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In  the  Th i rc l  A i rn i ra , l  Repo l t  o f  the  Aus t ra l ian  B i rd
Band ing  S( :heme ( :u ty  tgS6 , to  Jun.e  1957)  i t  i s  no ted  tha t  s ix '
i " " n - E i t t e t n  S i i . v e r e y e s  ( Z b s ; t e r o p s  I a t e r a l i s )  h a d  b e e n - b a n d e d
a u r l n g  t h e  y e a r ,  b r i n g i n q  t h b  g r a n d  t o t a ]  t o  t h i r t y o n e l -  A
fur ther  B l  were  banded in  1957-58.  But  we have come a-  Iong-way
s in" "  t i r "n ,  When a  group o f  Sydney b i rd .  banders  in  Ju Iy  1956 '
i i ' i t " a  o n  t t e  S i . l v e r e y e  i s  a  s u i t a b l e  s u b j e c t  f o r  a  I a r g e  s c a l e
i o - o p e r a t i v e  b a n d i n g  p r o j e c t  t h e y  p i c k e d  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e y  k n e w '
i h e  i m m e d i a t e  r e a s o n  i o r  t h e  c h o i c e ,  w a l ;  o f  c o u r s e '  t h e  f a c t
i t ' i t  . "nu  o f  the  b i rds  in  the  w ln te r  f locks  seen around Sydney
a f p e a . n O  t o  b e  o f  t h e  T a s m a n i a n  f o r m .  M o s t  A u s t r a l i a n  o r n i t h -
o i b g i s  t  s  n o w  a c c e p t  t h i s  a s  a n  e s t a b l i  s h e d  f a c t ,  t h o u g h  r t i I I

I i s i  m o n t h  t h e r e  i v a s  o n l y  o n e  i n t e r s t a t e  r e c o v e r y  t o  p r o v e  t h e
p o i n t  ( B i l l  L a n e r s  l u c k v  0 I 0 - 0 6 8 8 7 ) .

' H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  i s  o n l y  t h e  9 i 1 t  o n  t h e  g i n g e r  b r e a d '
O n e  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  S i l v e r e y e  a s  a  s u b j e c t
i s  t h a t  i t  l s ' o n e  o f  t h e  e a s i e s t  o f  s m a l l  b i r d s  t o  c a t c h ;  i t
i s  a l s o  e x t r e m e l y  a b u n d a n t .  T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  m o s t  b a n d e r s  c a h
i o o n  r u n  u p  a  g u i t e  r e s p e c t a b l e  t o t a l  o f  b a n d e d  b i r d s  '  a n d  i f  '

t h e y  t r a p  c o n s i s t e n t l y  i n  t h e  o n e  s p o t '  t h e y  c a n - e x p e c t  a  r e g -
u l a r  t e t u r n  o f  r e t r a p p e d  b i r d s  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t .

W h e n  I  b e g a n  b a n d i n g  S i l v e r e y e s  i n  1 9 6 0 '  i t  w a s  w i t h
v i s i o n s  o f  d r a m a t i c  i n t e r s t a t e  r e c o v e r i e s .  H o w e v e r  '  I  s o o n
f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  s t e a d y  i n t e r e s t  i n  b a n d i n g  S i l v e r e y e s  i s  i n
t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  I t  i s  t r u e  o f  a l m o s t  a n y
s t u d y  o n e  t a k e s  u p ,  t h a t  t h e  m o r e  o n e  g o e s  i n t o  i t '  t h e  m o r e
t h e r e  i s  t o  b e  f o u n d  o u t '  S i l v e r e y e s  a r e  n o  e x c e p t i o n '

The w in te r  f locks  are  made up o f  b i rds  o f  a  g rea t

j v a r i e t y  o f  p l u m a g e s
one s tud i  es  them.

,  w h i c h  s e e m  t o  b e c o m e  m o r e  c o m p l e x  t h e  m o r e
H o w  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s  c a n  b e  r e c o g n i s e d ?

