
RESULTS OF REGULAR MIST-NETTING AT LAKE GEORGE.

S .  J . W i I s o n ,  C a n b e  r r a .  A " C . T .

A s  m i s t - n e t t i n g  i s  a  s o m e w h a t  n e w  a c t i v i t y  i n  A u s t r a l i a
anr l  very  l i t t le  has  been wr i t ten  about  i t ,  i t  has  taken a
I i : t l e  t i m e  t o  L e a r n  h o w  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  b e s t  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e
ef fo r ts  invo lved.  Those who are  us ing  the  method regu la r ly
a r e . n o w  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  i t  i s  b e s t  t o  m i s t - n e t  r e g u l i r -
J .y  in  the  -one area  th roughout  the  year ,  I t  appears  tha t  every
t h r c c  o r  f o r r r  w e e k s  i s  a b o u t  t h e  o p t i m u m  i n  m o s t  a r e a s  b u t  i t
c a n  b r '  c a r r r o d  o u t  m r r c h  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  a r e a s  w h e r e  b i r d s
g a t . h t ' r  t o  f c c d  a n d  i n  p l a c e s  w h e r e  m i g i a n t s  m a y  b e  n e t t e d ,
l f  a  l . h r l o  w r ' r : k s  s c h e d u l e  i s  a d h e r e d  t o ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  a v a i l -
. 1 5 1 , r  t .  i n u '  i t .  r n a y  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  w o r k  a  f e w  s u c h  s u r v e y  a r e a s .

Onr :  s r . rch  p tace  to  wh ich  regu la r  v is i t s  have been made
o v e r  . l  p e r i o d  o f  o v e r  t w o  y e a r s  i s  t h e  s o u t h - w e s t  c o r n e r  o f
l . q k e  G e o r g c ,  N . S . W . , ,  a b o u t  3 0  m i l e s  n o r t h - e a s t  o f  C a n b e r r a .
A  ra thcr  s teep escarpment  I ines  the  western  shore  and th is  i s
c o v e r e d  b y  9 t y  s c l e r o p h y l l  f o r e s t .  T h e  s h o r e  i s  I i n e d  b y  t a l l
m a n n a  g u m s  ( E u c a l y p t u s  v i m i n a l i s ) .  A  b u s h  r o a d  r u n s  a t  t h e
foo t  o f  th r :  h i I I  by  the  Iake  shore  a t  the  band ing  s ta t ion  and
o n  t h c  n a r r o w  p i e c e  o f  l a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  r o a d  a n d  t h e  l a k e
t h c r e  a r c  h e a v y  g r o w t h s  o f  b l a c k b e r r i e s  a n d  b r i a r  r o s e s  w h i c h
p r o v i d e  a b u n d a n t  f o o d  f o r  m a n y  s p e c l e s  o f  b i r d s .

.  ?u l ing  the  per iod  March  19 ,  196 l  to  June 30 ,  1963,  twenty -
s i x  m i s t - n r - . t t i n g  t r i p s  w e t e  m a d e  t o  t h e  a r e a ,  O n  a l l  o c c a s i o n s
t h c  n e t s  w e r e  i n  p o s i t i o n  b e f o r e  f i r s t  l i g h t  a n d  t h e  d u r a t i o n
t r f  t .her  ne t t , ing  ac t iv i t y  var ied ,  depend i .ng  on  the  t ime ava i lab le
and thc  wc.a the t .  Genera l l y  the  ne ts  were  d ismant led  about
1 l  a . m .  E q u i p m e n t  u s e d  w a s  o r i g l n a l l y  a  f e w  J a p a n e s e  n y l o n  n e t s
.1nd up  to  25  te ry lene ne ts  have been used on  occas ions  in  more
r e c e n t  d a y s .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  e n o r m o u s l y  d u r i n g  t h e
p u r i o d  a n d  t h i s  h a s  d i c t a t e d  s o m e  c h a n g e s  i n  s i t e .  F o r  t h e s e
r ( , i l s o n s  a  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  s e a s o n  w i t h  s e a s o n  i s  n o t  f e a s i b l e  a t
L h i s  s t a g e ,  b u t  n o w  t h a t  m e t h o d s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  a r e  m o r e  s t a b i l -
i s c d  t h i s  w i L L  b e  p o s s i b l e  i n  f u t u r e .  y e a r s .

