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Mis t  ne t t lng ,  because 1 t  p rov ldes  an  oppor tun i ty  to
hand le  a  var le ty  o f  spec les  o f  b l " rds ,  Is  an  aspec t  o f  b l rd -
banding which has an irrnedlate appeal to nost peop-le lnter-
es ted  ln  b l rds .  In  Aus t ra l la  and lndeed ln  Eng l ish  speak ing
count r les  1 t  l s  a  new techn ique,  bu t  nany  thousands o f  b i rds
have now been taken.for banding purposes !y thfs method and.,p
i t  l s  now poss ib le  to  make some ear ly  eva lua t ions .  ;

What is the real value of rnlst nett lng? As a nethod of
taklng blrds for bandlng i t  has advantages over other methods
such as  t rapp lng  ln  tha t  the  ne ts  p rov lde  nob l l l t y ,  be ing  so
eas l l y  car r led  or  noved f rom p lace  to  p lace ,  and nany  f ree
f ly lnq  b l rds  a re  caught  Inc lud lng  spec les  no t  read l l y  t rappedd.

An obvlous polnt with thls as wlth other nethods of
taklng birCs ls the lmprovenent ln the banderrs knowledge of
the specles of hls area and whlle this ls an funpor tant thing
for  the  lnd iv ldua l ,  I t  l s  no t  a  rea l  benef l t  to  the  Scheme.

I t  fo l lows a lso  tha t  so  fa r  as  the  Aus t ra l lan  B l rd -Band-
thg Scheme 1s concerned there is somewhat l tmited value ln the'mlst netter uorklng a long way from home on an odd occasion to
band a few birds of specles new to hlm, The recovery rate on
nost passel lnes ls very low and the real value 1n this act iv-
1ty is to the indlvldual. Posslbly thts is best regarded as arrrnl.s t  netterts hol ld.aytr and as such has a real value, I f  how*
ever  the  d ls tan t  a rea  is  worked fa l r l y  regu ia r ly ,  as  l s  be ing
d6ne w l th  a  few proJec ts ,  the  mat te r  becomes qu l te  d i f fe ren t
as the bander hlnself wl l l  secure lmportant retraps.

While dlstant recoveries fron which real- knowledqe wll l
accrue  are  the  ch le f  obJec t tve  o f  nos t  banders ,  w l th  fasser lnes
and a l l led  spec i -es  the  chances  are  very  low.  However  i t  l s
only by bandlng large mrnbors of lndlvlduals of mlgrant species
that we can cone to know somethlng of the detal l  of their . .b*"+
movements. This then ls a worthwhiJ-e target, but the chance*'
o f  tha t  good d ls tan t  recovery  a re  so  s l lm tha t  th ls ,  as  a  ,
s o l l t a r y  o b J e c  t l v e ,  l s  n o t  s u f f l c i e n t  t o  J u s t l f y  a l o n e  t h e , , i
enormous cxpendlture of effort that ie lnvolved.

Some migrant specles tend to f lock to some extent durlng
the non-breedlng season and concentrat ions do occur in many
d ls t r l c ts  ch le f l y  In  the  v lc ln l ty  o f  food p lan ts .  Pro f l tab le
hauls can be taken by mlst net ln these clrcr.rmstances. Honey-
eat€rs  concent ra te  a t  tLmes to  feed on  f lower lng  shrubs  such
as  grev t l leas  and banks ias .  B lackber r les  p rov ide  food fo r
qulte a nrrnber of migrant specles durlng thelr seabon. These
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a re  a  { tw  proved examples  where  la lge-number  o f  b l rds  have
been mls t  ne tbed ln  a lsoc ta t lon  wt th  food p lan ts  buJ '  i t  I s
ioi tn" lndJ.vldual to f lnd out u,hat occurs ln his own area
and caOl ta l l se  lhe  knowledge as  bes t  he  can,  I f  a  migra t -
ion  o f 'a  oar t l cu la r  spec les  occurs  In  a  cer ta in  d ls t r l c t
each year, mlst nett lhg durlng the appropria te -perlod over
a  per iod  o f  severa l  years  shatu ld  g ive  very  p ro f i tab le
I ni o rma t 1on.

Tlr;ere remains one more lmportant aspect of -rnlst nett lng
and tt  ls considered that in thls polnt the rear varue ot
ihls method l les. Thls ls the question of worklng one area
or a serles of areas on a re,. lu1ar basis over an extended
per lod .

Band lnq  an  ind lv ldua l  bLrd  appears ,  o f  l t se1 f ,  to  be  o f
relat lvely i l t t te lmportance'.  The- recoveries are the things
i iJm wtrt i f t  knowledge'comes. By bandtng regularly in the one
area a mtlst netter could reasonably hope to recover sometnrng
t"- i t t"  oiaer of at least 25 per cent o? his banded birds of
ihat irea. The f lgure wlII  Vary greatly dependlng on the
type of area belng wolked. 

r
Fron these retraps a vast amount of lnformation can be I

ob ta ined.  We know re ia t l ve ly  l l t t le  o f  p lumage changes.  and
l l fe hlstorles of many of our"quite well  known species ln-
cludlng many of those wtth dls{tnct lve adult rnale plumage'.

i i -no{6. lar" t"ken of the plunrage of birds while they are ln
hand, later captures of su-ch lnaividuals wiII  provide lnfo,rm'
at lon rergardin-g the detal ls and t lmlngs of the changes' Mlnor
dif  f  eren-ces beiween nale and female 1n specles where the sexes
are slmllar can also be determined.

