
SEA-BIRDS AT CAPIi PORTLAND, TASMANIA.

John L tddy ,  R ivers lde ,  Tasmania .

Cape Por t land l . s  the  nor th -eas tern  t ip  o f  Tasmanla ,  and
there  are  four  smal l  l s lands  a  ml le  o r  so  o f f -shore  tha t  a re
used by  breed l r rg  sea-b i rds ,  The pos l t lons  o f  the  ls l -ands  are
shown on the  accompany ing  ske tch  map.  The ls lands  are  no t
sanc  tuar ie  s .

The names of Baynes and Maclean Islands have not been
of f l c ia l l y  ass lgned by  the  Nomenc la tu re  Board  o f  Tasmania ,
bu t  a re  found on  the  R.  A ,  N,Hydrograph ic  Char t ,  R lver  Tamar  to
B a y  o f  F l r e s ,  A u s t . I 5 I .  t P e l i c a n r  i s l a n d  i s  a  l o c a l  n a r n e ,
and the  is land appears  on  the  above R.A.N.  char t  as  an  lndef -
ln i te  shoa l .  Fos ter  Is land is  o f f t c ia l l y  ramed.
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Fos te r  I s l and  1s  t he  l a rges t - o !  l hg  i s l ands '  and  ac tua l l y
;i l I f f i f two roughly cqual isrets divided by a narrow
in innef  whlch can Ue wiaec i  a t  medlum to Iow t ide '  Tota l  area
i s a b o u t l 0 a c r e s , a n d m a x i m u m h e i g h t i s a b o u t 4 0 f e e t ' T h e r e
i i  i  ima f f  beach  on  t he  sou th -eas t - co rne r  wh i ch  p rov i 9g t  " , ,
oood  l and inq  p l ace ,  The  i s l and  i s  f a r t he r  o f f - sho re  t han  t he
; f i ; t - ; ; i ; ; i . ' i na - i .  i a r  t ess  access l b l e  i n  an  open  boa t  such
; ; - ; ;  ; ; " ,  The re  i s  a  s t r ong  and  po ten t i a l l . y  dange rous  cu r xen t
o i . r i no -U i , tween  t he  i i t ana  a i a  CapL .po r t l and .  Fos te r  l s l and
i ; - ; - i l ; " ; a i ng - i t a t i on  f o r  Pe r i can !  ( pe reca lus ,  co l i p i g i l l g l gq
W h i t e - f  a c e d  S t o r m - p e t r e l s  ( P e I a o q d T o m a , m g l i n a ) ,  ^ S h o t  t ; ] 3 , i f 9
Shearwaters ( puf f-1, nus -lc4t!@. ) and SiIver Gurls \ t'a.,S.9

t andmo f  Pac i f l c .  Gu l l  ( LaTus

i ; - 'c;ani ;"  iern ( t tvdroqlgene,cas?iq) ' ,  sootv 9y:! : l :
n o v a e - h o l l a n d i i e ) ,

c a t c n e r i ;teA chat (
A:Gffips-T06 pairs of Litt le Penguins
or' two ira ir s oi Cape Ba rren Gee se. (G.Ia l b i f r o n s  )  a n d  p e r h a P s

minor  ) .  One or  two PaEr . * . { . l : , . .  . y " - . : -  i " -  . - -  -  
Most  b reed ing  takest6 iEe-ho l land iae)  p robab ly  b reed there '

p l a c e n e a r t n " n o t r n - e a s t ' c o r n e r . a n d t h e s t o r m - P q t l e l s ' ^ p e l i c a n 3
5; ; - ; t { i ; ; - t i .a . -  (s t lo t t - ta i red shearwaters)  breed in  c l .ose -
o rox im i t v .  The .  S i l ve r  Gu I l s  b reed  nea !  t he  sou the rn  edge  o r
i ; ; " ; ; ; i L ; .  i ; i " t . -  Ve rv  l i t t I e  b reed ins  appea rs  t o  t ake .p l ace
on  t he  wes te rn  . i s l e t ,  excep t  f o r  pengu ins ,  The  two  r s re t s  a re
we l l  cove red  w i t h  t ussocks  and  sma l l  sh rubs '

