
t h e f o l l o w i n g w e e k - e n d ' o n o n e d a y , h i s e x p e r i e n c e d t e a m b a n d e d
3 0 0  b i r d s ,

F o u r  w e e k s  l a t e r ,  a f t e i  s e e i n g . 1 a r d "  f l o c k s  o f  W h i t e - n a p e d

H o n e y e a t e r s  i n  t h e  ; ; ; q ; ; " ; ; t i - ; i  i t n e . i s t a n a '  r  d e c i d e d  t o

v is i t  the  " r "u  "gu ' 'n ' i ; - ; t ; - ; i  l t l " t t  u i ta t  were  migra t ing  arong

t h e  s a m e  l i n e  a s  . n "  V l t i o t - i i c e d . H o n e y e a t e r s  a n d  h a p p i l y  t h e y

w e r e  d o i n g  j u s t  1 n ; ; , ' " i i - * t t  
o b v i o u s '  h o w e v e r '  t h a t  I  s h o u l d

h a v e  b e e n  t h e r e  o e l o r c '  b e c a u s e - t h e . f l , o c k s  w e r e  l e s s  n u m e r o u s

a n d  n o t  a s  l a r q e  u t - i [ .  i u i r o * - f a t " d  H o n e v e a t e r  m l g r a t i o n  b u t

; ; ; . " ; ; . ; i  i ; ; i ; . i i " ; '^ot ' r i " " ine been on the same masni tude'

Throwlng  a  c t i ck  l ' n to  the  a l r  i s  a  wonder fu l  way  to  ha l t  a

f  lock  o f  t .hose b i , i i ' ' " i l i - i  i  l an  be  expec ted  t l ra t  dur ing  March  to

ear ly  May , ) f  nexL -yc ' ' r r  Ia tge  nr rmhers  ,o i  these b i rds  wI l I  be  b t 'nd-

" i - 6 i  t n i  l o i n t  e f i n r t s  o t  r o c a l  b a n d e r s '

Ee@n-ec: Vlll:ilrl;ii'"13!i;"ltl3l.
V o l ,  l ,  N o ' 4 '

net t ing  n ig ra t ing
The Bird- Bander '

FURTHER NOTES ON AUTLIMN MIGMTION OF HONEYEATERS'

S '  J ' W i I s o n '  C a n b e r r a  '

Max Murn ts  s toxy  a f te r  h is  band ing  a t  P ine  Is land was

t " t t " i ' in . i i i r [ r " , - [ i ' t - *e-oet iaea to t iv .  that  area on the next

Saturdav (Apr i l  r : tn i "a i ie i " r ' i i -u i t r t '  
'Two 

th lngs were di f f i -

i l i ; - ; ; ' " i l i i t ,  r i r s t r v - i r ' i t  t n "  b l rds  t rave l red  up  r i ve r  a t  a

t ime when the genera l ' i t iq ; i i i " - ; - l ine was nor th-east  and second'

I v  t ha t  Lhe  ne t s  t n " t r i - i o i i i i i v - l o .  a r I  ou r  expe r i ences '  be

p iaced  i n  t he  opon ,  
" f r i t i - " - i " t i , " r  

ha l f - hea r t ed  f r ame  o f  m ind
"- ; " ; ; i  

lu t  n" t . '  in  the-scrub- . .over  th :  ?90 vard space between

i f i . - iJ r i - i " "u t -una.* i i ' ted '  v ' le  were readv bv 6 a 'm'  ;  7  a 'm'  came'

t hen  8  a .m . ,  and . . , " i i - i J ' u i r as  i na  by  t i r i s  t ime  t he  Mu rn  name

was mud,  By 9 a.m,  * "  * " t " - " i t  but  r iadv to  pack up and

a t t en t l on  was  wan tng , ' -  i n " i " - n i a -b " "n  no ' s i gn -o f  b i r ds  t o  t h i s

t ime ,  I eas t  o f  a l I  honeyea te r ' s '

Sudden l y ,  a t  9 , 5  a 'm '  a  dense  f l o ck  o f  a t  l eas t  1 ' 000

ni ras '6 i iJ { -6r t  or  the- i rees at  the,wes. tern end '  We were un-

p repa red  and  had  t o  i un " t o -ou i  
- " i l o t t " o  " t h row lng  s t a t i ons t r '

A f  ew moment ,  "onurr , - . lJ  us that  Max-was r ight  about  the,net

i " i i i r l " t - .o-a few *" ie  ner" t "d ly  p ] ' "ced as he suEgested -

i ignt  in  the open.

