
i n g  t h e  f o u r  g o s l i n g s  a l o n g  t h e  c r e s t  o f  t h e  i s L a n d '

M a c l e a n l s l a r t d w a s t h e l a s t i s l a n d v i s i t e d . o n l y b i r d s
found were  severa l  Pengu ins . .

And thus  ended a  most  en joyab le  band ing- tour  o f  the  ,
i s r a n d s ,  w e  a r r i v e d  n a . [  f o r -  l u n c h  a b o u t  1 , 3 0  p . m . ,  s u n - b u r n e d ,

t i red ,  very  nungry  and smel l ing  l i ke  .young pe l i cans '  The res t

o f  t h e  w e e k - e n d  * " ,  , [ " n l - i i i n i n g  a n d ' c r a i - f i s h i n q  w i t h  m a r k e c

s u c c e s s ,  O n  r h e  S u n d a y  t h r e e  s l c u a s  \  s p e c 1 e s , "  , )  .
w e r e  s e e n  h . r r r a s s i n g  C r e s t e d  T e r n s  a s  t h e v  t r s n e d  t o r  s m a r r

. i i a f ^ i - t v p e  f j . s h e s l  
- i f , i . - i s  

t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  h a v e  b e e n  s k u a s

n e a r  C a P e  P o r t l  a n d .

AUTIIMN BANDING OF MIGRATING YELLOW-FACED HONEYEATERS

M.  Murn ,  Canber ra ,  A ;  C.  T .

M y  f i e ) d  e x p e r i e n c e s  d u r i n g  A p r i l  5 t h  a n d  7 t h '  1 9 6 3 '

,  conf ir i r  rnuch or i l , r tul-st"ve Wlls6n 
'(  

1963) had to say on f l lght
p i t t " tns  and behav iour  o f  m igra t ing  honeyeaters '

I t  i s  cons idered tha t  the  type  o f  count ry  had much to  do
"  

w i th  l ie  io f fowing  inc ident  and iha t  i f  somewhat  s l rn i la r  te r r ' ' r in
.  J " , ] ia  U"  founa e l6ewhere  in  the  pa th  o f  migra t ing  honeyeaters '

. ;  ne t t ing  shou ld  be  Poss ib le  there '

'  th rough much o f  the  A.C.T '  the  Mur rumbid t ;ee  runs- in  a

a e e p  v a t f e !  t h r o i i q h  o p e n  r o l l i n g  g r a z i n g -  c o u n t r y '  . A  f e w  i s o l a t -

ed-6u t .  re i ra in  in - the '  open.  coun i rv  bu t  a long,  th :  : i .Y : I  
there  are

-  goo l  s ized  gums and she 'oaks  w l th -  a  low scrub  o f  dwar f  wat t les '
g r e v i l  l e a s  a n d  t e a  t r  e e  s ,

T h e  s i t e  o f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  w a s  P i n e  I s l a n d '  o n  t h e

M u r r u m b l d g e e s o u t h o f C a n b e r r a , a n d a t t h e n e t t i n g s i t e a g r o u p
r  o f  ta l l  t iees  s tands  a t  one end wh i fe  the  nex t  ta f l  t rees  are

iOO v i ia t  ups t reaur .  Here  the  r i ver  has  a  fa i r l y  h igh  sandy  -  - - -
.  bank  about  50  v" i l .  * ia "  wh ich  r i ses  then in to  a  s teep.bare  h i l l ,

Th is  f la t  ana tne-ua ie  o f  the  h i l l  a re  scrubby  w i th  pa tches  o f
'  

g r a s s .