L-,

t P e I i F a n  I s l a n d j . h a s  n o  o f f i c i a l  n a m e ,  a n d  r e c e i v e d  i t s  l o c a l

n a n e  b e c a u s e  p e r l c a n s  b r e d  t h e r e  r e g u l a r l y  u n t i l  a b o u t  1 9 5 0 '

" n " "  i n " v  t r a h s f e r r e d  t o  F o s t e r  I s l a n d ,  p r o b a b l y ,  d u e  t o ^ e x c e s s -
] , . ' v l  a r . r i i , ruance.  A t  h igh  t lde  the  is land is  perhaps  100 yards

b v  3 0  v a r d s ,  a n d  a b o u t  5  t o  6  f e e t  h i g h ,  l t  c o n s r s t s  m o s r r y
; i  ; ; . i . ; ; - * ig ' t  i i i t te  vegeta t ion  qxcept  Mesembrvanthemwn'  r t

i s  a  favoured breed i ig  . i " i i " . - f " i  Cr 'es teJ- iJ rn l  (S terna  berq i l )
i n a  s i f u " t  G u l I s ,  b u t - i s  n o t  u s e d  b y  b o t h  s p e c i e s .  e v e r y . y e a r '
O d d  p a i r s  o f  P a c i f i c  G u I I s ,  C a s p i a n  T e r n s  a n d  S o o t y  ( ) y s i e r -

i l t . [ " i . - " i s o  f i e e a  t h e r e . '  I t  i s  t h e  o n l y  i s ] - a n d  o f  t h e  f o u r

w i thout  pengu ins .  There  is  no  beach '  access  be ing  on to  rocKs '

Baynes Is IanC is  a  long nar row ls land,  about  400 yards  by  30-
66-Gfr-na has a maiimum height of about 20 f eet '  I t  con-
; i r i ; - ; ; ' . I u " . " i -n i r ro " I t  i onne6 tea  uv  row r idses ,  and  i s .wer l
v e o e t a t e d .  T h e r e  i s  a  s m a l l  b e a c h  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  a  g o o d . I a n d -

i i l " i i ; ; ; :  s i i " "" -cui ts and crested rern-s breed spasmodicalrv
on - t he  sou th -eas te rn  end  o f  t he  i s l and .  Pac i f i c  Gu l l s  nes t
ion i i i t "n t ty  arouno the top of .  a  h i l lock on the nor th-western
; ; ; ; ; ; .  Pe i i cans  i n - jma r r ' numbe rs  appea r  t o  b reed . i r r eg .u ra r l y
on -a - i t i r a l f  p l a t " " u  on  t he  wes te rn .end  o f  t he  i s l and '  Odd
u i "ua " i i - i n i r Ja "  t n "  cape  Ba r ren  Goose ,  Soo t y -oys te r - ca t che r ,
Wh i t e - f r on ted  Cha t  and  pe rhaps  I 00  pa l r s  o t  L i t t r e  Pengu rns '

Macl -ean Is land is  a  smal l  is land of  about  ha l f  an acre '  and is
ff i-T;;;t-ff ip"rtant of the four islands as a breedlng station.
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O d d  b r e e d e r s  i n c l u d e  t h e  P a c i f i c  G u I I '  G a s p i a n  T e r n ,  S o o t y .  ,
O y s t e r - c a t c h e r  a n d  p e r h a p s  5 0  p a i r s  o f - L i t t I e  P e n g u i n s ' .  T n e t e
i l - "  p o o t  s h r n g l e  b ' e a c h , - b u t  w e  g e n e r a l l y  l a n d  o n t o  r o c k s '

Th ls  season we (se l f ,  A tho l  and V lv  Dawe,  Ke i th  and Max 
i

ra rge i { ) - le i t  Launces ton  a f te r  work  on  Fr iday  '  November  30 th '
1 9 6 1 ,  a i r i v i n g  a t  C a p e  P o r t l a n d  a b o u t  9 , 3 0  p . m ' , .  w h e r e  w e  I
camped in  an  o ld  house fhere .  Shor t l y  a f te rwards  we bandec l
our ' f i r s t  b i rd  -  a  swa l low (H i rundo neoxena)  caught  in  a  land-
ing  ne t  as  i t  f lu t te red  around one o f  the  rooms.