An iL lus t ra t ion  can be  g lven o f  the  use  to  wh ich  mis t
netttng can be put, A tegular survey Is being carr ied out
over a-three yeir period on a smalL area of mountain country
i i - in -a r t i tude  o f  hpprox ina te ty  3 '300 to  3 ,700 f t '  The survey
s tar ted  on  the  bas t i '  o f  a  count  o f  a I I  b i rds  o f  a l l  spec ies  to
detenulne whlch are resident, mlgratory and nomadic in that
t i i i t i t v .  The ass is tance o f  a  n ls t  ne t te r  was  sought  and now
the two 'ac t lv i  t les  have been combined fo r  a  cornmon purpose '

Desp l  te  the '  u tmost  care  ln  the  count  i t  l s  usua l  fo r  the
nets  to  idd  ono or  two spec les  to  the  dayrs  l i s t '  an9  occas ion-
aLIv  fo r  more  b i rds  o f  a -  par t i cu la r  spec ies  to  be  taken by
ine 'ne tu  than have been s 'eer r .  A  few new spec les  fo r -  the  area
l iave  f l rs t  been seen in  the  ne ts .  By  reason o f  regu la r .  re -
traoolnq of individuals over the Iong period lnvolved, inform-
i t i -o -n  t6  b" l tg  accumula ted  wh lch  w i l l  be  lnva luab le  when the
f lna l  ana lys is  o f  the  survey  is  done,
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SIn l lar ly ,  regular  net t lng of  se lected areas cannot  fa l l
brinq to I iqht in "normous irnount of lnterestlng naterlal.
t t t "  i " iu"  o i  bandlng l les  1n the re t rapplng '  th is  appeaxs
fi"-tn" means by whiah the greatest number of retraps can
achleved krY mist nettlng.

Warren Hitchcock has lnforned us that the specles and
NOTE: numbers of blrds caught. bv mist=nFl durlng tne rast

two bandlng years have been as forrows :

The flnal analysls and publicatlon. of much of the lnforn-
atlon'wouia- ipp""i io be a mitter for the lndividual rather
in i "  f " i  C.S. i ' .n .o '  and th is  ls  cons idered proper '  I t  would
i " - " " iv -ar i i i i " r i - ro ,  one person to  do a deta i led analys is  o f
work done bY ano ther.

One f lna l  po ln t :  there does appeai  to  be an opt imum
oerlod ln the matter of mist, nettfhqr in one area' During
i l i " " i t i " t is  e tc . ,  where there is  a  f low of  b l rds through an
i "E i l -n t : t t tng could be carr led out  da l ly '  Where the area
undei  revtew- ls  one ln  whlch a fa l r ly  l i rge populat ion,  o f
b l r d s l s r e s l d e n t l t l s c o n s l d e r e d u n w i s e t o d l s t u r b t n e a r e a
[u -n " t i i nq  t oo  f r equen iLy .  L l t t l e  no t i ce -appee rs  t o  be , t aken
oi '  nets  whi  ch are ln  pos l t lon for  say har t  a  day at  a  a lme'
i t  woul  d  appear  howev 'er  f rom the somewhat  I lml ted exper ience
; ;  i ; ; - ; " ; i i ;a ie  that  l t  woul 'd  be undesi rab le  to  net  res ldent
l i" i i-tot" irequently than once in about three weeks' Many
li"ae". '"oufd dherefire be able to conduct thls forn of sur'
vey ln nore than one alea.

1960-6r
1961-62

165 spec les
l-92 sFectts

5,560 lndtvlduals banded
14,235 tr tl

Sorne o f  the  le t te rs  we rece lve  conta ln  passages-wh ich ,
are  much too  ln te res t ing  to  keep to  ours€ Ives '  lne  to r rovu lng
i . - "n  " i t " " i t  f to t  a  le i te r  wr i i ten  to  our  Secre tary - - las t
o" toU" i  bv  Derek  Stone:  Derek  was , then teach ing  .a t  

"T imber -

i ; ; ; ; - ;  u i r r t  o t  Gee long Granmar  Schoo l  ma in la ined nea!  Mans-

f l ' e f d .  V l c t o r i a .

rr I  enclose als,o a back copy- of the .magazlne put out by

thls bianch of the Geelong school 1n order that you maY apprec-
i l l ;  ; [ ; t  *" are trYlng t6 do with the ]35 f l f teen. year old
; ; ; ;  ; i i ; - spend o te  io* f r " te  schoo l  year  here '  r r imber topr  l s

2 0 0  m l l e s  N . E .  o f  G e e l o n g .
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