
ryq ffi

success i r r t  y r . ra rs  -  a l }  ln  February  o r  March .

No isv  Fr ia r -b - l rd  -  A  maggot  o f  a  paras i t i c  f l y  was  found com-
p le te ly  embedded under  the  sk in  o f  the  lo r re r

mandrb le  o f  one o f  the  b i rds  ne t ted .  By  renov ing  a  smal l  scab
a t . t h e  p o i n !  o f  e n t r y ,  t h e  m a g g o t  w a s  f 6 r c e d  o u t  a n d  p a s s e d
a l i v e  t o  C , S . I . R , O .  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  T h e  m a g g o t  w i s  I a r g e r
than tha t  o f  a  b low- f l y .

Red:b towed F incb  -  Th is -has .prov ided the  Ionges t  l i fe  h is to ry
o f  a l l  b i r d s  t a k e n  l n  t h i s  a r e a ,  o n e  b i r d '

h a v i n g  b o e n  t a k e n  o n  1 9 . 3 . 6 I ,  % . 5 . 6 2 ,  1 3 .  1 0 , 6 2  a n d  2 6 . 4 . 6 9 .

Ol ive-backed Or io le  -  An unusua l  migran t .  Two b i rds  r r re re  seen
i n  t h e  a r e a  e a r l y  i n  M a r c h ,  1 9 6 3 ,  a n d

o n e  w r s  n e t t e d  o n  1 6 , 3 . 6 3 .

-  O t h e r  b a n d e r s ,  B i t l  B e l t o n ,  J o h n  M c K e a n  a n d  B i l l  L a n e
. .  have banded ln  the  area  and the i r  f igures  are  inc luded.

Bg: [g .g - rc . :  D .W,Lamm,  S.J  Wi lson  and W.Be l ton ,  'New
I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  b i r d s  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n
C a p i t a l  T e r r i t o r y i ,  & 9 ,  1 9 6 3 ,  6 3 : 5 7  ( A p r i I )

MIST-NETTING WADERS"

S . G . L a n e ,  L a n e  C o v e .  N "  S . W "
r l " '  

. .M igra tory  waders  have a  magnet ic  appea l  to  many
orn i tho log is ts  and these no tes  g ive  som6'o f  the  d i f i i cu l t ies
encountered  by  me when t ry ing  to  band them in  the  Sydney area .
I t  i s  hoped tha t  they  w i l l  he lp  o ther  banders  to  be 'mor6
s u c  c e  s s f u l  .

Su i . tab le  wader  hab i ta ts  a re  bcarce  around Sydnev:  the
c loses t  and bes t  feed ing  ground whero  the  la rge i t  c6ncent ra -
t ions  are  found is  Botany  Bay .

Waders have been t rapped or  net ted successfu l ly
p laces.  Here we have used mist  nets  and some wader-
mos t l y  du r i ng  t he  hou rs  o f  da r kness .

i n  o ther

Pub l  i c  re la t ions  make l t  adv isab le  never  to  ca tch  b i rds
i . n  p u b l i c  v l e w  u n l e s s  o n l o o k e r s  c a n  b e  g i v a n  a  f u l l  e x p l a n a i -
J o n . o f .  t h e  S t a t e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  c o n c e r n i n !  I i c e n c e  f " ,  t i a p p i n g
p r o t e c t e d  s p e c i e s  a n d  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  

- c a t c h i n q  
o r  t a k i ' n i

f o u n a  i r l e g a l l y .  D a y t i r n e  o p e r a t i o n s  m u s t  t h e r e i o r e  b e  r " i t r i " t -
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i  l  vc r.  GuLl s i  i ."  *er"( r r v " c l  a p p r o d c h r n g  t h e  n e t s  o n l y  t o  c h a n g e  c o u r s e  a t  t h e
t  n ( , m c n t  a p p a r e n t l y  a t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e - n e t s  b i l j . o w i n g  i n

w i n r l .

- l h r .  
E ! ! 1 t r 4 c c ,  T u q q c r a h  L a k e  s .

C a n . r t l . r  l J . l y ,  S y d n p y .

n i g h t  i n  . r  s m a l L  m u d
t id t l  wa r ie r .  S  mov \ r  i n
n 6 r t s ,  U I  i  v e  C a r n p i o n
sn reL l  y  r r rud  pes t t - . red

T w o  a r e a s  w e r e  t r i e d .  A  s i n g l e
n e t  w a s  s e t  o n  a  t i d a l  s a n d

Ih is  i s  an  in le t  on  the  Par ramat ta  R iver
b o h i n d  w h i c h  n e t t i n g  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t

. - f la t  swamp ad jacent  to  mangroves .  A t  h igh .
f r o m  t h e  r i v e r  m u d  f l a t s .  T o  s e t  a n d  c l e a r
and rnyse l f  o f ten  worked th igh  deep in
c o n t i n u o u s l y  b y  m o s q u i t o e s .  T h e  i i r s t

e d  t o  s e c l u d e d  l o c a t i o n s .