S a t u r d a y  w e  w e r e  u p  a t  3 , 3 0  a , m ,  a n d  a f t e r  !  9 u i c k .  s n a c k ,
h a d  t h e  b o a t ' i n  t h e  w a t - e r  a t  4  a . m .  a n d  s e t  o u t  f o r  F o s t e r
i . t .na .  Surpr is ing ly  fo r  th is  corner  o f  Tasmania ,  the  sea was
ataa  ca f t ,  w i th  no-w ind  and,  even more  surpr is ing ly , .  the  weather
[ ; I ;  i ; ;  ihe  dura t ion  o f  our  s tay .  As  we .passed Pe l ica .n  rs land
w e  p u t  t o  f l i g h t  t w o  C a p e .  B a r r e n  G e e s e - a n d  s e v e r a r  n u n d r e q
d i a i t < - t a " e o  C 6 r m o r a n t s ' ( P h a l a c r o c o r a x  f u s c e s c e n s ) '  P e l i c a n s
were  or t  ma in  quar ry  on  Fos ter  Is land.  Here  they  are  no . t  o f ten
a i s i u r b e O ,  a l t h o u g h ' t h e  c o l o n y  w a s  s e n s e l e s s l y  d e s t r o y e d
ievera l  years  ago l  and is  p robab ly  a lways  a  po ten t ia l  source '
o f  c r a y f  i s h  b a  i t .

Th ts  vear  we were  lucky ,  and the  co lony  cons is ted  o f  20
la rqe  younq (wh ich  we banded) ,  about  I0  ha l f -g rown (bu t  too
; ; i i  i ; - ; ;na) ,  a [ou t  r0  nes i t ings  and about  r0 .  egg.s , .  severa l
o i - * f i i . n  w e r e ' c h i p p i n g .  P e l i c a n - c h i c k s  c a n  b e  h e r d e d  q u i t e

eas i l y  in to  a  comi -ac t -g roup y ! i9 !  can  be  cont ro l led  by  severa l
; ; ; ; ; ; "  m e r e l y  * o i i n g  6 u t  

' a  
r i t t l e  f r o m  t h e m '  o n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n

i [ ; ; ;  ; " . ;  f i ve  o f  u I  in  the  par tv ,  and on  land ins  two.  o f  us
i in - i f Jng- the  beach and pos i t ioned ourse lves  be tween the  co lony
ind  i f , "  6 " " ,  Twenty - f i vL  o r  so  o f  the  la rges t -ch icks .were  he l -d
in  a  q roup bY th ree  o f  the  par ty ,  wh i le  a  coup le  o t  s t raYs were
c o 1 I e 6 t e d ' a n d  b a n d e d .  T h e  c h i c k s  w e r e  t h e n  p i c k e d  o u t  o n e  b y
one and banded (o r  re leased i f  too  s rna l l  to  band)  '  and .  they
i i ien- fu tUe"ed back  to  the  v ic in i ty  o f  the  co lony ' -  1 - th ink .
t h a t  t h r e e  p e o p l e  c o u l d  r e a d i l y  c o n t r o l  p e r h a p s  6 0 - 1 0 0  p e l i c e n
J i i r i t J  l " - . ' g t ^ o u p ,  b u t  e x t r a  h l t p  t o  b a n d  w o u r d ,  o f  c o u r s e ' . b e
u; ; i t i .  vou iq  p 'e i i cans  have a  mbst  o f fens ive  odour  o f  s t ink -
lnq  f i sh ,  and a f te r  band ing  a  few,  a  lo t  o f  l t  c l ings  to  the
b a i d e r  a n d  h i s  a s s i s t a n t s .

