
d i  s g u s t e d l y  w r o t e
o f  y o u r  p e t  c r o w s
a  t . t a c h e  d  t o  i t .  I
w a s  t u r r i b l e .  Y o u
t h i n g s  I i k e  t h i s "

F o o  t  n o t e :

l l r .  U ,  S .Government ;  iDear  S i rs ;  I  sho t  one
r n e  o t h e r  d a y  a n d  f o l l o w e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s
w a s h e d  i t  a n d  b o i l e d  i t  a n d  s u r v e d  i t ,  I t
shou ld  s top  t ry ing  to  foo l  the  peop le  w i th

I

MASS BANDING OF CRESTED TERNS.

John L iddy ,  I

*  W h e n  w e  v i s i t e d  p e l - i c a n  I s l a n d  o f f  C a p e  p o r t l a n d ,
r a s n r , r n i a ,  o n  D t c e m b e r  I ,  1 9 6 2 ,  w e  f o u n d  f a b  n e s t i i n f i ' a n a  a n

iii:Tiill.l;3?',!;3?3."3fl: ;f ,:?i,'ff:l:iol:;;-igy l;
( V o l . t _ N o . 6  p _  I 1 7 )  . .  A  f u r t h e r  v l i i t  w a s  p t a n n e a  i ; r - D ; ; " i l ; -:?8 ,  1962,  to  band the .  res t  o f .  the  young.  

'  
BecauJe 

- ; i  
t ; ; - i l ; ,tances  invo lved our  t i rne  on  the  rs iand-woura-u" - i t i i . i i ;  

" "
l  j m i  t l d ,  a n d  a s  w e  c o . u L d  c o u n t  o n - i i " - p . " r " n a "  o f  I , 0 O O  o l u s
J " t q l  .  r u n n r i r s ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t h o u g h t  * " i  g i " " n - t ; - r ; i ; ; ; " " ; ; '
hand l ing  the .  bands  and the  runne is  to  mi f r im ise  t r re  i ime- re lqu j red  to  co l lec t  the  young b i rds  and app ly  the  t ; . ; ; : ' -  ih "r r e t h o d s  d e s c r i b e d  b e l o w  w e i e . a g o p t e d  " n i ' . l n  b "  ; ; ; ; i l " " ; ; 1 .w i t h  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t h e y  w o u l d  U e - a p p f i c i b f e ' f " i  ; i ; ; ; " ' ; ; ; ; i ; .i n  s i m i . I a r  s i t u a t i o n s .

, .  -  I )  - -OpFn inq  thg  Ba!ds . .  ] ,  OOO bands were  opened dur  inqt n e  p r e v l o u s  w e e k .  E a c h  s t r l n g  o f  1 0 0  w a s  d i v i d e d  i ; a ; - Bs ( , q u e n c e s  o f  2 0  e a c h ,  o p e n e d  t 5  t h e  c o r i e c t  g a p  a n d  t h e n -packased.by fordins t l  pqo"r . -  The sequen-"  i " f ,u" ' i - t  i " i i i  sotwas  wr iL ten  on  the  ou ts id6  o {  g99h  package .  i n ;  ?  i " " k ;g ; ,o f  20  cach  f o r  each  s t r i ng  o f  IOO wL iu  t n "n  p raced  rn  a  sma l lca l i co^bag , .  wh i ch  was  i n  i u rn  ma rked  on  t he  
' ou t s i de  

i n - " i l ; ;I  t o  10 .  The  IO  sma l l  ca l i co .bags  *e re  t hen  t i ; e - i n - ; " ; ; ; ; ;on.  to  a .  Iength.  o f  s t r ing and the-whore s tu f fed i " t " " " - i l i . i "ca l i co  bag .  Th j s  gave  1 ,000  open  Uanas - i n -ea . r i v " "U i " i i "E i .
sequence down to  un i ts  o f  20.  

' I t  
would thus i l - ; " ; ; ; ; ; ; ; - i ;so r t  on l y  t he .  l a s t  r un  o f  20 ,  assum ing  t l , a i - r " s s  i n " r " i l 6oo "r \ lnners werr '  banded,  and assuming aIs6 that  excess ; ; "k- ; ; ; ;w e r e  n o t  o p e n e d .

- ,  ,  ? ) .  Ea !b , ' {  inqr  th i  Runnefs .  As  expec ted ,  the  runners  l ve  re. ' l l t  c ( ) m p a r d t i v e l y  l a r g e ,  i . e .  3  t o  5  w e e k s  o I d .  I t  w a si n i t i , r l l y  d e c i d c d  t o  S t t e m p t  t o  h e r J  I h " '  t u n n u *  i n t o  a  l a r q e. ( ) r r . r . l  ,  b u l  t h .  m e t h o d  d e s c r i b e d  b e l o w  w a s  " J o p i " a " " n a " i ; " i : ;! u p c r r o r .  I  h a d  a v a i l a b l e . l ?  p a n e l . s ,  e a c h  j  f 6 ; t - s ; ; ; r ; - o ; ' 'I  i n c h  w l r r i  n e L t i n g  m o u n t e d  i n ' a  s q r i r e - o r  r o - i a u g " - i " " i r ^ d
' / F o r m e r I y  o f  R i v e r s j . d e ,  T a s m a n i a ,  n o w  a t

K i n g s c l  i f f ,  N e w  S o u t h  W a l e s .
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*

i1: ; *

ir,i
t ,

Crested Tern ch icks be i ,ng herded on Moon
I s Iand ,  Swansea .  N .  S .  W .