S o m c  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t s  h a v e  e m e r g e d  f r o m  t h i s
p a r t i c u l . a r  s u r v e y .  T h e s e  n o t e s  a r e  n o t  i n t e n d e d  i n  a n y  s e n s e
a s  a  c o m p L e t r .  o r  f i n a L  r e p o r t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f
w h a t  c a n  b r '  . r c h i e v e d  b y  r e g u l a r  m i s t - n e t t i n g  i n  t h e  o n e  a r e a
r ) v { \  !  , l n  t r X t o n d e d  p e r i o d .

' l  o  h a v c  a  p r e c i s  o f  r e s u l t s  a l w a y s  a v a i l a b l e  s o  a s
t .  r ' r  bc  , rb l  e  to  assess  pas t  ac t i v i t y  and to  p lan  the  fu tu re ,  l t
i s  d e c i r , r b L r :  t o  k e e p  a  c h a r t  g i v i n g  t o t a l  r e s u l t s  b y  s p e c i e s ,
r r o w  b , r n r l i n g s  a n d  r e t r a p p i n g s  f o r  e a c h  t r i p .  F o r  i n a t a h c e ,  t h e
c h . r r L  c , r r r  b r '  . s r - .  1  u p  w i t h  a  s p a c e  f o r  s p e c i e s  n a m e s  a t  t h e  I e f t
. rn< l  L l rcn  lw<t  ' /4 t '  co Iqmns can be  used fo r  each t r ip ,  the  f i rs t

T h t '  B i r d  B a n d e r
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showing new band ings  (b Iue  ink )  and the  second-  showing- the
i o t t . p 6  ( r n c l  i n k )  

-  
T h e  d a t e  c a n  b e  s h o w n  a t  t h e  t o p . o f  t h e

c o l u m n s  a n d  t o t - a l s  a n d  b r i e f  n o t e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  w e a t h e r  '
number r  o f  n r ; ts  and ho lpers  can be  wr i t ten  in  be low.

I h r . '  f o l . l o w t n g  a r e  t h e  t o t a l s  o f  b i r d s  b a n d e d  a n d
r o t . r a J r p r : t l  i n  l h i s  a r r : a .  T h e  r e t r a p p i n g  f i g u r e s  a r e  t o t a l s
f r o m  i r a c h  d a y  a n d  t h e r r e f o r e  r e p r e s e n t  o c c a s i o n s  n o t
i  nd  iv  i . c lua  I  s  .

SPFC I  ES

C r i m s o n  R o s e l I  a  ( P l a t v c e r c u s  e l e o a n s )

E a s t e r n  R o s e l L a  ( P "  e x i i m i s )

Kook abu r  ra  (D. rcg l .o  q iqas)

NEW

Sac re  d  K  i  ng f  r  sh , :  r  ( l ' l a I  cvon sanc ta)

Fanta i . led  Cuckoo (Cucom. :n t i s  pv t rhophanus)

H o r s f i e l . d  B r o n z . o - c u c k o o  ( C h a l c i t e s  b a s i l i s )

G r e y  F a n t a i l  ( n h i p i d u r a  f u l  i q  i n o  s  a )

R u f o u s  F a n t a  i l  ( R .  r  t r f r f r o n s )

W i L l . i e  W a g t a i l  ( R ,  I  e u c o p h r Y s )

L e  a d e r n  F l . y c a t c h e r  ( M v i a q r a  r u b e c u l a

S c a r l e t  R o b i n  ( p e  t l q i c a  m u l t i c o l o r )

[ :  L  a m o  R o b i . n  ( P .  p h o c n i q e 4 )

Pink Rob i n ( !.tqa49-S-a9-!g,

R o s r .  u o b r n  (  P .  r o s t ' a )

Sou the  rn  Ye  I  I ow  Rob in ( E o p s a i t r i a  a u s t r a l i s )  2 7 17