T b e  c l i p  o n  t h e  N o . 1 7  b a n d s  f o r - p e l i c a n s  r e q u l r e s ,  a
s t ronq pa l r  b f  p l ie rs ,  and I  genera l l y  use  eng ineers  p l ie rs '
iounq 

-  
p 'e l  t .  ans  ,  

'  
and  probab ly  adu l ts ,  can  be  banded by  one-per -

i " "  6 v ' i u i t  i n g ' t h e  h e a d  a n d - n e c k  u n d e r  t h e  l e f t  a r m ,  p u l l i n g
i l .  U i r a v  c l o s 6  a n d  h o l d i n g  i t  b e t w e e n  t h e  l e f t  a r m  a n d  I e g ,
Js inq  the  le f t  hand to  ho id  the  pe l l can ts  leg  and to  rnan ipu la te
the  6and,  and us ing  the  r igh t  hahd fo r  the  p l ie rs '  .However
they  are  more  eas i l y  banded by  two persons  ( i t  poss lDre  ge t
io t l ,on"  " f "e  to  ho l i  the  b i rd ,  as  h -e  then co l ]ec ts  the  pe l i can

\-
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odour)  ,  Young pel lcans lunge wi th  oP:1, .b""b '  but  are un l ike ly

to  do damag",  un l " " " - f i t " - tn i  o f  the beak connects  wi th  an eye '

Dur lng  our  s tay  on  Fos ter  l s land '  we a lso  banded one

ic  GulI  runner "no oi i -"aui t  Stoim-petret !11T^"!?:p..ir?:"8ffi r"ii,"iJl'"ii ;;;';a"it-st"ii;q"11:r^ !l:"T^":?:i to
P a c l r r c  \ : u r r  r u r r r r s r  . . ' d  

n o t  c a r e  t o  s t a y
t u i i o * .  e x a m i n e d ;  n o  e g g s  f o u n d ) : .  * "  9 1  1  ^ - r  - ^ , i ^ - h  r ^ ^i:il:l' ";-i'il;";:i';; ;;: ;";; -;;' t:^i:.1:t, :?ori:': :il.';:l;i ; ; ; ; - " i  i he  pe t r e t  16oke rv  as  t he  p : t r , e r - and ,pe r r can - ' : : T ;

; ; i : ; - " ; ;  "J j " i "n t  "nd * " .w i re  anx iou?,1:^r : :  . t l :  :1Y: : . ,p" ' i -
: : l :" ; i ; ' ;" i ;" i i ' i ; ' """ i" i  naked n :str i i 'g:, . i1^:h:^::r"": : : A
c a r r 5  r e u u r r r  s v  

l c k  w a s  f o u n d  n e a r
r e c e n t l Y  ' J e a d  h a l f  - g r o w n  C a s p i a n  ' l : I 1 - t n  

e . r  r  . . ^ r  r : , !  t  t  a  a h r l Fif;:"lli: ffi::""i'l:;';;;i";"i:;; .''""ion' silY:I 9:.ll:-3p::::"d
t l ' ' . l i l "r l i ; ' ;" i ;"1";;" irv i"a there were about seventv esss'
bu t  no  nes t l i ngs  ox  r unne rs '

Pel ican I 's land was v ls l ted on the wav back '  and here we

banded I40 crested r ; ; ;  ; ; ; l i i ;s ; '  .There 'were a lso some 1000-

1500 eggs,  which * . . " io" t -un" ipEi t "a ' -as dur ing the prev ious

two seasons onry "o t " " ' i5O-t0o pa i rs .o f  terns had bred near

caoe por t land.  r t  ,n iu i i -ue- inTeiest ing^ io  know the source of

i f , ""=i i i i , ] - , '  
- i i th" 

i l l i " t [ t " i "  rsrand'-swan 1s]and and Gecrges
r i t . t .  