On the  morn inq  o f  Apr i l  6 th ,  accompan ied  bY my w i fe '  son
'  

a n d  a a u g n l e r ,  I  w a i  m i s t - n e t t l n g  i n  " h i s  a r e a  b u t  r e s u l t s  w e r e
o o o r  u n i  s p l r i t s ' l o o k  i  r e a l  d l i e  a s  f l o c k  a f t e r  f l o c k  o f  Y e l l o w - '
i " . " a - U " " " i ; ; i ; ; .  ( M e l i p h a o a  g h r v s o p s ) .  p a s s e d  o v e r h e a d  w e l l  c l e a r

of the nets. l l  wai-Ti l IEd-Towerer that the birds f Iew low
i l o n o  t h e  s a n d v  r i v e r  b a n k ,  t h a t  i s  o v e r  t h e  s c r u b  a n d  g x a s s

[ l i * 3 " " ' i n "  i " i f  t . n e s  a t  e a c h  e n d  o f  t h e  n e t t i n g  a r e a ,  a n d  t h a t
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i ng  the  four  gos l ings  a long the  c res t  o f  the  i ' s land '

Mac lean Is land was the  Ias t  i s land v is i ted '  On ly  b i rds

found were  severa l  Pengu ins .

And thus  ended a  most  en joyabJ-e  band ing- tour  o f  thg  -  -
i s r a n J s .  

- i V e  
a r r i v e d " n " i I  r o t "  l u n c h  a b o u t  l ' s 0  p ' m "  s u n - b u r n e d '

t i red ,  very  nungrY "na- i * " f f i "q  l i ke  .youno Fe l i cans '  The res t

o f  t h e  w e e k - e n d  * " ,  r p " n i - i i - n i n g  a n $ ' c r a ! - i i s h i n q  w i t h  m a r k e c

s u c c e s s ,  O n  t h e  S u n d a y  t h r e e  s l c u a s  \  . s p e c l e s /  /
; ; ; ; " ; ; ; ' . r  h . r r r a s s i n g  C r e s t e d  T e r n s  a s  t h - e v  f i s h e d  ! " I : i " 1 1 . .
. j i i i " " : { v p e  f i s h e s l  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  h a v e  b e e n  s k u a s

n e a r  C a p e  P o r t l a n d .

AUTLIMN BANDING OF MIGRATING YELLOW'FACED HONEYEATERS

M .  M u r n ,  C a n b e r r a ,  A ' C ' T '

M v  f i e l d  e x p e r i e n c e s  d u r i n g  A p r i l ^ 6 t h  a n d  7 t h '  1 9 6 3 '

.onrr i , i  ; ; ;h"" i ' ;h; l -s i ; ; "  wirs6n l rs0g) had to sav on f l isht
; ; t t ; ins  and behav iour  o f  m igra t ing  honeyeaters '

I t  i s  cons idered tha t  the  type  o f  count ry  had much to  do

wi th  the  fo l low ing  inc ident  and iha t  i f  somewhat  s i rn i la r  te r r l in

i , " , ] ia -6"  iound e l6ewhere  in  the  pa th  o f  migra t ing  honeyeaters '

ne t t ing  shou ld  be  Poss ib le  there '

Through much o f  the  A.C.T '  the  Mur rumbid t ree  runs  in  a

d e e p  v a l l e y  t h r o u g h  " ; ; ;  ; ; I i i ; g  s i " i i n g  c o u n t r v '  . A  f e w ,  i s o l a t -

; ; "5 " ; ; - ; ; ; " in - in ' t i t "  open count rv  bu t  a lono the  r i ver  there  are
qood s ized  gums and . i r " 'o j f . .  w l th 'a  low scr ib  o f  dwar f  wat t les ,

6 r e v i  I  l e a s  a n d  t e a t r e e s .

The s i te  o f  th is  lnc ident  was  P ine  Is land '  on  the

f r4ur t " *6  i  Oq "e  
-  
sou th  o f  Canber ra ,  and a t  the  ne t t ing-  s l te  a  g roup

" i - t . r r  i i ees  s tands  a t  one end wh l le  the  nex t  ta I I  t rees  are

200 vards  ups t rean.  Here  the  r i ver  has  a  fa i r l y  h igh  sandy-u l r r ' "n;" t "50-; ; i l ;  
wiae-* t r ic i ,  r i "ses then into a steep.bare hi l l .

i f , i .  i i u t  and the  base o f  the  h i l l  a re  scrubby  w i th  pa tches  o f

g r a s s .