G o l d e n  W h i s t l c r  ( P a c h v c e p h a i a  p e c t o r a l i s )

Rufous Wh istl er (P--qrflyqnlJfg)

O l  r v e  W h i s t l e r

40
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4
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40

TOTAL

Thc  l l i  r t l  Ban r ' l e  r

( P "  o r i v a c e a )
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TOTAL

Aust ra l  ian  Ravon (Co_f lUc  coror ro ides)

B l . a c k - b a c k e d  M a g p i e  ( G y m n o r h i n a  t  i b  i c  e n )

GoI  d f inc  h (  a r d u e l  i s  c a r d u e l - i s ) z

TOTALS 47 spec  ies 2 , 1 1 5 548

. .  B o c . r u s e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t h i s  s u r v e y ,
t h c  r r ' t r . r p s  c a n n o t  y e t  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  r e a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .
T h i . s - a s p e c t  o f  t h e  w o r k  i s  o f  n e c e s s i t y  a  l 6 n g  t , e r m  o n e  a n d
c o h t . i n r r a t i o n  o f  b a n d i n g  a t  t h i s  p l a c e  w l l l  w i t h o u t  d o u b t  i n _
c r { r . l s ( '  t h o  i . m p o r t a n c e  o f  . t h e  r e t r a p  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  A l r e a d y  a
r r t r m b , ' r .  o f  s p e c i , ' s . ,  i n c l u d i n g  m i g r a n t s ,  h a v e  b e e n  r e t r a p p e d
m o r r .  t h . r n  I 2  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b a n d i n g .

T h c r e  i s  n o  b a n d i n g  s t a t i o n  w i t h i n  3 0  m i L e s  o f  L a k e
_  G e o r g e  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  i . t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  n o  b i r d s  b a n d -'  e d  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m i . s t - n e t t e d  e l s e w h e r e ]  A I s o  t h e r e  h a v e

b e e n  n o  d i s t a n t  r e c o v e r i e s ,  b u t  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r s  b a n d e d
.  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  o c c u r r i n g .  T h e  m a j o r  a i m

i s  r e g u l a r  r e c o v e r y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  b a n d i n q  a r e a  a n d
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e s e  i s  a l r e a d y  q u i t e  i m p r e s s i v e ]

_  T h e  s u r v e y  h a s  a l r e a d y  h a d  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n q  r e s u l t s .
I t  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  i s  a  r s t a g i n g  c a m p r  f o r - m i g r a t o r y

/ -  b i r d s ,  c h i e f l y  S i l v e r e y e s  a n < d  y e l l o w - f a - e d  H b n e y e a t e r 6 ,  w h i c h
.  f c c d  o n  t h e  b L a c k b e r r i e s  d u r i n g  a u t u m n ,  a n d  t h a i  t h e  s h o r e  o f

! u k ! -  G o o r g t - .  i s  a .  m i g r a t o r y  r o u t e  f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  s p e c i e s ,j n c L u d i n g  s o m e  w h i c h ,  j u d g i n g  f r o m  h a b i t a t  a I o n e ,  o n e  w o u l d
n o t  e x p t ' c t  t o  f j n d  i n  t h c  a r e a .

; a r s 4 _  ^ T h , , .  n ) , r r u  i n t e r e s t i n g  o f  t h e .  b a n d e d  s p e c i e s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d
b I  i o  f  I  y  h ( ' r l ' u n d { :  r :  -

R u f o u s  F a n t a i l  -  N o t  r e s i d e n t  -  h a b i t a t  u n s u i t a b l e .  E i q h t  o f
t h i s  s p e c i e s  w e r e  b a n d e d  b e t w e e n  3 . 2 . 6 3  a n d

_  2 7 . 4 . b 3 .  T h e  s p e c i e s .  i s  p r o b a b l y  a  p a s s a g e  m i g r a n t  b u t  o n e
b i r d  w a s  b a n d e d  o n  F e b r u a r y  3  a n d  r e i r a p p S d  o n - F e b r u a r y  2 4 .

