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Grey Fantail   Rhipidura fuliginosa    Species No.: 361 Band size: 01 

 

 
Morphometrics: 

Illustrations above and measurements are for subspecies R.f. alisteri of s-e Queensland,NSW,  
  Vic and s-e SA. 

Adult Male   Adult Female 
 THL:   23.8 – 26.7 mm  24.3 – 26.1 mm 

Wing:   67 – 80 mm   67 – 79 mm 
 Tail:   79 – 94 mm   80 – 92 mm  

Weight:  6.8 – 10.2 g   6.0 – 11.8 g 
 

Ageing: 
           Adult (1+)         Immature (1)   Juvenile 
 Bill:  mostly black with cream upper mandible black,  grey or grey-black with 
     or pale pink base to     lower mandible orange   pale pink base to lower 
     lower mandible;    or cream with black tip;   mandible; 
 Gape:  black or cream;  yellowish orange at first off-white or pale yellow 

  fading to pinkish-grey; 
Iris:  black-brown or dark    black-brown;   black-brown 

     brown; 
 Supercillium white;    white, but not as broad rufous; 
   & stripe        as adult; 

  behind eye: 
  

Juveniles have a general rufous suffusion throughout their plumage; 
Immatures are basically adult-like, but retain juvenile alula, greater primary coverts, remiges,  
  rectrices and some greater secondary coverts; 
Retained juvenile greater secondary coverts have off-white tips suffused rufous brown; 

 
Sexing: 
 There is no sexual dimorphism in size or plumage; 

Both sexes incubate. 
 