On the  morn ing  o f  Apr i l  6 th ,  accompan ied  by  my w i fe '  son

and d iughter ,  I  wa i  mis t -ne t t lng  in  "h is  a rea  bu t  resu l ts  were

o o o r  a n d  s p l r i t s  t o o k - i  r e a l  d l i e  a s  f l o c k  a f t e r  f l o c k  o f  Y e l l o w -

i " . i a " i i " " " i ; ; i ; ; .  
- i t v te l i ohaqa  

th rvsoos ) .  passed  ove rhead  we l r  c rea r
o f  t he  ne t i .  I t  wa i  no t . i ced  howeve r  t ha t  t he  bL rds  t r ew  row
" i o t i q  

- t n "  
i andy  r i ve r  bank ,  t ha t  i s  9ve1  t he  sc rub  and  g rasq

Uu i * i n "  t he  t a i l  t r ees  a t  each  end  o f  t he  ne t t i ng  a rea '  and  t ha t
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some were  f l y ing  low enough to  ne t .  To  ca tch  these,  severa l -
n e t s  w e r e  s n i f t e a  i n t o  a  l l n e  a c r o s s  t h e  p a t h  o f  t h e  m i g r a t i n g
b i r d s .  T h e  n e t s  w e r e  v i r t u a l l y  f u l l y  e x p o s e d ,  T h e  m o v e  m e t
w i . th  reasonab le  success  and some zO b i ra i  were  banded

I t  w a s  p a r t i c u J a r l y  i n t e r e s t l n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  f l o c k s
were  nov lng  ih rough the  ta l . l  t rees  a long the  r i ver  bank  and some
b l r d s  i n  e a c h  f l o c k  l e f t  t h e  f l o c k  t o  r e s t  b e f o r e  f l y i n g  o v e r
the  area  w i - thout  t rees .  They  then seemed to  Jo in  up  w i th  the
nex t  f lock  to  pass  th rough.  The t ' f  l i gh t  pa th '?  wets  a  l i t t le
south  o f  wes t  io  eas t  a l . though i t  i s  ad , 'n i t ted  tha t  th i -s  d i rec t ion
c o u l d  h a v e  c h a n g e d  a r o u n d  t h e  n e x t  b e n d  i n  t h e  r i v e r ,  a n d  t h e
ca l l s  u t te rea  by  the  b i rds  were  the  t rch ip  ch lp r r  descr ibed by
Steve WI I  so  n ,

Some 28 f locks  wexe counted  and severa l  f locks  took  up  to
a  m i n u t e  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  i n  a  s t r a g g l i n g  f o r m a t l o n ,  I t  i s  \
e s t i m a t e d  t h ; t  a l t o g e t h e r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 ' 0 0 0  t o  1 ? ' 0 0 0
b i rds  passed th rough the  area . ,  and Judg ing  on  band lng  { igYTg, " '
each f iock  conta ined about  52(  Whi te -naped Honeyeaters  (Me l l th -

the  grou ; rd ,

Accompan ied  by  ny  son,  I  went  to  the  same area  ear ly  the  
a

n e x t  m o r n l h g  a n d  p i a c - d  m y  ?  n e t s  i n  a  r r f i s h - t r a p r r  p a t t e r n , i , e ,
f l a n k i n o  n e t s  c o n v e r q i n q  o n  a  6 0  f t ,  n e t  o n  1 0  f t . p o l e s  f a c i n g

r e o t u s  l u n a t u s ) .  T h e  b i r d s  f i r s t  a p p e a r e d  a r o u n d  7 . 3 0  a , m .
f ra -movemenT=topped comple te ly  a t  about  11 .30  a ,m.  Bef  o re
the  f locks  ar r i v -ed  no  Ye l low- faced Honeyeaters  were  ne t ted  or
e v e n  h e a r d  i n  t h e  a r e a .