.  [ - ' r  o r n  m i s t - n e t t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  h e r e  a n d  e l i e w h e r e  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t
p . ] s s a g e  m i g r a n t s  o f t e n  p a u s e  f o r  s o m e  r i t t r e  t i m e  d u i i n g  t h e i r
m i g r a t i o n s ,

' f  
ho  B - i  rd  L land r : r

1 0 5
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A u s t r a l  i . , : n  R a v c n  ( C o r v u s _ c o r o r r o i d e s )

B l a c k - b a c k e d  M a g p i e  ( G y m n o r h i n a  t i b i c e n )

H o u s e  S p a r r o w  ( p a s s e r  d o m e s t i c u s )

6

G o l - d f  i n c h  ( C a r d u e l i s  c a r d u e l i s )

TOTALS 47 spec ies 2 , I 1 5 548

B c c . r u s e  o f  t h " . . : : 1 , " ! i v : i y  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t h i s  s u r v e y ,t h c  r , ' t r a p s  c a n n o t  y e t .  b e  r e g ; r d e d  a s ' r e a t i y - i t g ; i i l . " " i .  r '
T h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  w o r k  i s  o i  n " c " r i i t y  a  l o n g  t e r m  o n e  a n dc o h t . i n u a t i o n  o f  b a n d i n g - a t .  t h i s  p i . . *  

- i , i i f  
w i t h o u t  d o u b t  i r r _c r {1 . ) s ( .  t } r r .  impor tance  o f  the  re t i ap  i " i ; ; ; a I i ; ; . " "n i i i " i v . lnumbr ' r  o f  spec j , , " ,  

. i 1 : l : g i1g - r i g5 "1 t i : ' , navq .oeen  re t rappedm ( ) r ( r  t h . r n  l 2  m o n t h s  o f t e r  t h e  o i i g i n a i  D a n o l n g .

T h e . r e  i s  n o  b a n d i n g  s t a t i o n  w i t h i n  3 0  m i l e s  o f  L a k ec e o r g e  a n d  t h e r e f o r e . i t - i s  n o t  s u i f i i s i n g  t h a t  n o  b i r d s  b a n d -e d  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m i s t - n e t t e d  ; 1 ; ; ; [ ; ; " .  A I s o  t h e r e  h a v eb e e n  n o  d i s t a n t  r e c o v e r i e s ,  u u t  i r r e " i n l r e a s r . , g  n u m b e r s  b a n d e d
l : " : : : : : : , . ! :  ? l? ! .u i l i ty  o f  in i r " " " " , i , i "s . ' rh" " ; ; j ; , " : r ;
ii,iiflliii,'':;"If,:I""i.':iiJ:ff"il,i: ll;,3:ndi;; ;;;;-";;'

T h e  s u r v e v  h a s .  a l r e a d y ^ h a d  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e s u l t s .I t  has  shown tha t  t l : ^ " l I ea " - - -  ; ; i ; ; i i s  camp, ,  ro r - r i l i " l o i ybi rds '  chiefrv s i rvereve s anrd yel lowr ru i"a- i j [nuv"" t i iE,  
" , , i i i .n

f e c d  o n  t h e  b i a c k b e r r i e s  a u i i n ; - ; ; i ; r ; ;  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s h o r e  o fl .ake  Gi - 'o rgc '  i s  a  migra tory  rouLe fo r  a 'numbe,  o i  " f r . , " i " ! i i " i " . .i n c r u d i n g  s o m o  w h i c h ,  S u c i g i n g  r t o m - i , a i i t u t  " i o n e , - ; ; ; - * ; ; i ; - " ' 'n o t  e x p t ' c t  t o  f j n d  i n  i h , , . " a r J a -  
- ' : '  " - - -

T h r  f i r ( ) r o  . i n t e r e s t i n g  o f  t h e .  b a n d e d  s p e c i e s  a r e  d i s c u s s e db r  i t : f l . y  h ( ' r l ' u n d ( r  r :  -