' " r f  
have  t e rn  l o l on i es  and  a re  poss i b i l i t i e s '

B a y n e s l s l a n d w a s n e x t v i s i t e d ' a n d a s w e a p p r o a c h e d ' w e
f lushed seven cape i i i t "n-Ce"se and about  I00 Black- faced Cor-

; ; ; ; ; i ; . - -we  naa ' t ons  su tp - t t ed  t ha t  a  pa i r  o f . cape  B " t : : n . ' '

c ! i " " "6 i "a  on  in ru  i iLana,  bu t  had !9 ,? Ioo i '  However '  on  tn rs

I IE" . r " i - , r " - iound rou i  na i r  g rown.gos l inos '  and managed to
block three of  them' i ;  ; - ; ; " i l  lu l iv  ana"uulv  banded them'  The

fou r t h  escaped  t o  . " i , ' [ u l  i [ i " 6  compan lons  i n  t he  boa t  t ook

up  t f r e  chase .  r ne  d " ! 1 i t 9  n " t a  i t t  b *n . f o r  nea r l v  t en  m inu tes

by d iv ing " r r " ry  . t t6-  lne 6oat  approached'  I t  appeared- to  d ive

s t ra iqh t  down ,  ro l r  and  somersa i l i t  and  then  sw im back  l n  t ne

; ; i l ; i i ;  i i i " i t i " "  r6 ' -auout  twentv-vards '  r t  appeared to  d ive

b1ind,  anc l  seemed " ; " ; " ; ; " ; ;  iJ " t  i ' r ' the pos i t io l '  91. !1"^ ! : " t
i f i i i i " i t - . t t i ; ; ; ; .  .  iventuat rv  i t  was-becominq exhausted ano

was then recovereo in-a r "na ing le t .and brou;ht  to  the is land

wl th  two large Paci i i . "cu i i - t i i i t [ i .  tnat  had i lso taken to  the

water .  The rat ter  t " i " fv - i i t  in^ the.water  whi le  they are

scooped up in  the r i ia in |  net '  on the is land we found and

banded four  more p" l i i i f "cu i is '  ana as we ref t  the is land we

ran down another  on" ' " * i * i in t -o f . f *shore about  50 yards '  banded

i t  and  re tu r r r ed  i t  i o " [ ne ' i s i and '  . Thus  t he  t o t a l  o f  Pac l f i c

GuI ls  bandea w".  seuln" ' - fn i t - * i t  far  less than expected. '  as

dur i  ng thc last  t *o ' ! " " tont - iuo" t  twenty  pa i rs  bred on the

i s l a n d .

On  Baynes  I s l and  I  a l so  saw .  a  ma le  Sa t i n  F l yca t che r
(Myia; ;a- ; i ;n" reu." i , .  

-Tn is  
mav-b:^T: : "  than co inc idence '  as

there was a temare o l  t f te  same specles on nearby Maclean Is land

dur inq the prevtous summer '  As we eventual lv  le f t  the is land '

an  adu l t  Cape  Ba r ren "G ; ; ; ;  r e t u rned '  and  l a t l r  we  saw  i t  l ead -
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i n g  t h e  f o u r  g o s l i n g s  a l o n g  t h e  c r e s t  o f  t h e  i s l a n d '

M a c l e a n l s l a r l d w a s t h e t a s t i s l a n d v i s i t e d . o n l y b i r d s
found were  severa l  Pengu ins . .

