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Pe ter  A I Ian ,  V ic to r ian  Orn i tho log ica l  Research  Group,

The no tes  on  band ing  o f  Spur -w lnged P lovers  (Lob ibvx  novae-
ho l land iae)  by  John L iddy  were  o f  cons iderab le  in te res t  to  many
V i c t o r i a n  b a n d e r s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  w o r k e d  o n r a '
survey  o f  the  spec ies  in  Southern  V ic to r ia ,  p r inc ipa l l y  on
Ph i l l i p  l s land.  Br ie f l y ,  the  two main  a ins  o f  the  V ic to r ian . .
survey  are :
( i )  t ;  t race  pa t te rns  o f  movements  by  the  spec ies  by  means o f

??li"i; ':t3i;nri"i"l:*::i:iroiil3'i"n","r rire history or the,
b l r d s  i n  t h e  P h i I I i p  l s l a n d  a r e a .

J
The pr imary  reason fo r  in t roduc lng  co lour -band ing  was

the  gener , : l  scarc i ty  o f  recover ies  ob ta ined to  da te ,  Th ls  i s
probab ly  occas ioned by  severa l  fac to rs .  No sa t is fac to ry  method
of  re t rapp ing  the  b i rds  except  in  the i r  b reed ing  area  has  been
d e v e l o p e d ,  a l t h o u g h  I  b e l i e v e . t h a t  m i s t  n e t t i n g  c o u l d  b e
success fu l -  in  some areas ,  The b i rd  i s  no t  sub jec t  to  no t iceab le
l a r g e  s c a l e  m o r t a l l t y  i n  c e r t a i n  l o c a t i o n s  o r  s e a s o n s  a s  i s
the  case w i th  some spec ies  o f  .seab l rds  and duck ,

However ,  as  a  runner  the  b i rd  can be  caught  and banded in
c o n s i d e r a b l e  n u m b e r s ,  T h e  b i r d  i s  f a i r l y  c o n s p i c u o u s ,  e a s i l y
recogn ised and a lso  appears  to  th r ive  in  popu la ted  areas ,  I t
was  thus  cons idered tha t  marked b i rds  cou ld  be  seen by  obser -
vers  par t i cu la r ly  i f  pub l i c i t y  was  g iven to  the  scheme,

:
The scheme has  accord ing ly  been deve loped on  these ] ines ,

and a t  p resent  band ing  is  in  p rogress  w i th  th ree  co lours  in
th ree  separa te  a reas  ln  V ic to r la .  In  the  las t  two seasons
approx imate ly  I50  p lovers  on  Ph i l l l p  Is land have been banded
wi th  dark  b lue  r ings .  Severa l  b i rds  banded in  the  f i rs t  season
were  seen the  fo l low ing  year ,  bu t  to  da te  on ly  on  the  Is land.
In  1962 co lour -band ing  was ex tended to  the  Gee long-Co lac  area ,
inc ludrng  the  BeI la r ine  Pen insu la ,  and ' lo  the  western  area
centered  around Por t  Fa i ry  to  Caster ton ,  To ta ls  o f  30  b i rds
were  recorded fo r  bo th  d is t rd -c ts  in  sp i te  o f  in te r rup t ions  due
to  r l lness  o f  some o f  those tak ing  par t .  A I I  p lovers  in  the
three  areas  ment ioned are  banded w i th  a  co lour  band on  the  le f t
l e g ,  a n d  a  C . S . 1 . R . O .  b a n d  o n  t h e  r i g h t .  A n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n
coLour  band ing  in  these areas  is  inv i ted  to  contac t  me fo r
fu r ther  i  n f  o  rma t  ion .

O n e  f e a t u r e  o f  L i d d y t s  b r t i c l e  w a s  h i s  d e t a i l e d  e x p l a n a t r
ion  oJ '  ca tch inq  young p lovers  by  car .  Th is  l s  very  s imi la r
to  Lhe methods  evo lved independent ly  on  Ph i l l i p  Is Iand.  The
u l t imate  sys  tem wh ich  had been deve loped by  the  end o f  the  1962
sed: ron  invo lved four  opera tors  us ing  a  Ho lden s ta t ion  sedan.
One member  ac ted  as  dr rver  and spot te r ,  another  sa t  bes ide  h im as
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d i rec tor  and recorder ,  and the  o ther  members  s tood on  the  i .
l ; ; ; iue  ta l lboard ,  wnere  uy  the i r  add i t iona l  he igh t ,  thev  ' ;
cou ld  see in to  paddocks  h idden to  o thers  by  1ow tea  t ree  and
roads ide  gorse  bushes .  Young b i rds  up  to  250 yards-  f rom the
road were  loca ted  and caught ,  Large  nes t  t raps  cou ld  be
eas i l y  hand led  and pos i t ioned by  the  group.