Pho to :  S .G .Lane .

w i r e .  T h e s e  p a n e l s  w e r e  I o o p e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  a  l o n q  I i n e  b v
I o o s e  w i r e  o r  c o r d  r i n g s  ( 3  b r  4  p 6 r  s e c t i o n  : " i " I  i "  

- i f . r " f

t h e y  c o u l d  b e  r r c o n c e r t i n a e d r  f o r  i r a n s p o r t .  ( f f r e s e - p a n e i a
a r c . u s e d . f o r  p o r t a b l e  d r o p  a n c l  a u t o m a t i c  t r a p s ,  F o r ' t h e
a p p l i c a t i o n  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  p a n e l s  m a d e  o f ' f  f t .  i a U t ' i t
n e t t i n g  w o u l d  b e  s u i t a b l e . )  A t s o  a v a i l a b l e  , , " s  i U o u i  i d
fee t  o f  mesh w i re  about  18  inches  h igh ,  th ich ' - ; ; " - ; ; ; J  ; ;
two 15  f t .  w ings .

. .  On lhe  day  I  was  fo r tunate  to  have the  ass is tance o f
M e s s r s .  A t h o l ,  V i v  a n d  R q b i n  D a w e ,  K e i t h  a n d  M i x  f " i g " t i ,
B o n n i e  O t B r i e n  a n d  H e n r y  A r m i t a g e .  T h e  p a r t y  w a s  I j n d e d
o n t o  t h e  I s l a n d  i n  t w o  b a t c h e s  i t  1 1  a . m . ' a n d ' l I . 2 0 ; . ; . -
T h e .  p a n e l s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  a s  a  4 i g - z a g  a c r o s s  t h e  I s l a n d ,  

-

w i th  a  15  f t -  w ing  on  each s iae ,  tn6  who l_e  fo imins- i ' - s i , . f fow
c r e s c e n t , .  T h e  p a n e l s  a n d  w i n g s  w e r e  f r e e  s t a n d i n 6 .  T h ; - -e t g h t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p a r t y  t h e n  g a t h e r e d  a  g r o u p  5 f  a b o u t7 0 0  r u n n e r s  f r o m  t h e  c o l o n y  i n  a - c o m p a c t  b u i c h " '  f n " i " - * " r e
t h e n . b r o u g h t  q u i t e  e a s i l y  t o  w i t h i n  i b o u t  1 5  y i r a i  o i - t i i " - -

i b a r r i e r  e n t r a n c e  a n d  a b o u t  1 0 0  o f  t h e  r u n n e r s  w e r e  h e x d e d'  
a g a i n s t  t h e  b a r r i e r .  A s  h o p e d ,  t h e y  b r o k e  u i  f " i ;  ; ; ; ; ; ;o f  l 0  t o  2 0  b j r d s  a g a i n s t  t h e  v a r i o u s  v , s  o f ' t t "  U a i i i e i ]
T h e r c  w a s  t h u s  n o  d . : n g e r  o f  c r o w d i n g  a n d  c o n s e q u " ; i - ; ; i i ; _
c a t . i o n .  T h r e e  o f  t h e  p a r t y  a t  t h e  i e a r  o f  t h e ' m a i n  o i o u "e a s i l y  h e l d  t h c  r e m a i n i n g  6 0 0  o r  s o  b i r d s  w n i l e  i r r e  i e i i '
g f  l l t "  p a r t y  a p p l i e d  b a n d s  t o  t h e  b i r d s  a g a i n s t  t h e  U " i i i " r .A s  t h e s e  w e r e  b a n d e d  t h e y  w e r e  l i f t e d  o v e i  t h e  b a r r i e r  w h e i e
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y i g y s l y  b a n d e d  r u n n e r s  w e r e  a l s o  h a n d l e d .  O n e  I a r g e  p a t i
i u l l  ( L a r u s  p a c i f i c u s )  c h i c k  w a s  a l s o  b a n d e d .  E a r i y  i n  t
b a n d i n g  o f  t h c  t e r n s  I  n o t i c e d  a  s i n q l e  h a l f  q r o w n  S i l v e r

y r g y s + y  D a n o e o  r u n n e r s  w e r e  a l s o  h a n c l l e d .  o n e  l a r g e  p a c i f i c
r - l u l I  ( L a r u s  p a c i f i c u s )  c h i c k  w a s  a l s o  b a n d e d .  E a r i y  i n  t h e

