r  r ) r  f o u r  h o l d i n q  c a g e s  f 6 r  g e n i r a l  , " " . ) - - -

.  gc"r  ' , t )  i  r "
2 ,  A  d a r k  c l o t h  p l a c e d  o v e r  t h e  b a g  o r  c a g e  w i I I  p r e _

e n t  b i r d s  f l u t t e r l n g  w h i l r :  w a l t i n g  t o  5 "  f r " n O . ! .  
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