That  n igh t  I  pondered on  how to  band more  o f  these b i rds
and a  s lmp le-  scheme occur red  to  me wh ich  ln  p rac t ice  proved
very  e f fec t i ve ,  even w i th  b t rds  f l y ing  50  fee t  o r  more  above

f l a n k i n g  n e t s  c o n v e r g i n g  o n  a  6 0  f t ,  n e t  o n  1 0  f t . p q l e s  f a c i n g
f h o  a v n l a t a d  d i r p c i ' i o n  t h e  b i r d s  w o u l d  c o m e  f r o m .  H o w e v e r .  t h ethe  exp ic ted  d i rec t ion  the  b i rds  wou ld  come f rom.  However ,
b i r d s  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  u n t l l  9 . 1 0  a , m .  T h e  f i r s t  f l o c k s  w e r e
smal l  and f ty in i -very  h igh  and were  aL lowed to .  pass  th r -ough,
when the  f t r l t  6 io  f lock  came th rouqh and the  b i rds  had cowtW h e n  t h e  f l r s t  b i g ock-came th rough and the  b i rds  had cowni t t -

A l I  th is  ln fo rmat lon  was passed on to  Steve Wi Ison and on

I22

ed themse lves  to  the  f l igh t  over  the  open axea o f  200 yards  be-
tween the  ta l l  t rees ,  a  s t i ck  was hur led  h igh  in  the  a i r  in
t h e i r  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n .  T h e  r e s u l t  w a s  f a n t a s t i c .  A t  t h e
i ' i ,Jtr l  6i  ihe st ick spinning through the alr and the "whooshingr

n o i s e  l t  m a d e ,  o r  a  c o m b l n a t l o n  o f ,  b o t h ,  e v e r y  b i r d  i n  t h e
f lock  d ived fo r  cover  ln  the  low scrub ,  o r  i f  caught  over  a
q r a s s y  a r e a  f l e w  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  g r o u n d .  T h i s  m e t h o d  w a s
l s e d  i h r e e  o r  f o u r  t i m e s  a n d  e a c h  t i m e  w e  o b t a i n e d  g o o d  c a t c h e s  a
in  the  ne ts ,  Wi th  on ly  two in  the  team,  however ,  we had to  s top
and concent ra te  on  ge t t ing  the  b i rds  ou t  o f  the  ne ts  and many
f l o c k s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  p a s s .  A  f u r t h e r  s l x t y - s i x  b i r d s  w e r e
b a  nded.
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the  fo l loWing week-end,  on  one day  '  h is  exper ienced team banded

3 0 0  b i r d s .

F o u r  t v e e k s  l a t e r ,  a f t e r ' s e e i n 9 , 1 " ' g "  f l o c k s  o f  W h i t e - n a p e d

H o n e y e a t e r s  i n  t n e " i a l q " i - " i t l  " r  F l d e  i s l a n a '  I  d e c i d e d  t o

v is i t  the  " r "u  rgu i 'n ' i ; ' ; . ; ' i f  i t r " r_ "  u i ta .  were  rn ig ra t ing  a long

t h e  s a m e  I i n e  a s  a t t "  V " f i " * - i a c e d . H o n e v e a t e r s  a n d  h a p p i l y  t h e y

w e r e  d o i n s  j u s t  t n ! i ' ^ " i ; " ; " ;  ; ; y l : " : l ' h o w e v e t '  t h a t  1  s h o u l d

have been there  ne io re '  because - the  . f  . I .ocks  were  Iess  numerous

a n d  n o t  a s  l a r q e  " ; " i [ ;  v u i r o * : r " t " d  H o n e v e a t e r  m i g r a t i o n  b u t
'  qave every  ind ica t ion"J t -  nu" ing  heen on  the  same magn l tude '