F locks cont lnued to  come. through for  two hours wi th  the

f i ve  t eam members  *o i n i ng  f  u r i ous ' l y l  A f t e r  hu r l i ng  s t . i c ks  f o r

an  hou r  . t J l  we re  on * i ou t ' t o  t ake  b i r ds .ou t '  r eco rd  o r  band  -

[ r i t " i t r " . i r -  i toJ-  rn" te  were a lo t  o f  s t i f f  arms'
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Our  ca  t ch
39  Wh l t e -naped
ohaoa  f usca ) ,

l loneyea ter
through the

of  300 lnc luded 246 Ye l Iow- faced Honeyeaters ,
H o n e y e a t e r s  a n d  o n e  F u s c o u s  H o n e y - e a t e r  ( M e l i -
Others  taken tha t  morn ing  inc luded the  Eas te in
thorhvnchus tenu i ros t r i s )  and the  Whi te -eared

. l e u c o o t n  o ch  appeared to  be  mov ing
area bu t  no t with the f l o c k s ,

The fo l low ing  morn ing  we went  back  to  P ine  ls land w i th  a
t e a m o f 1 5 a n d h a d t h e n e t s i n p e r f e c t p o s i t i o n b y 7 a ' m , S t i c k s
were  p i led  in  s t ra teg ic  pos i t lons  and we se t t led  down to  wa i t ' ,  , r : . '
I  a . m .  w e n t  a n d  a t  9  a . m .  w e  w e r e  r e a l l y  o n  o u r  t o e t .  B y  I 0  a . m . -
we were  impat ien t  and by  11  a ,m,  sp i r i t s  were  low,  We pu l led
down a t  noon w i thout  hav ing  seen a  n ig ran t !  To ta l -  ca tch  10 !

The fo l low ing  observa t ions  regard ing  the  migran t  f locks  , .
may be  o f  in te res t  t  - i '

( a ) The birds reacted to anything thrown high - we used'
a l l  sor ts  o f  s t lcks and s tones.  . r ' -

(b )  More  than one miss l le  was necessary
f l o c k .

(c )  The impor tan t  th ing  appeared to  be
as  poss ib le  -  hence the  vo lun teers
work  a f te r  a  per iod  o f  th rowing .

to  d lver t  a  b ig  . '

f  . : .

to  th row as  h igh  - t
fo r  the  sedentary  .

: , .

(d )  There  ls  abso lu te ly  no  danger  to  the  b l rds ,
d ive  away f rom the  miss i le  wh lch  goes  nowhere
them f ina l l y .  There  was more  danger  to  o ther
opera tors  and to  the  ne ts .

They -',.
near .

I

(e )  Once brought  down,  the  f locks  f lew low th rough and , , .
over  the  scrub .  We th rew f rom pos i t ions  about  th l r ty
y a r d s  i n t o  t h e  t r e e l e s s  a r e a  a n d  n e t s  1 5 0  y a r d s
fur ther  on  took  la rge  numbers  o f  b i rds .  

. t l
( f )  F l o c k s  l d f t  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  f l e w  h l g h  o v e r  a l l  n e t s  a n d

the  scrub ,  except  fo r  the  very  odd ind lv ldua l  : , . . .

( e )  W h l l e  t h e .  d i r e c t i o n  o f  f l i g h t  ( s o u t h  o f  t h e  w e s t  t o
e a s t  I i n e )  i s  d i f f l c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  t h e r e  t s  l i t t l . e
doubt  tha t  the  b l rds  fo l low the  r i ver  fo r  on ly  a  few .
mi les  here  and tu rn  away to  a  genera l  nor th -eas t
d i . rec t ion  as  the  r i ver  tu rns  south ,  The i r  normal  '
d i r e c t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  A . C . T .  i s  n o r t h - e a s t  a n d  f l i g h t 6
In  th ls  d l rec t ion  have bqen observed on  many occas j .ong
dur ing  th is ,  and o ther ,  seasons.