L iddy  does  no t  ment ion  the  ca tch ing  o f  adu l t -p lovers  -  .
us inq  nes t  t raps .  We have found th is  methor . l  f  a i . r l y  e f fec t i ve '
hav i iq  cauqht  

-50  
adu l ts  by  i t '  Care fu l  examinat ion  a f te rwards

ind ic ; ted  io  deser t ion  tha t  cou ld  be  a t t r ibu ted  to  t rapp ing  in
th is  m. rnner .  However ,  i t  i s  fe l t  tha t  g rea t  care  and e f f i c -
iency  is  necessary  in  the  hand l ing  o f  t raps  and b i rds .  A

Our  records  suppor t  the  mor ta l l t y  ra te  no ted  by  L iddy .  u

Of  f i f t yseven nes ts -  
-examined 

in  one season '  fo r tyseven conta in -
ed  c lu tches  o f  four  eggs ,  seven conta ined cLutches  o f  th ree  '  \ '
two conta ined c lu tches  o f  two and one nes t  had f i ve  egqs  in  i t ,
The loca l i t ies  o f  fo r tys ix  o f  these nes ts  were  rev is i ted ,  and
on ly  four teen adu l t  pa i rs  w i th  young were  found.  E igh t  o f  ^
t h e i e  c . L u t c h e s ,  t o t a i l i n g  e i g h t e e n  y o u n g ,  r e a c h e d  t h e  a g e  o f
th ree  to  four  v reeks .  Subsequent ly '  one c lu tch  o f  two and
another  o f  th ree ,  van ished w i thout  t race  and we es t imated o
f l n a t l y  t h a t  o n l y  e l g h t  y o u n g  r e a c h e d  f l y i n g  a g e ,  t h e  n e t
pxoduct  o f  over  I50  eggs .

A breed i  ng  pa i r  w i I I  o f ten  cont inue to  lay ,  i f  unsuccess-
fu l  ,  up  to  th ree  or  four  t lmes i f  necessary .

Or ig ina l l y  I  cons idered tha t ' Ia rge  sca le  movement  ove t  '1
Iong d is {ances  may be  under taken by  the  p lovers .  As-ye t - th is
has"not  been suppor ted  by  band ing  recover ies '  Deta i l s  o f  the
two longes t  recbver ies  t6  da te  appeared in  the  December ,  1962,
issue of rrThe Bi-rd Bandertr.

Apart from l lo.080*69928, we have had six other recoveries
f rom Ph l t l tp  Is land,  a I I  w i th in  yards  o f  the  } :and ing  po in t . -
F i .ve  were  b inded as  runners '  bu t  the  s ix th  was an  adu l t ,  k i l l ed
bv  a  car  o r rLy  50  yards  f rom the  nes t  on  wh ich  i t  had been band- '
ed  t *o  woekr ,  p rev ious iy .  I t  appeared tha t  the  surv iv ing  parent

, r (As  th t ,  au thor  rea l i . ses ,  the  t rapp ing  o f  adu l ts  a t
t h e  n e s t ,  o f  a n y  s p e c i e s ,  i s  a n  a c t  o f  m a J o r  i n t e r -

.  fe rence wh ich  shou id  neve: :  be  under taken l igh t ly .  In
a  spec i .es  such as  the  present .  o l9 '  i I  i s  adv isabLe
to  t rap  b i rds  on ly  a f  t -e r  incubat ion  is  we l l  es tab-t o  t rap  b i rds  on .Ly  a t te r  l ncuDar lon  ] . s  wer r  es rap -
I ished' ,  when the inst inct i .ve uxge io return to the
nest  l s  s t rong.  I t  l s  a lways  impor tan t  to  ensure
tha t  adu l ts  a re  no t  kep t  too  long f ron  eggs '  o ther -
w i s e  d e s e r t i o n  m a y  o c c u r .  -  E d i t o r .  )
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wi:  ha..re ol :  l " ; i  ned

the 'chrec Young '  but on our next
o{  them.