We,may assume tha t  lnc l i v ic lua ls  whrcn  we re t rap  rn
M a r c h  a n d  a g a i n  l n  S e p t e m b e r  a r e  } o c a l l y  b r e d  b i r d s ;  t h e s e
n e a r l y  a l l  h a v e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  b r i g h t  y e l l o w  t h r o a t s  a n d  1 i 9 h

W e , m a y  a s s u m e  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h i c h  w e  r e t r a p  i n
March  and aqa i

t y p i c a l  " T a s m a n i c u s r r  w i t h c k  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  e y e s ,  p a l e

M a r c h  a n c l  a g a l n  l n  S e p t e m b e r  a r e  r o c a l r y  D r e o  D r r o s ;  r n e s e
n e a r l y  a l l  h a v e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  b r i g h t  y e l l o w  t h r o a t s  a n d  l i g h t
b r o w n  o r  f  a w n  r f  l a n k s .  M a n Y  o f  u s  a r e  a l s o  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e
t v o i c a l  r r T a s m i n i c u s r r  w i t h  b l a c k  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  e v e s ,  p a l e
g r e y  t h r o a t  a n d  b r i g h t  c h e s t n u t  f l a n k s '  B u t  w h a t  o f  t h e  d r a b ,
g r e y - g r e e n  b i r d s  w i t h  I i t t I e  c o l o u r  o n  t h e  t h r o a t ,  a n d  g r e y -
b r o w n  f l a n k s ?  o r  t h e  " T a s m a n o i d ' r '  b i r d s  w i t h  y e l l o w  t h r o a t s ?

Bl l I  Lane has  shor ryn  tha t  some o f  the  migran ts  a re
r e m a r k a b l y  c o n s t a n t  i n  t h e i r  m o v e m e n t s ,  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r :  y e t
a t  t h e  e n d  o f  , m y  t h i r d  w i n t e r ' s  t r a p p i n g  I  c a n  s a y  t h a t ,



thouqh I  have caught  qu i te  a  number  o f  b i rds  o f  the  Tasmanian

i l ; ; : " . ; t ; " i  * [ i i n  were  re t rapped , repea tea ly  l o I  ' t o ' "  19 : l i
i i T " i  [ i " J rng ,  the  on rv  u i ta  o i ' t n l s  i vpe  wh ich  I  have  cauqh t

; i i ; ' " " ; ; ; ; " [ut 'on i r r ' i  previous season'was I6054'  banded two

; ; ; ; r " " ; ; i i e l : uv -e i r ' r - i a i re  a t  Nor th  Rvde '  f i ve  m i res  awav '

T h e  m i g r a t i o n  p i c t u r e  t o o  i s .  v e r y  c o m p l e x  '  E v i d e n c e

has been obrained u" i i l " t f i i i - i i i r "n ian_uird i  com'e to sydney,  and

in i t - i " i . " -u i i au  t ro * - t te  cen t ra r  New.sou th  wa les  coas t  9o  to

O, j ! " " . i " . d ,  bu t  these  a ie  on ly  the . f i r s t  p ieces  in  a  ve ry  com-

i i i i " t "a  j i g -saw puzz le  o f  movement '

T h e  S i l v e r e y e  p r o j e c t  i s  n o w . e n t e r i n g  a  v e r y

i n t e r e s t i n g  p h a s e .  i i t " n i t t  i o  t h e  s t e a d y  w o r k  o f  a  I a r g e  n u m b e r

; ; " ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ;  
' i o m e  

j u s i " t r i p p : ' n s  s t e a d i l v ' i n  t h e i r  o w n  b a c k  v a r d '

" i r , " i ' r - i " " i u .  t i ng - r i r t -ne i ' i " , i p " i9ns .  on  an  amb i t i ous  sca le '  we

have  now  bu i l t  up  "  
' q " i t "  - subJ i " n i i a t  

popu la t i ' on  o f  banded  
,

b i r ds .  A  g rand  t o t " i - o i - : u l i - on  r " u .n '  t i r ousand  s i l ve reyes  have

[ i " i - u "na "a  i n  t he  6vOn"v - " t " "  Yp . t o  Augus t  3 l s t  o f  t h i s  yea r

a l one ,  and  a  l a rge  6 i i l j " i t r " ; - o f - t h " t "  i r e  p robab rv  s t i l I  a t

I a r g e .

