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BIRD IN THE HAND

H,J.de S;Dlsney: ,  Aust ra l ian-Museun'  Sydney ' -
p .a* ing i -uy B,Bet t ram,  Aust ra l ian Museum Ar t  Dept '

Fiq .A. 'Th ls  shows the  name fo r  the  d i f fe ren t  par ts  o f . ' the^^
p Iumag e .

Seccndary  cover ts  =  Greater  w i r rg  cover ts  o f  o ther  au thors '

ou ter  =  Fur thes t  f rom the  b i rd rs  body '

Inner  Neares t  to  b i rd rs  bodYt

BI I I  =  UPPer  and lower  mand ib le '
curmen = th 'e r idse arong the top of  ! ! : .yPl" tm a n d L D I e ,

The Bird in the Hand
the toPogt: ' :aPhY of the bird
ments  a re  known,

R e c t l c e s
Remlges

Measur ements

can on l i  be  accura te ly  descr ibed i f
and the  s tandar :d  methods  o f  measure-

=  T a i I  f e a t h e r s .
= ilisnt f eathers ,0"*"1"t::n311,.".. 

) -

Measurements  o f  the  w ing ,  b l l l , . ta i l  and  ta rsus  are  used

t o  l nd i ca te  d i r re rences -ne i *6 "n  s im i la r  spec ies '  s "99 : "? l l ? : I
; ; . ; ; ; - ; ; ; ; . , -e io * in  i n  j uven i res ,  s rowth  o f  w inss  and  ta r rs
before  and a f  te r  mou l t ,

The measurements .  g iven  in  books  are  f rom museum spec imens
( " * . .p t - to i " r - rJ "g t l , i t " ind  l i ve  measurements  must  be  made in

: i l ; " : " * ; ; ' ; h " i - ; i i r - l t t " *  i o r  the  s r i sh t  sh r inkase  tha t  takes
p lace  in  the  dr ,Y  sPec imen '

ETTI T

f f ig .  The norrna l  procedure l -s  to-measure as fo l lows:L ' 5 ' - '  
" ,  s * " r l  b i r as ' i i o t - i i p  " f  t i I I  t o  whe re  i t  j o i ns  t he

sku } I .  r n f s -mav -n !  f t f aaen  by  b r i s t l e s  and  f ea the rs '
b .  BJ rds  o f  p re i  f r 6m  t he  ce re  t o  t i p  o f  b t I I '
c ,  ade rs  " no  i i nq ' [ i r i " i  n i t l t  f r om ' f ea the rs  t o  t i p  o f  b i l l

The d iv ide i t ' ^ i l , . i - i " -n ; l ;  ; t  that  the s ides of  the
oo ln t s  l " " i - on - i n "  o i f f  t i p  and  sku l l '  so  as  t o  avo id
inJur tng the b i rd '

This ls best done by the method laid down in the' i i "^ar" " t - " f  
Br i t lsh Bl rds.  To compare a wing neasure-

; ; ; ; - ; ; ; t - ;  I i ie  b i r . t  w l th  a  museuin measurernent '  i t  is

; ; ; ; . ; ; ; t  io - take the mln imum chord between the car-

; ; i - i ; i ; i  and  t i p  o f - l ons " ' t , l I i T? :Y t -  A  r u re r  w i t h  a

L too -a t  t he  end  makes  me i su r i ng  eas i e r '  A  t ape  i s
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a .

b ,

IABSII9
F,19. D.

c ,

used fo r  very  la rqe  b l ros  and the  measurement  made
a lono the  t rp i le r  su t face  o f  the  w lng '

pu l  i ih i r  unh i r  c losed w lng  w l th  the  s top  pressed
c e n i l v  a q t l n s t -  t h e  c a r P a l  J o l n t .

P ; ; ; ; - ;e ; i i y  " l rwn wt th  thumb on med ian  and second-
arv cover t  s .

r l te  DrLmar ies should l le  natura l ly  1n
" ' . r r le  and not  be s t ra lghtened a long

This 1s 'the measurement of the tarso -meta tar sa I bone'-Tf t i r - iu  
i io r  tn"  mlddle of  the back of  the heel  to

i 'n"-ro"."t  edse of the last "o'ot i l :  
i : :1".: ; : : : i

fhen mealiurlng l ive blrds the tal l  should be measured^l ' ; i l - i ; i - ;n 
t6 avold Injur lns the preen sl" lg '  one.

in6-  , i " i i t t "  d lv lders  is -p lacLd under .  the ta i l  cover ts
i na  i c * : . " ] t  t he  base  o f ' t he  t a l l ,  t he  o the r  end
iq i in l t  . . l re  t lp  o f  the longest  feather '

their normal 
-

the edge of the
r u l  e r .
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