Fel:rtrary,

,  Oc  iober  t

o | t : ; r ' , . ; . t  I i o r l 1 ;  t r l ( l i c a . l . e  
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r ) o  t i r r r r r . ( , l l  L  r u , r  L i : r  o  - i , ,  , ; u , u n t , - . i  . t i l d  , - r l l t u m  l ,  p a r t i t : u l a r l y  i n  d ; y

i : l ; ; , i ; ' i l , r ' r , , .  
' -  

i t , " r "  r t ( . , d s t  i n  mauy -cases ,  o ) : v i o ' ' r s l y .  do .no t

l , i ; ; ; ; " ;  i " l i i , , t '  u i i n , i i t . - i n -L r t "  u re "d i ' r ' 1  seaso ' '  and  t i r e  d i s t ance

t . r : a v e  I  l e c l  u y  s o n l c  r - - t t A u  i o u f  l - : ' e  c ' l i r s i d e ' e b l o '  T h e  i i i c r e a s e  i r t

n r i m c c r s  a 1  ! c .  r  , . , " , , " I i t u i - b : : e e t l i n g  s e a s c n  i n  I i m i t e d  a r e a s

s u c '  a s  p h i I  I j p  f  s  L a n , i l ' m u s t .  r . e s u f i  j . i r .  s c m e  l : i r c j s  l e a v i : r t l  t h e i r

n a l - . r . 1 .  : r e a  t o  { e c d  . " . j ' r t i " " i ' -  M o t "  i n i e n s i ' r e  r a n d i n : '  a n d  a t t

inc teas t : t i  : r r r ' , cov€r r |  'o i l t t ' - ' - - t i l t - i " ' " i t i t t t t ' ' '  
' i o  tes  t  ihese t i reor ies

1 r . r l J i , .

SIX YETIRSI SIL\TEREYE BANDING - irN irl'lALYSl9

I  .  B r . i d  I  eY ,  SYdr : cY  '

. l ' o  
suo r  t en r r : r : t  D .M '  lVa  t  ke  r ' '  s  l  l '  l : e tes  t i ' n t ;  o ' ose l " ' r  t i o l :  - . . -

t e i " a ' i l " : ' i - : ' . " i ; i . i . - N ; . 3 ,  P : i 6 ) '  i Y . ' i : l : ' f  i d  r  n r c s e n t  o ' r :

rili: f; "i:f t:l ;": i't * i ll.i t l; :ili:;",!i" : ::l:t:,' i;:' :liil :
l i " , i l j a " i i r i - " " r , " - tc : i - , r i ; ; ; . '  , r r l - [ i - r . rs  invo lvec  ' " , r r : re  t rapped
i ; -  i i t ;  

' i i r-d.r,  
o i  No. '1i '  I  l . r-rka l ioad '  Mosman'

Ln  1956 v , r * r  handed,  v r i th  I  nd iv idua I  ̂ ; c lour  s  cn !y '  -30
I ' i r as , " " i , i - i i i i ,  "  r ' " - . ' i t i t v - ' l 9 lE  we .  have  c ' s '  t 'R 'o '  banded  as

if :ilt'ii:r;!i; ";:;;':lil:,n:l ::i:":: i:' ;1"'ll.i.,''ill;311'"'
" .1 i . '  . , r  

" . lO  
, r i rc ls  .  i ' t  i t j sg  and 1962 '  Ie  an  a  I  te rnp t  to  take '

, , . , . r . . i i " r t l  v  t  .  p  i  i :  o  u  n  t -  o  i  i  "  u  i " *p t  t : s '  w€ t raootd  tc r  co loL ' : ; - l :and-

i  u  r  r . , v r . ' r  Lhr :  per iod  i " l " - ;u f  y '  bo  October  "  i l i  th  o r r :  b  j  r : c i  taker ' '

I  l t  I t l : " t : m ^ t t ' 1 .

sc . rsor ls  s i rn i la r lY  ic  \ \ l ' r  I  kc r
Novenr-rer ,  Decemrrer '  Jal lualY '
M a r c h ,  t r P c i l  '  M a Y  .
J r t n t ;  a n d  P a r  t  J u L Y ,
1 , ,  t . :  Ju l  y ' ,  A , r . ;us t  ,  S i :P  i :ember

th l  I  o l .  Iowi nE !e su.t.  ts :

S c a s o n

Win ter i
Spr  ing
Summer

To' i :aI:
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