I t  i s  c l ea r  t ha t  t o  da te  we  have  been  band ing

cons ide rab l y  t as te r ' i h i n - t u i i i i i " n t  t o  make  up  t he  r osses  due

to  na tu ra l  mo r t a l i t y . " - i f , " - i " t r i i  i s  t t t " t  t he ' banded  popu la t i on

has  now  reached  " , i r .  i i i i t -  i i  beg inn i no  t o  pay  i nc reas i ng  d i v i -

dends  i n  t e rms  o f  r " i i r " i i " . - i " * " i  f t o * -po i n t  6 f  band ing ' r '

As  B i I I  Be l t on  has  showr i  a t  T i an j a ra '  i t  i s  ?9 : : i b l "
t o  go  ou t  i n  t [ "  uu i n ,  comp le te l y - " I ?L f t o t  whe re  any  o the r

bande rs  have  wo rked  -  and  i e t r ap  a  b i r d  banded  a  coup le .o f .  hun -

i i " i " i i r ! i - ; * ; t .  T h i s - i s  i t i r r ' " n  l s o l a t e d  e x a m p l e ,  b u t  t h e
i r r " i . " - " i - ao i n6  t n i t  i s  much  g rea te r . t han  i t  was  two  yea rs  ago '

and  re t r aps  o " . * " . n ' . i i t i ; ; ;  i "  t he  immed ia te  v i c i n i t v  o f  9vdney

a re  becom ing  i nc reas i n i i v - t [ e -o rad r  o f ,  t he  day '  Ano the r . f ac to r

o f  v i t a l  impo r t ance  i s ' i i t a t  i a sman lan  bande rs ' a re  a t  I as t  ge t t i ng

busv .  Un t i . l  r ecen t r v - t f t l - iUsen i ' e  o f  anv  wo r t hwh i l e  numbe rs  o f

; ; i l ; . " ; ; ; - ; " ; ; ; ;  i ; ' r i s , i " i l i - t ' i i rbeen i  ser ious  eap - in  the
p roJec t ,  so  t ha t . t h ;  ; ; ; ; - t [ " t - ' i o r ' n - i i adv  had  cha l ked  up  a  t o t a l

o f .  427 b i rds bandei - " i - l "u t i . " i ton in  Febiuary and March of  th is

; ; " ; ; ' " n i - t n "  " v i aen ie  ; ' ^ i ; ; a  band ine  wo rk  bv  R '  H '  G reen  and

6 .  r .  me ta rum ( see  page  I 2 f  a re  i ndeed  we l come '

Wax ren  H i t chcock  has  k i nd l y  p rov i ded  t he  t o t a l s  o f

s i l ve reyes  u " i i " a -  i ^ - i a sm in i a  du r i ng ' t he  I as t  t h ree  band ing  yea rs

ih;-ri;i,;;.;."; l:l:?B t: 38:t:l? ,ZZ
I - ? - 6 I  t o  3 0 - 6 - 6 2  8 I 0

T h e r r :  i s  t h e r e f o r e - n o * - i  t " i t  p t o t p " c t  o f  a  t w o - w a y  t r a f f i c  i n

U " n A i n S  r e c o v e r i e s  b e t w e e n  T ' s m a n i a  a n d  t h e  m a i n l a n d '

6 .



A s  y e t  I  h a v e  s a i d  n o t h i n q  a b o u t  t h : - : 1 t " 1 ? l t :

band ine , ' " f i i l i  ou t  i n - v i ' t : : l i  h : : , : " : : ^ I " ? : -1? : :  : : + : ; i : t : ; t -! i"3i33.' i , i ;  ; '  i '" i" L1a^:t, i  l : ::.,. b:l^. ?: ?l: '  ::::": '  :?i i:,: i
f i : . : " ; ; ; . i ; " ;o; [u;  u i .9o' t  l " i I I '  * l?-1:^:h:^: :??: :  ?: tY: ' """
f ] ; ; " ; ' i ; ' i . I l i i  i o " '  r i eu res ,  h ; ' : -11 ' : :$v ' : : : 1 : ' ? " t : " : : :
; : ' ; ;" i" i  ; '  ; ;1 ; ; , ,  i , , .  ou " i  i ' ' -  !  :  :"^t:?: ^ l?) :  ̂ , t l : '  : ,  i . :"1::  :"[: ' l"i;;;;" !t:i^ll",l:. l:-1"' ::.\ R:,:,'3::1,'fi j '3i ?ll"i13li. II : . : ; : i ; : :  ; ; T ; - ; ; ' v i " l o ' i " - u n a  i r " "  b o u t h ' w a r e s  ( o r  A ' c ' r '

BANDING OF L ITTLE WATTLE B IRD (ANthOChACTA ChTYSOPTCTA)
AT WEENEY BAY.