F a c t o r s  w h j , c h  h a v e  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  h e r e  ( S v d n e v )  a r e :
( l )  s u i t a b l e  a r e a  a v a i l a b l e  t o  b a n d e r s  ( 2 )  s e c l u i e d  i i e a  f o r
t lay t ime work  (3 )  f reedom f rom wind  (4 )  s ta te  o f  t ide  (5 )  s ta te
9 f .  m o r r n  i m o o n l  i g h L  n i g h t s  a r e  n o  g o o d  f o r  n e t t i n g  b i r d s )
( O )  w c ' a t t r e r  ( o v e r c a s t  s k y  c a n  h e [ p  i n  d a y t i m e  a n d  a s s i s t  a t
n i g h t :  r a i n  r c . s t r i c t s  o r  p r e v e n t s  n e t t i n g )  .

He ' re  the  t ida l  mud f la ts  a re  by  a  main
r o a d  b e s i d e  t h e  S y d n e y  a i r p o r t .  T h e

l . r , 1 a  i . s  v L t r y  ( , x p ( ) s e d  t , ,  w i n d  a n d  m u c h  a r t i i i c i a i  l i g h t  f r o m' t . l r r . .  a r i  j r ' , i n  j n g  r { r s i d c n t j d l  a n d  f a c t o r y  a r e a s .  I t  i s - v e r y  d i s -
t u r b e d  b y  {  i s h e  r m e n  w h o s r :  b o a t s  a r e  s t r e v r r n  o v t . r  r e  m u d '  f I a t s .

Botanv  l iay ,  Sv t inev .

nt ( e:c' r,: e r uf 1ce_r l is),, 2, sharp-tai-bd Sandp ipq r s .( E..c-cuq.in-.

n r g
w i t
a r e
s t l
.r ta.

o b s
1 . r 9 ,
t .hc

f  l . . t t  t ' a r I y  o n e r  n r o r n i n g  w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s .  H o l i d a y  f i s h e r m e n
n r o v i n g  a b o u t  l h e  a r e a  p r e v e n t e d  f u r t h e r  a t t e m p t i .  T h e  o t h e r
3 r c a  w . r s  a  s m a l l  n o n - t i d a l  m u d - b o r d e r e d  p o n d ,  s h a p e d  I i k e  a
f igure .  r8 r r , .  about  150 f t .  in  leng th  by  20  to  30  f t .  in  w id th
a !  u a c h  e n d ,  w i t h  a  n a r r o w  c e n t r e  p o r t i o n  w h i c h  s u i t e d  m y  . , r
s i n g l e  4 r  x  3 0 '  J a p a n e s e  n y l o n  n e t .

A t  4 . 3 0  a . m .  o n  2 7 . 1 1  . 5 8  t h e  n e t  w a s  s e t  w h i l e  a D p r o x -
- i . m a t e I y _  l 5  S h a r p - t a i l e d  S a n d p i p e r s  w e r e  f e e d i n g  a t  o n b ' e n d .
f i y  wa lk ing  s lowly  towards  the  b i rds  they  were  id r ivenr r  f rom
c n d  l o  e n d  f i v e  t i m e s  b o f o r e  f l y i n g  a w a y .  C a t c h e s  w e r e  5 ,  3 ,
2 ,  I  a n d  n i l ,  i n  t h a t  o r d e r ,  a l l  a v o i d i n g  t h e  n e t  a r e a  a t  t h e
las t  d r ivc .  ' /Veather  cond i t ions  a t  the  t i rne  were  idea l .  Heavy
d a r k  c l o u d  o b s c u r e d  t h e  r i s i n g  s u n  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  w i n d .  T w o
r \ t l r r ' r  a t .L t ,mp l . : - ,  were .  no t  success fu l  due to  un favourab le  I  weather .

.  E u l L y  i n  1 9 5 9  e i g h t  n e t s  s e t  f r o m  7  p . m ,  -  I 1 . 3 0  p . m .
Lec l  to  ca tch  . rny th ing :  a  heavy  w ind  was b lo ra ing .  bn  the
h t  o f  l : e b r u  a r y  2 / 3 ,  1 9 6 2 ,  f r o m - Z  p . m .  t o  6  a . m . - ( l t  h o u r s )
h  o v o r c a s t  s k y ,  h e a v y  w i n d  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  b i r d s  i n  t h e
a ,  t e n  n o t s ,  t e n  b a n d e r s  a n d  a s s i s t a n t s  c a u g h t  o n l y  I  L i t t l e
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a t t e m p t  e a r l y  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 5 9 ,
o t h n r  a t t e m p t s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e

was unsuccess fu l  wh i le  two
; a t c h e s  s h o w n ;

TO-DAYIS STORY.

at  p resent  go ing  the  rounds .  We
t h e  s o u r c e ,  b u t  h a v e  b e e n  u n a b l e

i t  s e e m s  o b v i o u s l y  A m e r i c a n .