Throwlnq  a  s t i c -k  ln to  the  a l r  i s  a  wonder fu l  way  to  haLt  a
'  

f l o c k  o f  t . h c s c  u i t i =  " t " I - i t - l a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  t l r a  t  d u r l n g  M a r c h  t o
-  

ea r l y  Mav  r : f  n . *  i  - i o " " i t i ; ? , ; :T ; i : i ^b i  
t n " t "  b i rds  w t l r  be  b i ' nd -

. a - U v  t f t i  - i o i n L  e f I o r t s  o t  I o c a l  b a n o e r s '

R e f  e r e n c e : W i l s o n ,  S . J , ,  i 9 6 3 ,  " M i s t

v " i  i o * - r " . " d  HoneYea te r s r r  '
V o r .  1 '  N o ' 4 '

n e t t i n g  m i g r a t i n g
The B i rd  Bander  '

FLJRIHER NOTES ON AUTUMN MIGRATION OF HONEYEATERS'

S '  J ' W i I s o n '  C a n b e r  r a  '

Max Mutn t  s  s to rY a f te r  h is  band ing  a t  P ine  Is land was

ra ther  inc red ib fe ,  u i r t - * " - i " t ia " i  to  t i y  tha t  a rea  on  the  nex t

Saturday  (Apr i I  rg tn i -a i ie r . -n i i  v is f t '  
-Two 

th lnss  were  d i f f i -

d u r t  t o  c r e d i t ,  t i r s i t l ' i 1 r u t " i [ "  b l r d s - t r a v e l l e d  u p  r l v e r  a t  a

t ime  when  tne  senera r " i t ; ; ; 1 ,q1 - t1 : " -Y? '  no r th -eas t  and  second-

iv ir,"t the nets'h";il-;;;;l:U":"rlii-fl::,i:3"ii3ff3"1; l?"0
o iaced in  the  opcn.  .  w l tn  a ,  ra t I r : r - I - " ; ; . ;= : ' - ; i " . ^ , I ^ -n" l * " " .

we se t  our  ne ts  l -n  t f t " - t " tuU-over  th :  ?90 
vard  space be tween

t h e  t a I I  t r e e s  a . n d . * " i t " a '  W e  w e r e  r e a d v  b v  6  a ' m ' 1 7  a ' r n ' c a m e '

t h e n  8  a . m , ,  a n d , . r i i " ; ; ' n i i i s  a n a  b y - t h i s  t i - m e  t h e  M u r n  n a m e

was mud,  By  9  a .m.  * "  * " t "  a l l  -bu t  readv  to  pack  up  and

at ten t ion  * " ,  t "n " 'g1 ' '  t l i i " -n ia 'b " "n  no 's ign '  o f  b t ids  to  th is

i i m e .  r e a s t  o f  a I I  h o n e Y e a t e r ' s '

S u d d e n l y ,  a t  9 ' 5  a ' r n '  a  d e n s e  f t o c k  o f  a t  l e a s t  1 ' 0 0 0

uiras ' [ i i ! { - l r t  or  t r t " - i te"s at  the.western end'  we were un-

; ;$ ; t ; ; - i . a - [ "a  to  
" ' i n - i i - ou i  

a l ro t ted ' t t h row lns  s ta t i ons " '

A f ew momen". .ont" ' t iJJ "t  t" t  Max - was r iqht about the net

o o s i t l o n s  s o  a  f e w  " " i "  [ . r i t " J r y - p f " c e a  a s  h e  s u g g e s t e d  -
' r tgn t  

in  the  oPen.