they  fo rmed a  ra ther  compace group r , r , l th  adu l t  b i rds  some
30 yards  beyong the  bar r ie r .  Another  100 or  so  b i rds  were
t . h e n  d r i v e n  i n ,  b a n d e d  a n d  r e l e a s e d ,  e t c , ,  u n t i l  t h e  m a i n
g r o u p  h a d  a l . l  b e e n  p r o c e s s e d .  A  s e c o n d  d r i v e  o v e r  t h e  a r e a
o f . t h e  r n a i n  c o l o n y  y i e l d e d  a  g r o u p  o f  a b o u t  3 0 0  r u n n e r s ,
w h i c h  w e r e  b a n d e d  i n  a  s i m i l a r  m a n n e r .  A  t h i r d  d r i v e  v i e l d -
e d  a  f u r L h o r  1 0 0  o r  s o ,  a n d  a  f i n a l  a n d  t h o r o u g h  d r i v e ,  w i t h
s e a r c h i n g  u n d e r  r o c k s  g a v e  a  f u r t h e r  5 0  o r  s o .

Due to  the  t ime fac to r ,  no  check  was made on the  l4O
n e s t . l i n g s  b a n d e d  s o m e  4 ,  w e e k s  p r e v l o u s l y ,  b u t  j u d g i n g  f r o m
t h e  n u m b e r s  h a n d l e d  w e L l  o v e r  1 0 0  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  p i e s 6 n t .

A t  th .  conc lus  i , ' n  o f  .ban9}ng. ,  t ,he  -bar r ie .  was  fo lded up ,
e  w e  r e :  o f f  t h e  I s l a n d  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  l  o - m _  I n  l e s s 'a n d  w e  w e r e '  o f f  t h e  I s l a n d  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  I  p . m .  I n  I e s s

than 2  hours  994 te rns  were  banded and some 100 to  140 orethan 2  hours  994 te rns  were  banded and some 100 to  140 pre-

la lg i t t_g  o f  the .  te rns  I  no t iced  a  s ing le  ha l f  g rown
t iu l l  ( i ,  novae-ho l - land iae)  ch lck .  I  ias  unab l6  to  band i t
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a n d  d i d  n o t  s e e  i t  a g a i n .

Th is  n re thod o f  hand l ing  la rge  numbers  o f  weI I  g rown - *
r , t n n e r s  c a n  b e  r e c o m m e n d e d .  T h r e e  : r  f o u r  p e r s o n s  c a n  r e a d -j l y . c o n t r o l  d  g r q y p  o f  a t  l e a s t  7 0 0  b i r d s ,  a n d  t h e y  c a n  b e
h e r d e t l  q u i t e  r e a d i l y "  T h e  m e t h o d  i s  a p p l i c a b l e  m a i n l y  t o
f l a t  , r n d  c u m p a r a t i v e l y  c l e a r e d  a r e a s ,  I  d o u b t  i f  t h e ' m e t h o d
w o u l d  b c '  e f f e c t i v e  o n  h e a v i l y  v e g e t a t e d  s l o p e s ,  a s  f o r
i n s t a n c e  o n  t h e  t e r n  c o l o n i e s  o n  L i t t l e  l V a t b r h o u s e  I s . l , a n d .
I t  i s  i d e a l  f o r  a r e a s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  F i v e  I s I a n d ,  a s  i l l u s -
t r a t e d  o n  t h e  c o v e r  o f  l T h e  B i t d  B a n d e r t  ,  V o I . I ,  N o . 3 .

T h e  e f f e c t  o f  h e r d i n g  a  I a r g e  g r o u p  o f  r u n n e r s  i s
i n d e e d  s p e c t a c u l a r . ,  T h e  I s l a n d  i s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  f l a t ,  w i t h
q u i t e  a  l o t  o f  h a l f  b u r i e d  b o u l d e r s "  E v e r y  n o w ' a n d  t h e n
t h e r e  w o u l . d  b e  a  n a t u r a l  r e s t r i c t i o n  i n  t h e  o a t h  o f  t h e
runners ,  and they  wou ld  bank  up  and then pou i  th rough the
gaps in  a  manner  we l l  wor thy  o f  a  Ho l lywobd western-or  b ib l i -
c a I  e x t r a v a g a n z a .

To da te  onJ-y  one o f  the  young r te rns  banded has  been
recovered,  found dead a t  the  mouth  o f  the  CoaI  R iver ,  R ich-
mond,  Tasmania ,  some 145 mi les  south  and 4  months  a f te r  band-
i n g .  f o  s h a t t e r  o u r  c o m p l a c e n c y ,  t h e  b i r d  w a s  w e a r i n q  a
b a t t d  o n  e a c h  l e g ;  0 7 0 - 3 9 9 0 4  a p p l i e d  D e c e m b e r  1 ,  1 9 6 2 ,  

- a n d

070-56368 app l ied  f )ecember  28 ,  1962.
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