C u r l e w  S a n d p i p e r  ( E r o I  i a  f e r r u n q i n e u s )

1 6 .  1 0 . 5 9  3 .  1 r . 5 9

z o

S h a r p - t a i l e d  S a n d p i p e r  (  E ,  A c u m i n a t a )

c o l d e n  P L o v e r  ( P l u v i a l i s  d q e i n i c u s )

on , ,  Sharp- ta i led  Sandp j .per  banded on  l6 th  October  was
r r ' [ . r a p 1 , r , c 1  o n  3 r d  N o v e m b e  r  .

Q u  i b r a v  B a v .  S v d n e v . T h i s  i s  a  s m a l l  b a y  o n  t h e  S , E .  s i d e
o f  B o t a n y  B a y .  N i n e  b a n d e r s  a n d  a s s i s t -

a n t s  w i t h  1 4  n e t s  v i s i t e d  t h i s  a r e a  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  1 9 6 3 ,  f r o m
a u t : ' 7  p . m .  t o  1 0 . 3 0  p . m .  L a r g e  f L c c k s  o f  G o d w i t s  a n d  C u r l e w s  w e r e
3  o b s e r v e d  h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  w e e k .  T h e  w e a t h e r  w a s  o v e r -
-  c a s t  a n d  v e r y  w i n d y .  F e w  b i r d s  w e r e  s e e n  a n d  o n l y  o n e  c a u g h t ,-  c a s t  d n d  v e r y  w l n c l Y .  f e w  D l r d s  w e r e  s e e n  a n d

- an Eastern Curlew ( Nt l rnco!qs,,s!_d€q3$c r  iensis) ,

& .  S t . r r l m a r y :  D t s p i t o  t h e  v e r y  I i m i t e d  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s
r c L a t i v e  t o  t h e  e f f o r t  e x p e n d e d ,  w a d e r s  c a n  b e  s a t i s -'  

f a c t o r i l y  n e t t e d  p r o v i d i n g  c o n d i t i o h s  a r e  f a v o u r a b l e .
F i '

A  S h a r p - t a i l e d  S a n d p i p e r  0 5 0 - 0 7 7 7 4 ,  b a n d e d  a t  T h e
_  E n t r a n c e ,  N , S , W .  o n  2 - 7 . I . 5 8  w a s  r e c o v e r e d  ( s h o t )  a t  H e x h a m
l O c  S w a m p ,  N , S . W . ,  o n  7 , 3 . 6 1 ,  2 7  m o n t h s  l a t e r  a n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 5
t e c  m i l e s  f r o m  b a n d i n g  p l a c e ,

I t  i s  wor th  no t ing  tha t  some spec ies  o f  waders  have been'  s u c c e s s f u l l y  n e t t e d  d u r i n g  d a y l i g h t  i n  A m e r i c a  u s i n g  d e c o y s  c u t
f r o m  p l y w o o d  o r  s i m i l a r  m a t e r i a l  a n d  p l a c e d  i n  c l u s t e r s  3 r  t o
4 '  u p w i n d  o f  t h e  n e t ,  I t  w a s  u n s u c c e s s f u l  o n  o p e n  b e a c h e s  a n d

.  f a i L e d  t o  c a t c h  W i l l e t s  a n d  B l a c k - b e l l i e d  P l o v e r s .  ( R e f ,  B i r d -
B a n d i n q ,  1 . 9 6 0 ,  V o l .  3 1 ,  N o .  2 ,  p p  8 9 - 9 0 )  .

I618

c I

e r t
T h e  f o l  I o w i n g  t a l e  i s

s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  d c k n o w l e d g e
L o  l o c a t c  i t ,  e x c e p t  t h a t

r r l h u  m t ' t a I  s t r i p s  u s e d  t o  b a n d  b i r d s  a r e  i n s c r i b e d :
f y  F i s h  &  W i I d  L i f e  S e r v i c e ,  W a s h . ,  D . C " r r  T h e y  u s e d
W a s h i n g t o n  B i o l o g i v a l  S u r v e y , r r  a b b r e v i a t e d  t o  r r W a s h .
S u t v , r t  T h i s  w a s  c h a n q e d  a f t e r  a  f a r m e r  s h o t  a  c r o w

r rN  o  t . i
r r -1ad
U i o l . a n d
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