'  H .  B a t t a m ,  C r o n u l l a '  N ' S ' W '

T h e s e
n f  l h {  c .  c . n , : e  i  a c ,

I t a p p  3 r s  t o  b c
m l  q r a l r o n  a n o , /  o r
t h e  m o r e  l i k e L y .

W e e n e y  B a y  i s  a  s m a l l  b a y  i n J ' e t  o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e

o f  B o t a n y  e i v  ,  i ' . 1  . S . i v .  T h e  b a n d i n g  I o c a l  i t y  i s  o n  j ' t s .  e a s t e r n

i h o r e ,  a t c e s s  b e r n g  g a i n e d  f r o m  C a p t a i n  C o o k  D r i v e '  t h e

C r o n u l l a - K u r n e l I  R o a d .

T h e  v e g e t a t i o n  l n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  i s  a  m i x t u r e

o f  L a n t a n a ,  C a s u S r i n a  a n d  B a n k s i a  i n t e q r i f  o I i - a '  t h e  I a s t  s p e c i e s

6 l i " g  " i  m a j o r  i m p o r t a n c e ,  a s  i t  i s  a b u n d a n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  a n d

" o u i J  u "  t h !  m a i n ' s o u r c e  o f  f o o d  f o r  t h e  L i t t l e  W a t t l e  B i r d '
; ; i ; ;  i ;  f l o w e r  t h e  v e a r  r o u n d ;  i t  p r o v i d e s  b o t h  n e c t a r  a n d
i n s e i t s ,  I t  i s  a l s o ' a  f  a v o u r  i  t c  n e s t i n g  t r e e  '

f a c t o r s  w o u 1 . d  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  h i g h  c c i n c e n t r a t i o n
i n - i n u  " . " " .  I t  i s  a l w a y s  p l e n t i f u l  a n d  w h i l s t
i e d e n t a r y ,  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  t h e  p o s s i b l l i t y  t h a t

n o m a d i c  m o v e m e n t  t a k e  p I a c e ,  t h e  I a t t e r  b e i n g

T h e  b i x d s  c o m e  t o  a  w a t e r  h o l - e  t o  d r i r l t <  - r n d  b a t h e '

T h i s  i s  a o o r o x i m a t e l y  1 2  f e e t  i n  d i a m e t e r ,  a n d  t h e  w a t e r  i n  i t

i . - i " i " t " i [ " i . " i "  n v  h i g h  t i d e s  f i l t e r i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u r r o u n d -
l n S  i u n a y  o o i f  t f t u n  6 y  t " : . n  w a t e r '  T h e  h o i e  h a s  n e ' r e t  b e e n  d r y
o v 6 r  t h e ' I a s t  f o u r  y " u t . .  T h e  b i r d s  n r o v e  t o  t h i s  h o l e  i n  a I l
w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  m o v e m e n t  b e i n q  m o r e  p r o n o u r c e d  i n  w a r m e r
w e a  t h e r  .
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Ano the r  impo r t an t  gap  i n  t he  S i I ve reY :  p t g i ? : t , . i '

t h a t  t o  d a t e  v e r y  f e w  n e s t l i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  b a n d e d '  l n r - s  t s

r e g r e t t a b l e  l o r  t w o . r e a s o n s '  i i r s t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y

^ r  n a i t i n o  s o m e  . " . , - . , " b l e  l o n g e v l t y  d a t a '  a n d  s e c o n d l y  b e c a u s e

: : r i i i ; ; ' ^ ; " . " " " t i " i  i *av  f rom po in t  o f  band ine  a re  i ncon t ro -

; : ; i i ; i ;  " u i a " n . "  o r  q 9 j ' 1 1  o f - b r i e i n '  s o  i t  i s  t o  b e  h o p e d

i ; ; i - ; ; ; " - " x p e r t s  a t  ? i n d i n g  S i l v e r e v e  n e s t s  w i ' l I  c o m e  f o r w a r d

a n d  g i v e  u s  a  t e w  t l P S
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