F locks  cont lnued to  corne . th rough fo r  t t r ro  hours  w i th  the

f ive  team menbers  * l i t i tg - i l i i ou t l v ' , -n t te r  hur l lng  s t i cks  fo r

a n  h o u r  d J l  w e r e  a n x i o u s - t o  t a k e  b i r d s . o u t '  r e c o r d  o r  b a n d  -

[ " t " i t t t . i r -  i t io ] -  T l l " ie  were  a  lo t  o f  s t i f f  a rms '
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Our  ca tch  o f  300 lnc luded 246 YeI low- faced Honeyeaters ,  . ,
3 9  W h l t e - n a p e d  H o n e y e a t e r s  a n d  o n e  F u s c o u s  H o n e v - e a t e r  ( M e I l -
phaqa fu .sca) .  o the is  taken tha t  mc ' rn ing  inc lud id  the  eaEGi f r '
S p i n e b i l l  ( 4 c a n t h o r h v n c h g s  t e n u i r o s t r i s )  a n d  t h e  W h i t e - e a r e d
H o n e y e a t e r  ( M . I e u c o t i s )  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  m o v i n g
through the  area  bu t  no t  w i th  the  f locks .

The fo l low ing  morn ing  we went  back  to  P ine  Is land w i th  a
team o f  15  and had the  ne ts  in  per fec t  pos i t ion  by  7  a ,m,  S t icks
were  p i led  in  s t ra teg ic  pos i t ions  hnd we se t t led  down to  wa i t ' ,
8  a , m ,  w e n t  a n d  a t  9  a . m .  w e  w e r e  r e a l l y  o n  o u r  t o e s .  B y  1 0  a . m . _
we were  lmpat ien t  and by  11  a .m,  sp i r i t s  were  low,  We pu l led
down a t  noon w i thout  hav ing  seen a  mlgran t l  To ta l  ca tch  10 !

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  m i g r a n t  f l o c k s
m a y  b e  o f  l n t e r e s t :

4

( a )

( b )  M o r e  t h a n  o n e  m i s s i l e  w a s
f  l .ock .

The b i rds  reac ted  to  any th ing  th rown h iqh  -  we used '
a l l  sor ts  o f  s t l cks  and s tones .  .1 r !

necessary  to  d lver t  a  b ig ; - .

(c )  The impor tan t  th ing  appeared to  be  to
a s  p o s s i b l e  -  h e n c e  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  f o r
work  a f te r  a  per iod  o f  th rowlng .

(d )  There  ls  abso lu te ly  no  danger  to  the  b i rds .  They  - . - .  ' , -
d j -ve  away f rom the  miss i le  wh lch  goes  nowhere  near  ;  . ,
them f ina l l y ,  There  was more  danger  to  o ther
o p e r a t o r s  a n d  t o  t h e  n e t s ,  

:
(e )  Once brought  down,  the  f locks  f lew low th rough una '  .  .  €

over  the  scrub .  We th rew f rom pos i t ions  about  th l r ty  , t
y a r d s  i n t o  t h e  t r e e l e s s  a r e a  a n d  n e t s  1 5 0  y a r d s
fur ther  on  took  la rge  numbers  o f  b i rds .  t l  . ,. '

( f )  F locks  ld f t  to  themse lves  f lew h lgh  over  a l l  ne ts  and
the  scrub ,  except  fo r  the  very  odd ind lv idua l  : , . . .

( S )  W h i l e  t h e .  d i r e c t i o n  o f  f i f g f r t  ( s o u t h  o f  t h e  w e s t  t o  
'

e a s t  I i n e )  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l . e
doubt  tha t  the  b i rds  fo l low the  r i ver  fo r  on ly  a  few
mi les  here  and tu rn  away to  a  genera l  nor th -eas t
d i rec t lon  as  the  r i ver  t , r rns  south ,  The l r  norna l  '
d i r e c t l o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  A . C . T .  i s  n o r t h - e a s t  a n d  f l i g h t b
in  th is  d i rec t lon  have bqen observed on  nany  occas j .ons
d u r i n g  t h i s ,  a n d  o t h e r ,  s e a s o n s .

( h )  M a x r s  n o t e s  r e g a r d i n g  f l o c k s  o f  W h i t e - n a p e d  H o n e y -
eaters  in  ear ly  May conf i rm ear l ie r  observa t ions .

th row as  h igh  -
the sedentary
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