And thus  ended a  most  en joyab le  band ing- tour  o f  the  ,
i s r a n a ' s .  w e  a r r i v e d  n a . I  f o r -  l u n c h  a b o u t  1 , 3 0  p . m . ,  s u n - b u r n e d ,

t i r e d ,  v e r y  n u n g r y  a n d  s m e l l i n g  l i k e . y o u n g  p e l i c a n s ' .  , T h e  r e s t

o f  the  week-end was spent  f i sh ing  and c ray- f i sh inq  w i th  markec

s u c c e s s ,  O n  t h e  S u n d a y  t h r e e  s k u a s  \  s p e c r e s , /  , )  .
w e r e  s e e n  h . r r r a s s i n g  C r e s t e d  T e r n s  a s  t h e v  t i s h e d  t o r  s m a r r

. J i i i ^ i : t ' p e  f j . s h e s l  
- i f i . - i s  

t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  h a v e  b e e n  s k u a s

n e a r  C a p e  P o r t l  a n d .

AUTUMN BANDING OF MIGRATING YELLOW-FACED HONEYEATERS

M.  Murn ,  Canber ra ,  A ;  C.  T .

M y  f i e l d  e x p e r i e n c e s  d u r i n g  A p r i l  5 t h  a n d  7 t h '  I 9 6 3 '

,  con f l r i r  much o f  i l , i t i l - s t "ve  Wl ls6n  
' (1963)  

had to  say  on  f l lgh t
p i t t " tns  and behav iour  o f  m lgra t ing  honeyeaters '

I t  i s  cons idered tha t  the  type  o f  count ry  had much to  do
-  

w i th  l tu  io r rowing  inc ident  and tha t  i f  somewhat  s imi la r  te r ra in
.  i , " , ] ia  U"  founa e l6ewhere  in  the  pa th  o f  migra t ing  honeyeaters '

. ;  n e t t i n g  s h o u l d  b e  P o s s i b l e  t h e r e '

'  Through much o f  the  A.C.T '  the  Mur rumbidr ;ee  runs- in  a

a e e p  v J t r e !  t h r o i i g h  o p e n  r o l l i n g  g r a z i n g -  c o u n t r y '  . A  f e w  i s o l a t -

ea-6u t .  re i ra in  in - the '  open.  count ry  bu t  a Iong,  th :  i i .Y : I  
there  are

-  qood s lzed  gumg and she,oaks  w l th .  a  }ow scrub  o f  dwar f  wat t les '

l r e v i I  l e a s  a n d  t e a  t r  e e  s ,

T h e  s i t e  o f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  w a s  P i n e  I s l a n d '  o n  t h e

t , tu r rumbtdqee south  o f  Canber ra ,  and a t  the  ne t t ing  s i te  a  g roup
- /  o f  t " f t  t iees  s tands  a t  one end wh i fe  the  nex t  ta f l  t rees  are

i O O  V " i a t  u p s t r e a m .  H e r e  t h e  r i v e r  h a s  a  f a i r l y  h i g h  s a n d y  .  - - -
n in r ' i tou t  bo  v " i l .  " , ia "  wh ich  r i ses  then in to  a  s teep bare  h i l l ,

T h i s f l a t a n a t n e - u a s e o f t h e h l l l a r e s c r u b b y w i t h p a t c h e s o f'  
g r a s s .

On the  morn ing  o f  Apr i l  6 th ,  accompan ied  by  my w i fe '  son
'  

and daughter ,  I  wa i  mis t -ne t t lng  in  "h is  a rea  bu t  resu l ts  were
o o o .  u n i  s p l r i t s  t o o k  a  r e a l  d l i r e  a s  f l o c k  a f t e r  f l o c k  o f  Y e I I o w -
i r . " a " X " " l i ; ; i ; ; .  ( M e l i p h a o a  S h r v s o p s ) .  p a s s e d  o v e r h e a d  w e l l  c l e a r

of the nets. t t  waiT6Trff i-T6weveithat the birds f Iew low
i l o n o  t h e  s a n d v  r i v e r  b a n k ,  t h a t  i s  o v e r  t h e  s c r u b  a n d  g x a s s

[ l i * 3 " " ' t n " - i i i f  t r n e s  a t  e a c h  e n d  o f  t h e  n e t t i n g  a r e a ,  a n d  t h a t
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