R u f t ' u s  F a n t a i l  -  N o t  r e s i d e n t  -  h a b i t a t  u n s u i t a b l e .  E i q h t  o ft h i s  s p e c i e s  w e r e  b a n d e d  b e t w e e n  S . 2 . 6 5 . . " " i2 7 . 4 . 6 3 .  T h e  s p e c i e s ,  i i  p r o b a b l V - " - p " r . . g "  m i g r a n t  b u t  o n e' b i r d  
w a s  b a n d e r l  " n  

l : ! I y " I y  3 ,  a n d  r e t r a p p e d  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 4 .[ - r o r n  m i s t - n e t t j n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  h e r e  a n d  e i s e w h e r e  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t
Hi ; ; :? i " l : : ran ts  

o r ten  pause  ro r  some I i t t re  t ime  au i i ne - i r , " r '

t ho  B . i  r d  Bandr : r

TOTAL
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success l r re  years  -  a l l  ln  February  o r  March .

N o i s v  F r i a r - b i r d  -  A - m a g g o t  o f  a . p a r a s i t i c  f l y  w a s  f o u n d  c o m -
p le te ly  embedded under  the  sk in  o f  the  lower

mand lb le  o f  one o f  the  b i rds  ne t ted ,  By  ren ,ov ing  a  smal l  scab
at  the  po in t  o f  en t ry ,  the  maggot  was fo rced ou t  and passed
a l i v e  t o  C , S . I . R . O .  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  T h e  m a g g o t  w a s  l a r g e r
than tha t  o f  a  b low- f l y .

one b i rd
2 6 . 4 . 6 3 .

Eed:b!9USd_I-rnCh - This has provided the longest I i fe history
o f  a I I  b i r d s  t a k e n  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,

h a v i n g  b e e n  t a k e n  o n  1 9 . 3 , , 6 1 ,  2 6 . 5 . 6 2 ,  1 3 .  I 0 " 6 2  a n d

O I l v e - b a c k e d  O r i o l e  -  A n  u n u s u a l  m i g r a n t , Two b i rds  were  seen
M a r c h ,  1 9 6 3 ,  a n di n  t h e  a r e a  e a r l y  i n

o n e  w o s  n e t t e d  o n  1 6 . 3 . 6 3 .

"  O t h e r  b a n d e r s ,  B i l I  B e l t o n ,  J o h n  M c K e a n  a n d  B i l l  L a n e" , .  
have banded ln  the  area  and the i r  f igures  are  inc luded.

Bg- fggg-E:  D"W.Lamm,  S,J  WI Ison and W.Be l ton ,  nNew
I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  b i r d s  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n
C a p i t a l  T e r r i t o r y i ,  & g ,  1 9 6 3 ,  6 3 : 5 7  ( A p r i I )

MIST.NETTING WADERS"

S " G .  L a n e ,  L a n e  C o v e .  N , S " W

Migra tory  waders  have a  magnet lc  appea l  to  many
orn i tho log is ts  and these no tes  g ive  some o f  the  d i f f t cu l t ies
encountered  by  me when t ry ing  to  band them in  the  Sydney area .
I t  i s  hoped tha t  they  w i l l  he lp  o ther  banders  to  be  more
suc  ce  ss fu l  .

Su i tab le  wader  hab i ta ts  a re  scarce  around Sydney;  the
i  c loses t  and bes t  feed ing  ground lvhe  re  the  Ia rges t  concent ra -

, , . - . '  t ions  are  found is  Botany  Bay .

iaders  have been t rapped or  ne t ted  success fu l l y  in  o ther
p l a c e s .  H e r e  w e  h a v e  u s e d  m i s t  n e t s  a n d  s o m e  w a d e r  n e t s ,

r - m o s t l y  d u r i n g  t h e  h o u r s  o f  d a r k n e s s .
: r  

Pub l  i c  re la t ions  nake i t  adv isab l "e  never  to  ca tch  b i rds
L n  p u b l i c  v i e w  u n l e s s  o n l o o k e r s  c a n  b e  g i v e n  a  f u l l  e x p l a n a t -
ion  o f  the  Sta te  requ i rements  concern j .ng  I i cence fo r  t rapp ing
pro tec ted  spec ies  and the  pena l t ies  fo r  ca tch ing  or  tak ing
fauna i l lega l l y .  Day t ime opera t ions  must  there fore  be  res t r i c t -

t : '

The B i rd  Bander
I65

Decembet 1963