(h )  Max 's  no tes  regard ing  f locks  o f  Whi te -naped Honey-
eaters  1n  ear ly  May conf l rm ear l le r  observa t lons ,

\:-
t

t ,

) ; .

S e p t e m b e r  1 9 6 3 , ' ,  I
'i 

'e!
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The Ye l Iow- faced Honeyeater  f locks  wh ich  move ear ly
n" " "  i - rn t  Whi te -nape i  Honeyeaters  w i th  them'  and an

o c < : a s l o n a l .  F ' u s c o u s  i { o n e y e a t i r ,  b u t  I a t e r  f l o c k s  a r e

; ;p ; ; ;d  a lmost  comple t6 ly  o f  Whl te -naped Honeveaters '

( f )  W e a t h e r  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t . f a c t o r '
On A.pr i l  l3 th ,  the  ear ly  morn lng  was ca lm and tu r ry
over tas t ,  The sun broke th rough a t  9  a 'm '  and i t  re -

r " in "J - .unny .  Migra t lons  commenced a t  P ine  rs land a t

S , O S  " , t .  O n  t h e - f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g  A p r i l  l 4 t h ' . t h e r e

was a  s l igh t  bxeeze bu t  the  day  was coo l  and tu r ry

o v e t i " s t  i n d  t h i s  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e

; b ; ; ; a ;  o f  m i g r a n t s . '  F l o c k s  w e r e  s e e n  e r s e w h e r e  i n
the  A.C.T .  th ioughout  Apr i l  and  ear ly  May '

( r )  O n  A o r i l  f 3 t h ,  a n  e s t i m a t e d  1 0 , O O 0  b j ' r d s . p a s s e d . b e -.J '  
i i r " " [ -s .05  a .^ ,  and 11  a .m,  The movenent  on  th is  day
c e a s e d  a s  a b r u P t l Y  a s  l t  s t a r t e d '

BANDING TTIE LITTLE TERN,

C , B . C a m P i o n ,  A b b o t s f o r d ,  N ' S ' W '

'  
For  those banders  who are  fo r tunate  enough to . l i ve  w i th ln

reasonab ly  o" .y  t " " ih  o f -one o f  ' !9  numerous  -b reed lng  -g rounds
.  o f  t h e  s p e c ' e s ,  t t t "  l i t t f "  T e r n  ( S t e T n a  q l b i { r o 0 9 l  : l l : : :  

"

most rewardinq "nd-. i imulat ing exETG-auring the spring and

summer of  the ." . I " in- .o" i i -o i  nui t rarra.  Th6 beauty and
charm of  tn is graceiut- f i t t f "  sea-bird,  combined qi ! !  . t l9  p leas-
an t  open  na tu re  ; i - i i ;  i eas ide  haun ts ,  make  i t  a -de l i gh t fu l

_ i i j i : " i i  ro i  s tuov.  
-Aaa 

to th is the fact  that  a l l  the laurels,
of  d ls tan t  .e .o , r " i ies  remain  to  be  won and the  resu l t  i s  a  p rc -

i " " i  to  g ladden the  hear t  o f  any  bander '

fiE PROBLEMS

I n  h i s  a r t L c l e ,  t r A  R e v l e w  o f  ' L e a s t  T e r n s r  i n  A u s t r a l i a n

watet i i i  T i [ " -S; ; ih-Aust t i r r "n Orni thologist , .  VoI '22 '  Parts 7-8 '
.  

n i i i i - re59i ;  ! \ l :  n.  r i i ichcock summarlsed the known facts of  the
i i t i i i6" t i6n ui ta-ut""a lng of  S.alb i f rons and S=' , | rergls around

.  J J t  c o a s t l i n e ,  A s  r e g a r d s .  t h e  f o r m e r  s p e c i e s  H i t c n c o c K  r a r s e s
'  

f i ; " ; i ;n i -p "oUf "^ .  wn ich  the  bandtng  te thn ique can he lp  to  so lve '

l .  Where  do  the  popu la t lons  o f  S 'a lb i f rons  breed ing  in

eas tern  Aus t ra .L ia  spend the  w in te r?

2 .  What  o f  the  re la t l ve ly  la rge  nurnbers  o f  ec l ipse
p iu t i g "  a rn i f i on i ,  no rmar i y  p r6sen t  ( i n  sYdney '  a t  reas t )
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